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NINTH  TRIENNIAL  SESSIONS. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 


Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  convened  according  to  appointjuent  in  Grace  Re- 
formed Church,  at  Akron,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday,  the  first 
day  of  June,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  and  closed  its  sessions  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  eighth  day  of  the  month,  at  a  quarter  after  five 
o'clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 
OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  pursuant  to  appointment,  convened  in  Grace  Reform- 
ed Church  at  Akron,  Oliio,  on  Wednesday,  June  1,  A.  D,, 
1887,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  tlie  eveninji.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  retiring  president  (Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  D. 
D.),  and  by  his  request,  the  opening  sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  vice  president,  from 
II  Cor.  5 :  13  and  14 :  "  For  whether  we  be  beside  ourselves,  it 
is  to  God :  or  whether  we  be  sober,  it  is  for  your  cause.  For 
the  love  of  Christ  const raineth  us." 

The  synod,  having  been  constituted  with  prayer,  by  Vice 
President  Eschbach,  proceeded  with  the  enrollment  of  its 
members,  and  in  effecting  a  permanent  organization. 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS   PRESENT. 

FROM   THE    SYNOD    IN    THE   XJNITED    STATES. 


CLASSES. 

E.  Pennsylvania. 

Lebanon. 

Philadelphia. 

Lancaster. 

E.  Susquehanna 

W.  Susquehanna. 

Goshenhoppen. 
Tohickon. 

Lehigh. 
Schuylkill. 

Miami 

Lancaster. 
Tuscarawas. 


MINISTERS. 

Harry  M.  Kieffer,  (1) 
TilghmanO.  Stem  (1) 

Jonathan  E.  Hiester,  D.  D. 
George  Wolff,  D.  D.  (2) 
T.  Calvin  Leinbach  (2) 
J.  H.  A  Bomberger,  D.  D. 
David  Van  Home,  D.  D. 
James  I.  Good. 
Jonathan  H.  Pannebaker. 
Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D. 
John  P.  Stein. 
John  A.  Peters. 
William  G.  Engle. 
S.  Sidney  Kohler. 
William  A.  Haas.  (3) 
Zwingli  A.  Yearick. 
Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  1). 
Abraham  B.  Koplin,  D.  D. 
Benjamin  B.  Ferer. 
Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D. 
William  R.  Hofford. 
Thomas  N.  Reber,  (4) 
Oliver  H.  Strunck. 
Henry  A.  Keyser. 
Oalvin  S.  Gerhard. 


William  Keller  (1) 
JohnTeel(l) 
P.  P.  Schaffer. 
Ephraim  B.  Shuey. 
Levi  J.  Groh  (1) 
Ezra  E.  Troutman. 
Hiram  C.  Hoover. 
William  W.  Sweisfort. 
Abraham  Schwenk. 
William  H.  Seibert. 


David  Yost. 
R.  S.  Aucher. 
Silas  Cooper. 
David  Keller. 
John  Rossman. 
James  M.  High,  Esq. 
William  H.  Rudolph. 
Joseph  Proctor. 
F.  P.  Mickley. 
Benjamin  Kern. 

James  T.  Reber. 
Daniel  Shepp. 
Henrv  Y.  Stoner. 


FROM   THE    SYNOD   OF 

Samuel  B.  Yoekey. 
Jerome  B.  Henry. 
George  H.  Souder. 
Louis  B.C.  Lahr. 
John  Vogt,  I).  D. 
Rufus  C.  Zartman. 
Jonas  B.  Shontz. 


OHIO. 

Horace  Ankeney. 
Andrew  H.  Baughman. 
^Benjamin  Kuhns. 
Irvine  Yost  (5) 
Henry  L.  Crider. 
Joseph  Oberlin. 
Philip  Herbruck. 


1.  Took  their  seats  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  on  Thursday. 

2.  Rev.  Dr.  Franljlin  W.  Kremer,  secundus,  occupied  the  seat  of  Dr.  Wolft"  on  Mon- 

day, and  the  seat  of  Rev.  T.  C.  Leinbach  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 

3.  He  took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  on  Friday. 

4.  His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  last  day  of  the  session  by  Rev.  N.  S.  Strass- 

burger,  secundus. 

5.  He  took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  on  Thursday. 


'Tiffin. 

Eastern  Ohio. 
JV.  Illinois. 

Iowa. 

St.  Joseph. 

Kansa.H. 
Wichita. 

Zion^s. 

Sheboygan. 
Indiana. 


Milwaukee. 

3Iinnesota. 

Nebraska. 

■Ur  sinus. 

Missouri. 

Chicago. 


Westmoreland. 
Clarion. 

St.  Paid's. 

Somerset. 

Allegheny. 

Z  ion's. 
Maryland. 


MINISTERS. 

H.  H.  W.  Hibshman,  D.  D. 
John  I.  Swander,  D.  D. 
Geo.  W.  Willard,  D.  D. 
John  J.  Leberman. 
John  M.  Kendig. 
Frank  Wetzel.  (2) 
Joshua  Wolbach. 
Dewalt  S.  Fouse. 
Allen  K.  Zartman. 
Theodore  J.  Bacher  (I) 
Thomas  F.  Stauffer.  (2) 
R.  Leighton  Gerhart.  (2) 
Dennis  B.  Shuey.  (2) 


Lewis  Keller. 
Henry  Stoner. 
John  Deck. 
Robert  Bell  (1) 
John  Williard. 
Daniel  Frantz.  (2) 

John  R.  Wetherell. 
F.  D.  Paulus. 

John  W.  Keefer.  (2) 

Jacob  H.  Brown. 


FRO.^r    THE    SYNOD   OF   THE   NORTHWEST. 

Charles  F.  Kriete.  Rudolph  Boerger. 

Charles  Bchaaf.  Charles  Gerber. 

Herman  A.  Muehlmeier,  D.D.  (1) 


Henr}'  M.  Gersman. 
Peter  Joerris.  (1) 
Abraham  Schneck. 
(No  members  present.) 
George  Loos.  (1) 
(No  members  present.) 
Christian  Baum.  (1) 
(No  members  present.) 
(No  meml)ers  present.) 

FROM   THP]    SYNOD   OF    PITTSBURGH. 


Herman  Preefer. 
William  Stienecker. 


Lucian  Cort. 
Albert  E.  Triixal. 
David  B.  Lady.  (2) 
Samuel  Z.  Beam. 
John  W.  Pontius. 
John  M.  Schick. 
John  M.  Evans. 
Harrv  D.  Darbaker. 


Samuel  C.  Remsberg. 
William  R.  liarnhart. 
Philip  J.  Shoemaker. 

Christian  M.  Boush. 
John  H.  Zimmerman. 
Hiram  H.  (irady. 
William  E.  Schmertz. 


FROM   THE    SYNOD    OF   THE   I'OTOJfAC. 


Frederick  J.  Sauerber. 
Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D. 
J.  Spangler  Kiefier,  D.  D. 
William  Uupp,  D.  D. 


Jerem.  Z.  Hildebrand. 
Benjamin  Seitz. 
(toldsboro.  S.  Grifiith. 
Peter  W.  Shafer, 


Edmund  K.  Eschbach,  D.  I),  .lames  M.  Girvin. 


1.  He  took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  ses.sion  on  Thursday. 

2.  He  look  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  on  Friday. 


CLASSES. 

MINISTERS. 

Mercersburg. 

Franklin  F.  Bahner. 

Cyrus  Cort. 

Virginia, 

Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D. 

Barton  R.  Carnahan. 

North  Carolina. 

George  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D. 

Gettysburg. 

John  C.  Bowman. 

David  N.  Dittmar. 

Carlisle. 

J.  Marion  Mickly. 

Juniata. 

Ellis  N.  Kremer. 

Frederick  A.  Rupley. 

San  Francisco. 

(No  members  present.) 

Portland — Oregon. 

(No  members  present.) 

William  Dice. 
Frederick  A.  Daihl. 
David  S.  Rentch. 


Henry  Lady. 


John  A.  Mowry. 


FROM   THE   GERjMAN    SYNOD    OF   THE    EAST. 

New  York.  John  F.  Busche.  John  Berge 

West.  New   York.  Moritz  Heinze. 

Ger.  Philadelphia.  Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D. 

Ger.  Maryland.  Marcus  Bachman. 

W.  Pennsylvania.  Max  F.  Dumstrey. 


George  M.  Ehrlen. 
Christian  Roth. 


FROM  THE  CENTRAL  SYNOD. 


Heidelberg. 

Erie. 

St.  John's. 
Cincinnati. 


John  H.  Stepler. 

Philip  Ruhl. 

Peter  Greding,  D.  D. 

Herman  J. Ruetenik,D.D.  2) 

Henry  Nau. 

Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  I). 

John  G.  Zahner,  D.  D.  (3) 

John  Bachman. 

John  G.  Kuhl. 


John  S.  Zimmerman. (1) 
John  G.  Raiser, 

Christian  Saupe. 
Eberhard  Gerkins. 
John  Kling. 
Louis  Zellner.  (1) 
Henry  Schroer.  (4) 
Andrew  Hanauer. 


ADVISORY   MEMBERS   PRESENT   FROM 

Lebanon  Classis. — Rev.  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.  D. 

Philadelphia  Classis. — Revs.  Edward  D.  Wettach,  Silas  P. 
Manger. 

Lehigh  Classis. — Rev.  Nero  S.  Strassburger. 

Miami  Classis. — Revs.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  Michael 
Loucks,  Henry  M.  Herman,  D.  D. 

Tuscarawas  Classis. — Revs.  John  H.  Beck,  Frederick  May- 
er, Emil  P.  Herbruck,  Sebastian  C.  Goss,  Solomon  Ream, 
Jonathan  A.  Novinger. 


1.  He  took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  on  Thursday. 

2.  His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  last  day  of  the  sessions  by  Rev.  Aug.  E.  F^ 

Sehade,  secundus. 

3.  His  seat  was  occupied  during   parts    of  Tuesday    and    Wednesday  sessions  by 

Rev.  Fred.  Strassner,  secundus. 

4.  He  took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  on  Friday. 


Tiifin  Classis.—B.evs.  Herman  Rust,  D.  D.,  Edwin  R.  Wil- 
liard. 

Eastern  Ohio  Classis.—l\e\s.  George  W.  llenning,  John 
H.  Bomberger. 

Wichita  Classis. — Rev.  Jolm  W.  Love. 

St.  PauVs  Classis. — Revs.  Edward  H  Gruenstein,  Freder- 
ick Pilgram,  Frederick  B.  Halin,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg. 

Allegheny  Classis.— B^evs.  Peter  C.  Prugh,  John  Il.^Prugh, 
Milton  F.  Frank. 

3fercershurg  Classis. — Rev.  Jacob  Hassler. 

Virginia  Classis. — Rev.  John  A.  Hoffheins. 

Gettysburg  Classis. — Rev.  Henry  Hill)ish. 

Juniata  Classis. — Rev.  Isaac  N.  Peightel. 

San  Francisco  Classis. — Rev.  Charles  M.  Schaaf. 

New  York  Classis. — Rev.  Charles  H.  Ebert. 

Heidelberg  Classis. — Rev.  Edward  D.  Miller. 

Erie  Classis. — Revs.  Christian  H.  Schoeptle,  Nicholas 
Wiers,  Christopher  Schiller,  Julius  Herold,  William  Renter, 
J.  H.  C.  Roentgen,  Augustus  E.  F.  Schade. 

St.  John''s  Classis. — Revs.  Frederick  Strassner,  Joseph  A. 
Keller,  C.  F.  W.  Stechow,  Charles  Schmitt,  John  W.  Rust, 
William  Braun. 

Cincinnati  Classis. — Rev.  John  Wirz,  Jolm  M.  (jrether. 

MINISTERS   FROM   OTHER   CHURCHES. 

Rev.  Dwight  L.  Chapin,  Presbyterian  Churcli. 

••     E.  K.  Young,  I).  D.,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"     J.  C.  Bucher, 

"     M.  J.  Fiery,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Cliuich. 

"     T.  E.  Monroe,  Cyongregational  ('hurcli. 

"     D.  C.  Eckerman,  Evangelic-al  Church. 


ARTICLE  III. 
ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 
Rev.  (ieorgc  Wni.  Welker,  I).  I).,  President.,  Lainont,  X.  C'. 
Rev.   Samuel   N.   Callender,  I).  I).,    Vice  President,   Rock- 
ingham, Va. 
Rev.  Charles  Schaaf,  Vice  President^  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Rev.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  I).  D.,  Stated  Clerk,  Miamisburg,  O. 
Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  I).,  Assistant  Clerk,  Akron,  O. 
Rev.  Albert  E.  Truxal,  Cor.  Secretary^  Manor  Station,  Pa. 
Mr.  Christian  G.  Gross,  Treasxirer,  oTlO  Haverl'ord  St..  Phila. 


On  motion,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Friday,  Rev. 
Dewalt  S.  Fouse  was  appointed  Reading  Clerk  for  the  pres- 
ent sessions  of  General  Synod. 

ARTIC^LE  IV. 
RULES  OF  ORDER. 
The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Potomac  Syn- 
od, during  Monday  evening  session,  reported  in  item  7,  that 
said  synod  in  adopting  the  Rules  of  Order,  authorized  by  the 
General  Synod  in  1884,  urged  some  constitutional  objections 
to  some  of  these  rules,  and  refused  acquiescence  in  them. 
The  sulyect  matter  of  this  item  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Williard,  John  P. 
Stein,  Peter  Joerris,  and  Elders  Christian  M.  Bousli  and 
Henry  Lady. 

This  committee,  during  the  evening  session  on  Tuesday, 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adojjted : 

Your  special  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  excep- 
tions and  modifications  made  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac 
to  the  Rules  of  Order  adopted  in  ISS-t  by  the  General  Synod 
at  Baltimore,  recommend  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  Rule  7  be  so  modified  as  to  read  as  a  whole: 
"A  quorum  to  transact  business  in  any  judicatory  of  the 
church  shall  consist  of  the  number  of  members  prescribed  by 
the  constitution." 

Resolved^  That  Rule  26  be  so  amended  as  to  erase  "  unless 
by  unanimous  consent,"  and  to  insert  in  its  place  the  words 
"  unless  by  consent  of  the  body." 

Resolved^  Tliat  Rule  37  be  erased  from  the  Rules  of  Order. 
Resolved,  That  the  latter  clause  of  Rule  65  be  so  amended 
as  to  read  that  "a  judicatory  may  make  such  elections  by  ac- 
clamation, as  do  not  conflict  with  any  existing  law." 

Resolved,  Tliat  Rule  69  be  so  amended  as  to  insert   "  any 
member"  in  the  place  of  "five  members." 
Respectfullv  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  WILLIARD. 
JOHN  P.  STEIN, 
PETER  JOERRIS, 
C.  M.  BOUSH, 
HENRY  LADY. 

Committee. 
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On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  publish 
the  Rules  oi'  Order,  as  now  amended,  in  the  minutes  of  the 
present  synod,  and  that  the  attention  of  the  several  district 
synods  and  classes  be  called  to  these  amendments ;  and  fur- 
ther that  these  subordinate  judicatories  be  enjoined  to  revise 
their  former  action  on  this  subject  accordingly. 


THE  RULES  OF  ORDER. 
As  amended  and  adopted,  and  designed  for  the  government 
of  the  several  judicatories   of  the   Reformed   Churcii  in  the 
United  States,  are  as  follows  : 

I.     ORGANIZATION,  ETC. 

1.  The  president  shall  take  the- chair  at  the  hour  to  which  the  judi- 
■C'atory  had  been  adjourned,  immediately  call  the  members  to  order,  and 
open  the  session  with  the  prescribed  religious  services. 

2.  In  the  absence  of  the  president  the  stated  clerk  shall  call  the 
members  to  order,  and  put  in  nomination  a  president  pro  tern.,  w^ho 
shall  preside  until  the  president  is  present,  or  until  an  election  has  been 
held.  Should  the  president  and  stated  clerk  both  be  absent,  then  the 
oldest  minister  present  shall  perform  this  office. 

8.  The  roll  shall  then  be  called,  on  which  the  names  of  all  those  en- 
titled to  a  seat  and  having  proper  credentials  shall  have  been  entered, 
and  about  whose  right  there  is  no  contest.  If  a  quorum  be  present,  the 
judicatory  may  proceed  to  business;  but  if  not,  any  two  members  pres- 
ent may  adjourn  from  time  to  time  to  give  opportunity  for  a  quorum  to 
assemble. 

4.  If  a  contest  be  made  as  to  the  right  of  any  one  claiming  a  seat,  or 
there  be  present  two  or  more  sets  of  delegates  from  a  lower  judicatory, 
the  matter  shall  at  once  be  referred  to  a  committee,  who  shall  examine 
into  the  case,  and  report  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

5.  As  soon  as  an  organization  has  been  fully  effected  an  election 
shall  be  held  for  such  officers  as  may  be  reipiired  by  the  constitution  of 
the  church  or  the  custojn  of  the  judicatory. 

6.  The  limits  which  define  the  bar  of  the  house  shall  be  determined 
immediately  on  the  organization,  by  the  president,  and  no  one  without 
it  shall  be  able  to  use  any  right  of  a  member  of  the  judicatory. 

7.  A  quorum  to  transact  business  in  any  judicatory  of  the  church 
shall  consist  of  the  number  of  members  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 

II.     DUTIES  OF  THE  TKESIDENT. 

8.  When  the  i)re8ident  has  opened  the  session  and  finds  a  quorum 
present  after  the  first  <iay,  he  shall  cause  the  minutes  of  the  preceding 
day  to  l)e  read,  and,  if  necessary,  to  l)e  corrected,  when  he  shall  declare 
them  approved  ;  and   before    the  final    adjournment  the  remaining  pro- 
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ceedings  shall  be  read  and  corrected  ;  and  when  no  further  corrections 
are  required  the  president  shall  say  :  "  Shall  the  minutes  be  now  ap- 
proved?" If  no  objections  be  made,  he  shall  declare  them  to  stand 
approved. 

9.  He  shall  preserve  order,  guard  against  the  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  church  and  the  rules  of  order,  and  endeavor  to  con- 
duct all  business  to  a  speedy  and  proper  conclusion. 

10.  He  shall,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  organization  has  been 
effected,  appoint  the  several  standing  committees  required  for  the 
prompt  accomplishment  of  the  business  before  the  judicatory  to  the 
number  designated  by  the  constitution  or  its  custom  ;  and,  unless  other- 
wise provided  for,  he  shall  appoint  all  temporary  committees  that  may 
be  called  for  in  the  process  of  business. 

11.  He  shall  keep  exact  account  of  all  items  of  business  that  have 
been  laid  over  or  assigned  to  a  particular  day,  and  call  them  up  at  the 
proper  time. 

12.  He  shall  receive  all  minutes,  reports,  communications,  etc.,  ad- 
dressed to  or  intended  for  the  judicatory,  and  with  its  consent  refer 
them  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

13.  He  shall  sign  the  minutes  and  all  addresses  or  circulars,  etc., 
issued  by  the  judicatory,  and  decide  all  questions  of  order  subject  to  an 
appeal. 

14.  He  may  state  a  question  sitting,  but  shall  rise  to  put  it,  and  in 
this  form :  "  As  many  as  are  in  favor  (as  the  question  may  be)  say 
*  aye.'  "  After  the  affirmative  is  expressed, — "  As  many  as  are  opposed 
say  '  no.'  "  If  in  doubt  as  to  the  result,  or  a  division  is  called  for,  those 
voting  in  the  affirmative  shall  rise,  stand,  and  be  counted;  after  which 
those  voting  in  the  negative  shall  also  rise,  stand  and  be  counted,  when 
the  president  shall  announce  the  result. 

15.  The  president  shall  vote  in  all  cases  when  the  vote  is  by  ballot,, 
or  when  his  vote  would  be  decisive.  In  all  cases  of  a  tie  the  question- 
shall  be  lost. 

III.  DUTIES  OF  THE  STATED  CLERK. 

16.  The  stated  clerk  shall  have  prepared  in  advance  of  the  time  of 
the  meeting  of  the  judicatory  a  complete  roll  of  its  members,  and  as 
soon  as  possible  perfect  a  roll  of  those  members  present  for  the  use  of 
the  president. 

17.  He  shall  make  a  correct  and  concise  minute  of  all  its  proceed- 
ings, and  carefully  preserve  the  same.  He  shall,  if  required,  make  up 
a  correct  and  authenticated  copy  of  the  same,  and  transmit  the  same  in 
due  time  to  the  higher  judicatory  for  review.  He  shall  read  all  papers 
by  order  of  the  president;  shall  publish  due  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  all  stated  meetings,  and,  by  order  of  the  president,  of  all  spe- 
cial meetings. 

18.  No  memorial,  communication  or  other  paper  confided  to  his  care 
shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  without  the  warrant  of  the  judicatory. 

19.  He  shall  make  a  digest  of  the  legislative   actions   and   all  decis- 
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ions  made  on  constitutional  questions,  or  the  rules  of  order,  by  the  judi- 
catory, for  convenient  reference. 

IV.     THE  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

20.  After  the  minutes  have  been  read  and  approved,  an  opportunity 
shall  be  given  to  announce  the  presence  of  recently  arrived  members  or 
secundi,  in  order  that  they  may  be  recognized. 

21.  Business  unfinished  at  a  previous  session  shall  be  first  taken  up, 
unless  a  special  order  has  been  set  for  that  hour. 

22.  Reports  from  permanent  committees  shall  have  precedence,  ex- 
cept in  cases  where  a  matter  has  been  set  for  a  special  hour. 

V.     MEMBERS— THEIR  RIGHTS  AND  DUTIES. 

23.  Every  member  shall  be  present  within  the  bar  of  the  house 
while  the  judicatory  is  in  session,  unless  excused  or  necessarily  pre- 
vented, and  shall  vote  on  each  question  put,  unless  previously  excused,, 
or  unless  he  has  a  direct  personal  or  pecuniary  interest  in  the  determi- 
nation of  such  question. 

24.  Every  member,  in  speaking,  shall  rise  and  address  himself  re- 
spectfully to  the  president,  and,  being  recognized,  may  proceed  to  ad- 
dress the  judicatory.  He  shall  treat  his  fellow-members,  and  espe- 
cially the  president,  with  decorum  and  respect,  confining  himself  to  the 
subject  under  discussion,  and  avoiding  all  personalities. 

2.5.  During  the  transaction  of  business  members  shall  not  engage  in 
private  conversation  ;  nor  in  debate  shall  one  address  himself  to  anoth- 
er, or  to  any  one  present  except  the  president. 

26.  When  two  or  more  members  rise  at  the  same  time,  the  president 
shall  name  the  one  who  is  first  to  speak.  No  member  shall  speak  more- 
than  twice,  nor  longer  than  one  hour,  on  the  same  ({uestion,  unless  by 
consent  of  the  body.  The  chairman  of  a  committee,  however,  may 
open  and  also  close  when  general  debate  has  been  had  on  a  motion  re- 
ported by  him.  A  member  who  has  spoken  to  the  main  (juestion  may 
speak  again  to  An  amendment. 

27.  When  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  shall  transgress 
the  rules  of  order,  or  deviate  from  the  subject  under  discussion,  or  in 
any  way  act  disorderly,  the  president  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call 
him  to  order,  when  he  shall  immediately  take  his  seat,  unless  permitted 
to  explain,  when,  if  the  judicatory  be  satisfied,  he  may  proceed  in  or- 
der; but  if  tiie  case  recjuire  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  censure  or  repri- 
mand. 

28.  No  member  when  speaking  shall  be  liable  to  interruption,  except 
with  his  permission  or  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  mistake  or  a  mis- 
representation. 

29  While  the  president  is  putting  a  question,  or  a  member  is  speak- 
ing, no  one  shall  pass  l)etween  the  president  and  the  speaker,  or  walk 
across  the  fioor. 

30.  No  motion  can  be  made  while  a  member  is  speaking,  or  after  the 
president  has  begun  to  take  a  vote. 
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31.  A  member  may  change  his  vote  if  it  be  done  before  the  presi- 
dent has  announced  the  result,  or  afterward  in  a  case  where  it  will  not 
affect  the  result. 

VI.    COMMITTEES— THEIR  POWERS. 

32.  The  first  named  member  of  each  committee  shall  be  the  chair- 
man, unless  the  committee  prefer  to  elect  their  own  chairman.  In  the 
absence  or  refusal  of  the  first-named  member  to  preside,  the  second 
member  on  the  committee  shall  take  his  place,  and  so  on  as  often  as  a 
vacancy  may  occur. 

33.  A  committee  to  whom  papers  have  been  referred  shall  return 
them  with  its  report ;  and  no  paper  can  go  before  a  committee,  or  be- 
come matter  for  its  action,  unless  it  has  been  properly  referred  to  it. 

34.  A  majority  of  a  committee  constitutes  a  quorum,  and  only  can 
make  a  report.  A  minority  may  submit  its  views  in  writing,  or  any 
member  may  submit  a  motion  that  contains  the  view  of  such  minority. 

35.  A  committee  may  appoint  one  or  more  sub-committees  in  order  to 
facilitate  its  work,  by  thus  distributing  it  among  its  several  members, 
but  the  final  report  must  come  from  the  whole  committee. 

36.  All  special  committees  when  they  have  made  their  report  and  it 
is  received  are  by  this  act  discharged  ;  but  a  matter  may  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  same  committee,  or  it  may  be  revived  for  another  purpose. 

37.  A  judicatory  may  at  any  time  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  to  consider  any  special  matter,  when  the  president  shall 
name  some  one  to  preside,  and  vacate  the  chair.  Such  committee  may 
rise  at  any  time,  when  the  president  shall  resume  the  chair,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  shall  report  its  action,  or  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

VII.     MOTIONS— THEIR  PRECEDENCE. 

38.  Every  motion  made  to  a  judicatory  and  entertained  by  the  presi- 
dent shall,  on  the  demand  of  any  member,  be  reduced  to  writing.  The 
president  shall  then  state  the  question,  or  cause  it  to  be  read  by  the 
•clerk  before  being  debated,  and  it  shall  then  be  in  possession  of  the 
house,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  it  has  been  amended 
or  a  decision  had  upon  it. 

39.  When  a  (juestion  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  entertained, 
but— 

a.  To  adjourn. 

h.  To  take  recess. 

c.  To  lie  on  the  table. 

d.  To  take  the  previous  question. 

e.  To  postpone  to  a  certain  day. 
/.  To  refer  or  commit. 

g.     To  amend. 
h.     To  postpone  indefinitely. 
These  several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  named ;  and 
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no  motion  to  refer,  postpone  to  a  certain  day,  or  to  postpone  indefinitely^ 
being  decided,  shall  be  allowed  again  on  the  same  day  at  the  same  stage 
of  the  question. 

40.  On  the  demand  of  any  member  before  a  (juestion  is  put,  it  shall 
be  divided,  if  it  include  two  distinct  substantive  propositions,  but  a 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  is  not  divisible. 

41.  When  different  motions  are  made  with  respect  to  filling  blanks, 
the  lonirest  time  and  the  largest  sum  shall  be  first  put. 

42.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before  the  house,  unless  it  has 
been  seconded  and  the  mover  recognized  by  the  president. 

VIII.     AMENDMENTS. 

43.  When  a  motion  or  proposition  is  under  consideration,  a  motion  to 
amend  and  a  motion  to  amend  that  amendment  shall  be  in  order,  and 
it  shall  also  be  in  order  to  offer  a  further  amendment  in  the  form  of  a 
substitute  for  the  entire  proposition,  and  to  this  substitute  an  amend- 
ment may  be  offered,  but  which  shall  not  be  voted  upon  until  the  orig- 
inal motion  is  perfected. 

44.  A  motion  to  amend  can  not  be  modified  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  seconded. 

45.  An  amendment  to  the  rules  of  order  shall  not  be  entertained 
unless  it  be  seconded  bj'  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

IX.     RECONSIDERATION. 

4().  When  a  motion  or  resolution  has  been  offered  and  carried  or  lost,, 
it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  (who  has  voted  with  the  majority 
on  the  same  or  succeeding  day)  to  move  the  reconsideration  thereof, 
and  such  motion  shall  take  precedence  of  all  motions,  except  to  adjourn 
or  to  take  recess. 

47.  A  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  debatable,  unless  the  question  pro- 
posed to  be  reconsidered  was  debatable. 

X.  THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION. 

48.  The  previous  question  on  any  motion,  after  a  reasonable  time  has 
been  allowed  to  discuss  it,  maybe  called.  The  call  to  be  entertained,  must 
be  made  by  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  rising  in  their 
places  for  the  purpose.  The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form  : 
Shall  the  iiuiin  (juestion  be  now  put?  And  until  it  is  decided,  it  shall 
preclude  all  further  amen<lment  or  debate  on  the  main  question.  The 
effect  of  this  motion,  when  sustained,  shall  be  to  bring  the  judicatory 
to  a  direct  vote  on  all  the  amendment.^  then  pending  in  their  proper 
order,  and  on  the  main  question  itself. 

49.  The  previous  question  shall  apply  in  cases  of  privilege,  as  in 
other  c*i.ses. 

XI.  (iUESTIO*s'  OF  rUIVILEGE. 

oO.  Questions  of  privilege  shall  be :  1.  Those  affecting  the  rights 
of  the  judicatory  colhM'tively ;    its  safety,  dignity,  and  the  integrity  of 
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its  proceedings.  2.  The  rights,  the  reputation  and  conduct  of  the 
members  individually  in  their  representative  capacity.  And  shall  have 
precedence  of  all  questions,  except  to  adjourn  and  to  take  recess. 

51.  It  shall  not  be  a  matter  of  privilege  to  have  received  and  entered 
upon  the  minutes  a  protest  of  a  member  or  members  against  the  action 
of  a  judicator\^ 

52.  Any  member  who  may  feel  himself  personally  aggrieved  by  the 
action  of  a  judicatory,  may,  if  he  require  it,  have  the  ayes  and  nays  re- 
corded on  the  matter  of  grievance. 

XII.     APPEALS. 

53.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  president  on  any  point  of 
order  may  be  taken  by  any  member,  who  may  briefly  state  the  reasons 
for  his  appeal,  and  to  which  the  president  may  reply,  if  he  deem  it 
needful,  and  the  vote  shall  be  taken  without  further  debate.  The  form 
of  stating  the  question  shall  be:  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand 
us  the  decision  of  this  judicatory  f" 

54.  A  question  of  appeal  can  not  be  reconsidered  after  other  busi- 
ness has  been  done. 

55.  An  appeal  is  not  in  order  while  another  appeal  is  pending. 

XIII.     THE  MOTION  TO  LIE  ON  THE  TABLE. 

56.  The  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  may  be  used  to  make  room  for 
more  important  matters,  in  order  to  take  up  the  matter  at  a  more  con- 
venient time,  or  quickly  to  make  a  final  disposition  of  it. 

57.  This  motion  takes  precedence  of  all  other  motions,  except  to  ad- 
journ and  take  recess,  and  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

58.  All  that  adheres  to  the  subject  of  the  motion  goes  on  the  table 
with  it,  except  it  be  a  motion  to  correct  the  minutes. 

59.  When  this  motion  is  made  and  lost,  it  can  not  again  be  made 
until  some  change  or  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  question  under 
consideration. 

60.  A  negative  vote  on  a  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  may  be  reconsid- 
ered; but  if  a  vote  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table,  that  can  not  be 
reconsidered. 

XIV.    MISCELLANEOUS. 

61.  The  rules  of  order  may  be  suspended  by  unanimous  consent. 

62.  A  motion  to  amend  the  rules  of  order  shall  lie  over  one  day,  and 
it  shall  require  a  two-third  vote  to  carry  the  amendment. 

63.  Any  judicatory  may  sit  with  closed  doors  if,  in  its  judgment,  the 
matter  under  consideration  require. 

64.  Election  for  officers,  delegates  to  higher  judicatories,  members 
of  boards,  etc.,  shall  be  by  ballot;  but  a  judicatory  may  make  such 
elections  by  acclamation,  as  do  not  conflict  with  any  existing  law. 

65.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  for  less  than  a  quorum  to  take  recess. 

66.  A  motion  to  take  recess  may  be  ottered  while  another  question  is 
pending,  or  while  the  floor  is  held  by  another  member  "with  his  consent. 
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67.  The  motion  to  adjourn,  to  take  recess,  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  for 
the  previous  question,  shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

08.  The  ayes  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  be  recorded  on  the  de- 
mand of  any  member. 

69.  Before  the  final  adjournment  of  any  judicatory  the  roll  shall  be 
called,  and  all  members  absent  without  permission  shall,  by  the  stated 
clerk,  be  reported  to  the  body  which  they  were  sent  to  represent. 

70.  At  the  final  adjournment,  after  the  judicatory  has  united  with 
the  president  in  the  repetition  of  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  he  shall 
pronounce  the  apostolic  benediction,  and  declare  the  judicatory  now 
adjourned,  to  meet  as  already  ordered. 


REVISION  OF  TRANSLATION  OF  RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  German  kSynod  of  the  East,  as  reported  during  Tuesday 
morning  session  by  the  kStanding  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
said  synod  in  item  (5,  requested  General  Synod  to  make  a  re- 
vision of  the  German  translation  of  the  Rules  of  Order.  The 
item  was  adopted,  and  the  subject  matter  thereof  referred  to 
a  special  conmiittee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Peter  Greding, 
Charles  F.  Kriete  and  Christian  Baum.  This  committee,  dur- 
ing the  last  session,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

The  kSpecial  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  German 
Translation  of  the  Rules  of  Order,  beg  leave  to  oifer  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Your  committee  lind 

a).  That  the  translation  is  to  some  extent  defective,  but 
nevertheless  intelligible  enough  to  be  used. 

h).  We  recommend  to  substitute  in  Article  II.  the  word 
*"  vorschlagen  "  for  that  of  "  ernennen." 

c).  AVe  recommend,  however,  in  case  a  second  edition 
should  become  necessary',  that  a  general  revision  of  the 
translation  be  made.     Resi^ectfully  submitted, 

PETER  GREDING,  Chairman. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  report,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved^  That  Revs.  Drs.  I'eter  Greding,  Jacob  Daldman 
and  Rev.  Aug.  E.  F.  Schade  be  a  committee  to  revise  the 
German  Rules  of  Order,  and  prepare  them  for  publication  in 
the  German  Minutes  of  the  (ieneral  Svnod. 
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The  Bar  of  the  House  was  defined  to  be  the  two  middle 
tiers  of  pews,  exclusive  of  the  east  and  west  tiers,  and  the 
two  rear  pews  of  said  middle  tiers. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  u])on  for  opening  and  clos- 
ing the  present  sessions  of  synod  : 

The  Morning  Sessions  to  open  at  nine  and  close  at  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  Sessions  to  oi)en  at  half-past  two  and  close 
at  five  o'clock. 

Evening  sessions  were  held  on  Wednesday,  Saturday,  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday,  the  first,  the  fourth,  the  sixth  and  seventh, 
days  of  the  sessions. 


ARTICLE  V. 
STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  standing  committees  were  announced  by  the 
president : 

Religious  Services — English  :  Ministers — Jonas  B.  Shontz,. 
Fred.  J.  Sauerber,  Rufus  C.  Zartman.  Elders — Lewis 
Keller,  Philip  Herbruck  and  John  Williard.  German — 
Ministers — Dr.  Jacob  Dahlman,  Charles  F.  Kriete,  Abra- 
ham Schneck.  Elders — Rudolph  Boerger,  Herman. 
Preefer  and  John  Berge. 
Synodical  Minutes  : 

Minutes  of  General  Synod.  Ministers — Dr.  Israel  S. 
Weisz,  Dr.  John  I.  Swander,  Samuel  Z.  Beam,  Moritz 
Heinze,  Henry  Nau.  Elders— 'lohn  Kling  and  William 
Dice. 

Minutes  of  Synod  in  the  U.  S.  Ministers — Dr.  Ed- 
mund R.  Eschbach,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Williard,  Prof.  Lucian 
Cort.     Elders — Henry  Lady  and  Benjamin  Seitz. 

Minutes  of  Ohio  Synod.  Ministers — John  A.  Peters, 
Wm.  R.  Hoftbrd,  Philip  Ruhl.  ir/6?er.s— Eberhard  Ger- 
kins  and  F.  A.  Daihl. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  the  Northwest.  Ministers — John 
F.  Busche,  Marcus  Bachman,  Max  F.  Dumstrey.  Elders 
— Christian  Saupe  and  George  M.  Ehrlen. 

Minutes  of  Pittsburgh  Synod.  Ministers — John  M. 
Kendig,  Dr.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  Jonathan    H.  Panne- 


17 

becker.     Elders — Goldsborough  S.  Griffitli  and  Andrew 
H.  Bauiihrnan. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  Potomac.     Ministers — Dr.  J.  H. 

A.  Bomberger,  Dr.  Abraham  B.  Koplin,  Benjamin  B. 
Ferer.    Elders — William  H.  Seibert  and  Benjamin  Kuhns. 

Minutes  of  German,  Synod  of  the  East.  Ministers — 
John  H.  Stepler,  Charles  Schaaf,  Dr.  John  G.  Zahner. 
Elders — William  Stienecker  and  John  Kling. 

Minutes  of  the  Central  Synod.  Ministers— Clmvles 
V.  Kriete,  John  F.  Bnsche,  Peter  Joerris.  Elders — Her- 
man Preefer  and  Rudolph  Boerger. 

MiNi'TES  OF  Classes  : 

English.  Ministers — Dr.  William  Kupp,  Franklin  F. 
Bahner,  John  J.  Leberman.  Elders — Wm.  W.  vSweisfort 
and  AVm.  R.  Barnhart. 

German.  Ministers — Dr.  Peter  G reding,  Dr.  Her- 
man J.  Ruetenik,  John  Baehman.  Elders — Christian 
Roth  and  John  G.  Raiser. 

Overtures  :    Ministers — Dr.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  Dr.  H.  H. 

W.  Hibshman,  Henry  M.  Gersman.     Elders — John  Deck 

and  James  M.  High. 
Correspondence  with   Sister    Churches  :      Ministers — Dr. 

David  Van  Home,  Dr.  Clement  Z.  Weiser,  Dewalt  S. 

Fouse.     Elders — Henry  Stoner  and  Hiram  C  Hoover. 
State  of  the  Church  :     Ministers — James  I.   Good,  Marcus 

Baehman,  Dr.  John  Vogt,  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Reiter.     Elders — 

Horace  Ankeney  and  James  T.  Reber. 
Home  Missions  :     Ministers — Dr.  .\.  Spangler  Kieller,  Jerome 

B.  Henry,  Charles  F.  Kriete.      Eld&rs — Jacob  H.  Brown 
and  Philip  Herbruck. 

Foreign  Missions:  Ministers — Samuel  B.  Yockey,  \h\  Jon- 
athan E.  Hiester,  John  Baehman.  Elders — William  E. 
Schmertz  and  Jolin  A.  Mowry. 

ORriiANs'  Homes:  Ministers — Ellis  N.  Kremer,  liuliis  C. 
Zartman,  John  H.  Stepler.  Elders — Hiram  H.  Grady 
and  Joseph  Proctor. 

Nominations  :    Ministers — Dr.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  Louis  B. 

C.  Lahr,  John  M.  Evans.     Elders — Philip  J.  Shoemaker 
and  Daniel  Shepp. 
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Finance :  Ministers — Dr.  George  Wolff,  Oalvin  S.  Gerhard, 
Theodore  J.  Bacher.  Elders — Jeremiah  Z.  Hildebrand 
and  William  E.  Schmertz. 


ARTICLE  VI. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  Three  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod, 
both  in  the  English  and  the  German  language,  were  received 
through  the  stated  clerk,  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  several  district  synods,  except  those 
of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East,  for  the  three  years  inter- 
vening since  the  last  triennial  sessions  of  the  General  Synod, 
were  received  through  the  respective  stated  clerks,  and  refer- 
red to  the  several  standing  committees  on  minutes  of  the  dif- 
ferent district  synods. 

3.  The  Minutes  of  the  following  classes  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes, 
namely :  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Philadelphia,  Lan- 
caster, (Synod  U.  S.),  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna, 
Goshenhoppen,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill,  Miami,  Tus- 
carawas, Eastern  Ohio,  Northern  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Wichita,  Zion's,  (Synod  N.  W.),  Sheboygan,  Indiana,  Minne- 
sota, Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  Allegheny,  Zion's,  (Synod  of 
Potomac),  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Gettys- 
burg, Carlisle,  West  New  York,  German  Philadelphia,  Ger- 
man Maryland,  Heidelberg,  Erie,  St.  John's  and  Cincinnati. 

4.  The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  of  its 
treasurer  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Home  Missions. 

5.  The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  and  of  its  treasurer  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

6.  The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Orphans' 
Homes  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  at  Butler,  Pa.,  and  at  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Orphans'  Homes. 

7.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 
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8.  Some  other  official  communications  and  documents, 
having  reference  to  different  subjects,  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  whose  report 
see  for  particulars. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  General  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed 
the  following  religious  services : 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with 
suitable  religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committees  on  Religious  Services — Eng- 
lish and  German — submitted  their  reports,  which  were  re- 
ceived and  as  amended  adopted : 

1.)      ENGLISH  SERVICES, 

Your  Committee  on  English  Religious  Services,  beg  leave 
to  refjort  the  following,  viz  : 

Grace  Reformed  Church. — Thursday  evening,  eight  o'clock, 
sermon  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.  Altar  services.  Rev.  J. 
B.  Henry,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer.  Eriday  evening,  eight  o'clock, 
foreign  missionary  service,  under  control  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  General  Synod.  Paper  by 
Mrs.  Rev.  S.  B.  Yockey.  Addresses  by  Rev.  0.  Z.  Weiser,  D. 
D.,  and  Rev.  David  Van  Home,  D.  D.  Saturday,  half-past 
two  p.  m.,  preparatory  services.  Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  H.  A. 
Bomberger,  D.  D.  Altar  services.  Revs.  F.  J.  Sauerber  and  E. 
R.  AVilliard.  Sunday,  half-past  ten  a.  m.,  holy  communion. 
Sermon  by  Rev.  Thos.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.  Altar  services.  Rev, 
G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.  Sunday, 
half-past  two  p.  m.,  Sunday-school  service.  Addresses  by 
Rev.  F.  J.  Sauerber,  Elder  Wm.  R.  Barnhart,  Rev.  S.  B. 
Yockey;  Rev.  J,  A,  Peters  to  preside.  Sunday,  eight  o'clock 
p.  m.,  missionary  service.  Opening  addresses  by  Revs.  C.  S. 
Gerhard  and  R.  L.  Gerhart,  followed  by  voluntary  speeches. 

First  M.  E.  Church. — Eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Rev.  James  I. 
Good.     Eiglit  o'clock  p.  m.,  Rev.  John  H.  Prugli. 

Lutheran  Church. — Eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wag- 
ner, D,  D,    Eight  o'clock  p.  m..  Rev.  J.  I,  Swander,  D.  D. 

Congregational  Church. — Eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Rev.  E.  R. 
Eschbach,  D.  D.     Eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer. 
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Universalist  Church. — Eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Eev.  C.  Z. 
Weiser,  D.  D.    Eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  Kev.  I.  N.  Peightel. 

Baptist  Chtirch. — Eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Rev.  H.  H.  W. 
Hibshman,  D.  D.    Eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman. 

Evangelical  Church. — Sunday,  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Rev. 
G.  W.  H.  Smith. 

United  Brethren  Church. — Eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Rev.  A. 
K.  Zartman.    Eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  Rev.  L.  B.  C.  Lahr. 

Presbyterian  Church.,  Sixth  Ward. — Half-past  ten  a.  m., 
Rev.  D.  N.  Dittmar. 

Disciples''  Church. — Eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  address  to  chil- 
dren, Rev.  G.  W.  Williard,  D.  D.  Eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  Rev.  D. 
S.  Fouse.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  SHONTZ,  Chairman. 

2.)      GERMAN  SERVICES. 

The  Committee  on  Divine  Service  in  the  German  language 
respectfully  report  the  following : 

First  German  Reformed  Church  {Akron,  0.). — Thursday 
evening,  eight  o'clock,  sermon  by  Rev.  M.  F.  Dumstrey,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.  Scripture  lesson  and  prayer,  Rev.  J.  H.  Stepler, 
Lima,  Ohio.  Friday  evening,  eight  o'clock,  preparatory  ser- 
mon by  Rev.  H.  M.  Gersman,  Jetfersonville,  Ind.  Scripture 
lesson  and  prayer  by  Rev.  M.  Heinze,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Sunday 
morning,  ten  o'clock,  communion  sermon  by  Rev.  M.  Bach- 
man,  Baltimore,  Md.  Scripture  lesson  and  prayer,  Rev.  J.  F. 
Busche,  New  York  City.  Liturgy  before  the  communion, 
Rev.  J.  Bachman,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Sunday  afternoon, 
addresses  before  the  Sunday-school  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Kriete,  Ft. 
Wayne,  [Ind.,  in  German,  Rev.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  D.  D., 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  in  English.  Scripture  lesson  and  prayer 
by  Rev.  J.  G.  Kuhl,  Covington,  Ivy.  Sunday  evening,  one- 
quarter  before  eight  o'clock,  missionary  service  of  the  Gener- 
al Synod.  Addresses  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Muehlmeier,  D.  D., 
Franklin,  Wis.,  in  German,  Rev.  0.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  East 
Greenville,  Pa.,  in  English,  Rev.  J.  H.  Stepler,  Lima,  Ohio,  in 
German.  Scripture  lesson  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Christ.  Baum, 
Wheatland,  Iowa. 

Reformed    Church   {Orrville,  6>.).— Sunday  morning  and 
evening.  Rev.  H.  A.  Keyser,  Mahanoy  City,  Pa. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JACOB  DAHLMAN,  Chairman. 
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The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  aforesaid  com- 
mittees, were  severally  observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 
SYNODICAL  MINUTES. 

I.      MINUTES  OF  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  considered 
item  by  item,  and  adopted  as  a  whole ;  and  it  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  items  as  claiming  the  attention 
of  this  body,  viz : 

Item  1,  page  17.  The  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order  is 
instructed  to  have  five  hundred  copies  thereof  printed. 

Item  2,  page  25.  The  District  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  is  requested  to  inquire  into  the 
delinquency  of  its  stated  clerk  in  not  furnishing  the  General 
Synod  with  the  recpiired  three  copies  of  its  proceedings  for 
each  of  the  last  three  years. 

Item  3,  page  27.    A  similar  request  to  the  Pittsburg  Synod. 

Item  4,  page  oO.  P^lection  of  delegates  to  corresponding 
bodies. 

Item  5,  page  57.  The  continuation  of  a  committee  to  sub- 
mit a  plan  by  wliich  the  work  of  home  missions  of  the  entire 
Relbrmed  Church  shall  be  carried  on  more  ellicientl}''  under 
the  direct  management  of  the  Board  of  General  Synod,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  this  meeting. 

Item  6,  page  65.  An  injunction  upon  all  the  synods, 
classes,  consistories  and  congregations  of  the  church,  to  make 
an  earnest  effort  to  greatly  increase  our  contributions  to  the 
cause  of  foreign  missions. 

Item  7,  page  79.  A  resolution  referring  the  Directory  of 
Worship  to  the  classes  for  approval  or  rejection. 

Item  8,  page  81,  A  resolution  that  the  stated  clerk  for- 
ward one  copy  of  the  Directory  of  Worship  to  each  stated 
clerk  of  the  respective  classes,  and  inform  them  by  letter 
what  further  action  (Jeneral  Synod  ma}^  take  on  the  subject. 

Item  9,  page  83.     The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pre- 


99 

pare  a  new  hymn  book  for  the  use  of  the  whole  English 
portion  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Item  10,  page  84.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the 
constitution  or  organic  law  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  this  meeting. 

Item  11,  page  87.  The  continuation  of  a  special  committee 
raised  under  item  10  in  the  report  of  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  English  Classes,  with  instructions  to  report  at  this  meeting. 

Item  12,  page  97.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  make 
a  digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  several  synods  in  reference  to  a 
number  of  subjects. 

Item  13,  page  98.  A  resolution  appointing  tlie  officers  of 
Synod  a  committee  to  provide  a  seal  for  the  use  of  the  Gener- 
al Synod. 

Item  14,  page  103.  Stated  Clerk  instructed  to  have  printed 
3,500  copies  of  Minutes  in  English,  and  1,500  in  German,  and 
to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Item  15,  page  40.     The  appointment  of  delegates  to  the 
Third    General    Council   of  the   Alliance  of  the   Reformed 
Churches  holding  tlie  Presbyterial  system,  to  convene  in  Bel- 
fast, Ireland,  on  Tuesday,  June  24,  A.  D.,  1884. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ISRAEL  S.  WEISZ,  "chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Items  1,  2  and  10 
were  adopted ;  item  3  laid  on  the  table  until  the  committee 
on  Pittsburgh  Synod  report ;  for  action  and  reports  in  items  4 
and  15  see  Article  XL,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches ; 
item  5  adopted  and  for  action  in  the  matter  see  Article  XIII. , 
Home  Missions ;  item  6  laid  on  the  table  until  the  Commit- 
tees on  Minutes  of  Classes  report,  and  for  action  thereon  see 
Article  XIII. ,  Foreign  Missions;  for  action  and  reports  in 
items  7,  8,  9, 11,  12  and  13  see  Article  XVIIL,  Church  Gov- 
ernment; for  action  and  report  in  item  14,  see  Article  XXL, 
Publication, 


II.      MINUTES  or  DISTRICT  SYNODS. 

The  several  Standing  Committees  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
different  District  Synods,  presented  their  reports,  which  were 
received  and  considered  item  by  item,  and  then  adopted  as  a 
whole.  These  several  reports  with  the  action  thereon  are  as 
follows : 
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1.     Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the   United  States. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  the 
Synod  in  the  United  States  for  1884,  1885  and  1886  present 
the  following  report.  We  have  examined  these  minutes  and 
find  that  the  following  items  will  claim  the  attention  of  this 
synod : 

Item  1.  All  the  recommendations  of  General  Synod  to 
this  synod  were  adopted. 

Item  2,  page  74,  1886.  Is  a  request  that  General  Synod  re- 
new and  extend  its  efforts  to  establish  closer  relations  with 
the  Reformed  Alliance  of  Germany  and  other  ecclesiastical 
bodies  connected  with  our  church  on  the  continent  of  Europe 

Item  3,  page  74, 1886.  Is  a  request  to  take  such  measures 
as  will  bring  us  into  more  intimate  connection  with  the  other 
Reformed  denominations  of  this  country. 

Item  4,  page  81,  1886.  Is  a  petition  to  General  Synod  to 
set  apart  Reformation  Day  for  si)ecial  offerings  in  aid  of 
theological  education. 

Item  .5,  page  81,  1886.  Is  an  overture  to  set  apart  the  third 
Sunday  in  June  as  Children's  Day,  to  be  observed  by  the 
whole  church. 

In  behalf  of  the  committee.     Respectfully  submitted. 

EDMUND  R.  ESOHBAOH,  Chairman. 

This  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Item  1  was  adopt- 
ed ;  items  2  and  3  were  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches,  whose 
report  see  for  action  thereon  ;  for  action  in  item  4,  see  Article 
XVIII,  Church  (lovernmenl  ;  item  5  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Children's  Day,  and  for  action  and  report  see  Arti- 
cle XV,  vSuuday-schools. 

2.     Synod  of  Ohio. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Minutes  of  the 
Synod  of  Ohio  l)eg  leave  to  report  the  following  items  as 
claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod,  to  wit : 

Item  1.  The  Ohio  Synod  ;i]»i>roves  and  adopts  all  the  re- 
([uesls  and  recommendations  iii;tde  by  the  General  Synod,  to 
wit  : 

a.)     The  Rules  of  Order.     See  Minutes  of  1884,  page  6. 

h.)     The  cause  of  Home   Missions   commended   to   pastors 
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and  congregations  as  wortliy  of  their  confidence,  prayers  and 
contributions.     See  Minutes  of  1884,  pages  37  and  38. 

G.)  The  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  also  commended  to  pas- 
tors and  congregations.     See  Minutes  of  1884,  page  39. 

d.)  The  third  Sunday  in  January  of  each  year  as  a  mem- 
orial festival  of  the  Reformation  is  cordially  approved,  and 
ministers  and  congregations  are  requested  to  observe  tlie  said 
festival  from  year  to  year.     See  Minutes  of  1884,  page  71. 

e.)  The  apportionments  made  by  General  Synod  for  Con- 
tingent Expenses  and  Harbor  Missions  adopted.  See  Minutes 
of  1884,  page  80. 

Item  2.     The  Ohio  S3niod  overtures  the  General  Synod  : 

a.)  To  take  such  action  as  Mdll  require  district  synods,  in 
their  separate  missionary  work,  to  confine  their  operations  to 
their  own  territory,  according  to  the  i)lain  requirements  of 
the  constitution,  and 

b.)  That  any  missionary  work  done  outside  of  their  geo- 
graphical limits  be  carried  forward  under  the  direct  manage- 
ment and  control  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod.     See  Minutes  of  1885,  page  33. 

Item  3.  The  Ohio  Synod  overtures  the  General  Synod  to 
establish  a  Children.'s  Day  for  the  entire  church ;  and  respect- 
fully suggests  the  first  Sunday,  or  the  first  two  Sundays  in 
September,  as  the  most  suitable  time  for  such  services.  See 
Minutes  of  1885,  page  59. 

Item  4.     The  Ohio  Synod  overtures  the  General  Synod  : 

a.)  To  create  a  Board  of  Sunday-scliools  of  the  General 
Synod,  and 

h.)  That  Sunday-school  helps  and  services  be  provided  for 
use  in  our  Sunday-schools  throughout  the  entire  church.  See 
Minutes  of  1886,  page  63. 

Item  5.  The  Ohio  Synod  appoints  Revs.  G.  W.  Williard,  D. 
D.,  S.  B.  Yockey,  and  John  M.  Kendig  as  the  counsel  for  said 
synod  in  a  certain  appeal  which  the  Miami  Olassis  has  taken 
to  the  General  Synod.     See  Minutes  of  1886,  page  64. 

Item  6.     The  Ohio  Synod  overtures  this  s3niod : 

a.)  To  take  action  to  effect  the  union  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  and  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  and 

b.)     To  take  action  to  bring  about  the  union  of  our  church 
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with  tlie  Reformed  Church  in  America  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church.     See  Minutes  of  1880,  page  68, 

Item  7.  The  Ohio  Synod  recommends  to  General  Synod 
the  organization  of  a  new  district  synod  in  the  west.  See 
Minutes  of  188(5,  page  70. 

Respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  A.  PETERS, 

Chairman. 

The  rejjort  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Items  1  and  5  were 
adopted ;  item  2,  a  and  J,  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Home  Missions ;  item  3  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Children's  Day,  and  for  action  and  report  tliereon 
see  Article  XV.,  Sunday-schools. 

3.     Synod  of  the  Northwest. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Northwest  were  referred  beg  leave  to  report : 

Item  1.  Page  11,  Minutes  1885.  We  find  that  the  Memorial 
Day  of  the  Reformation  was  adopted  and  recommended  to 
the  classes  and  congregations. 

Item  2.  Page  13,  Minutes  1886.  A  resolution  respectfully 
requesting  General  Synod  to  take  steps  toward  a  union  with 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America.     Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  F.  BUSCHE,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :  Item  1  Avas  adopt- 
ed ;  item  2  was  adopted,  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  on 
Church  Union,  and  for  action  and  report  see  Article  XI,  Cor- 
respondence with  Sister  Churches. 

4.     Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

Your  committee  on  Minutes  of  Pittsburgh  Synod  beg  leave 
to  report  that  we  have  received  and  examined  the  minutes  of 
said  synod,  and  find  the  following  items  demanding  your  at- 
tention, to  wit : 

Minutes  of  1886. 

Item  1.     Page  6.    Synod  adopts  tlie  Rules  of  Order. 

Item  2.  In(piired  into  delin(iuency  of  stated  clerk  con- 
cerning minutes. 

Item  3.  Page  6.  Confirms  action  of  (reneral  Synod  in  re- 
gard to  Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 

Item  4.  Page  6.  Instructed  tlie  treasurer  to  pay  deficit 
due  General  Synod  at  last  session. 
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Item  5.  Page  6.  Approves  appointment  of  third  Sunday 
in  January  as  a  Keformation  festival  day. 

Minutes  of  1885. 

Item  6.  Page  34.  Declined  to  accept  apportionment  for 
Harbor  Missions,  but  commends  the  cause  to  the  liberality  of 
the  church. 

Minutes  of  1886. 

Item  7.  Page  6-7.  Overtures  General  Synod  in  regard  to 
union  with  other  churches. 

Item  8.  Page  52.  Refers  to  union  with  Reformed  Churches 
in  Europe.  Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  KENDIG,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows  :  Items  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
and  6  were  adopted ;  item  7  was  adopted  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Church  Union,  and  for  action  and  report  see 
Article  XL,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches;  in  item  8 
the  Pittsburgh  Synod  is  referred  to  the  action  of  sjmod  al- 
ready adopted  in  the  case. 

5.     Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac beg  leave  to  report  the  following  items  : 

Minutes  of  1884. 

Item  1,  page  10.  Synod  referred  the  Rules  of  Order  adopt- 
ed by  the  General  Synod  to  a  special  committee. 

Item  2,  page  10.  The  synod  adopted  General  Synod's  ac- 
tion declaring  it  inexpedient  to  set  apart  a  Sunday  in  June  as 
Children's  Day. 

Item  3,  page  10.  Adopted  General  Synod's  action  with 
reference  to  an  English  hymn  book. 

Item  4,  page  10.  Adopted  General  Synod's  action  setting 
apart  the  third  Sunday  in  January  as  Reformation  Memorial 
Day. 

Item  5,  page  10.  Adopted  General  Synod's  assessment  of 
$345  for  contingent  fund,  and  $345  for  Harbor  Missions. 

Item  6,  page  45.  Adopted  General  Synod's  action  urging 
increased  efforts  to  replenish  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 

1885.  Nothing  found  requiring  attention. 

1886.  Item  7,  page  6.     Synod  by  adoption  of  report  of  the 
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Committee  on  Rules  of  Order  urges  constitutional  objections 
to  some  of  the  rules,  and  refused  acquiescence  in  them. 

Respectfully  submitted.  J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER, 

Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Items  1,  3,  4,  5  and 
6  were  adopted ;  item  2  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Children's  Day,  and  for  action  and  report  in 
the  matter,  see  Article  XV.,  Sunday-schools ;  for  action  and 
report  in  item  7,  see  Article  IV.,  Rules  of  Order. 

0.     German  Synod  of  the  East. 

The  committee  oh  the  Minutes  of  the  German  Synod  of 
the  East  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing items : 

Minutes  of  1885. 

Item  1,  page  6  and  7.  The  Rules  of  Order  adopted  by  said 
synod. 

Item  2,  page  6.  Acquiescence  in  the  recommendations  of 
General  Synod  in  regard  to  Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 

Item  3,  page  22.  Is  a  re(piest  to  General  Synod  to  retain 
the  Harbor  Mission. 

Item  4,  page  23.  A  petition  to  (Jeneral  Synod  to  have  a 
summary  report,  published  annually,  in  regard  to  our  mis- 
sion work. 

Item  5,  page  12.  Action  of  the  classes  regarding  the  "  Di- 
rectory of  Worship." 

Minutes  of  188(5. 

Item  (>,  page  8!  A  request  for  a  revision  of  the  German 
translation  of  the  Rules  of  Order. 

Item  7,  page  15.  A  petition  to  take  into  prayerful  consid- 
eration the  union  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

Item  8,  page  2(5.  A  renewal  of  synod's  request  regarding 
the  Harbor  Mission. 

We  also  submit  tlie  following  action:  AVukri^as,  The 
German  Synod  of  the  East  has  failed  to  furnish  to  General 
Synod  the  required  copies  of  its  minutes;  therefore, 

Resolved.  That  the  General  Synod  liereV)y  expresses  its 
censure  for  such  neglect.         Respectfully  submitted, 

.JOHN  H.  STEALER,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  Ibllows  :  Items  1  and  2  were 
adopted ;  item  3  adopted  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Home 
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Missions ;  items  4  and  5  laid  on  the  table  until  the  Committee 
•on  Minutes  of  German  Classes  report ;  for  action  and  report  in 
item  6  see  Article  XVIII.,  Church  Government;  item  7 
adopted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church  Union ; 
item  8  adopted  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Home  Missions. 

On  motion,  in  the  absence  of  the  required  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East, 

Resolved^  That  Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  D,  D.,  be  and  hereby 
is  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  for  the.  use  of  the  General 
Synod  the  necessary  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  German 
Synod  of  the  East,  for  each  of  the  years  1884,  1885  and  1886. 

7.     The  Central  Synod. 

Your  committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Central  Synod  beg 
leave  to  submit  tlie  following  report : 

Item  1,  page  4,  1884.  Central  Synod  adopts  the  Rules  of 
Order  of  General  Synod. 

Item  2,  page  13,  1884.  Central  Synod  refers  the  recom- 
mendations of  General  Synod  concerning  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions  and  the  orphan's  cause  to  the  classes,  and  adopts  the 
other  recommendations  of  General  Synod,  except  the  one  re- 
lating to  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  the  Reformation  fes- 
tival. Concerning  this  item  the  following  action  was  taken 
in  1885 : 

Whereas,  For  centuries,  by  all  evangelical  protestant  bod- 
ies, who  celebrate  the  Reformation  festival-  at  all,  the  31st 
day  of  October  has  been  celebrated  as  a  memorial  day  of  the 
beginning  of  the  Reformation  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  German  Reformed  Church  is  acknowledged 
to  have  been  the  power,  giving  the  key-note  in  the  renewal 
of  the  church,  without  which  the  work  of  reform  by  Zwingli 
in  Switzerland  most  probi^bly  would  have  been  crushed ;  and 

Whereas,  Our  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  not  only  bas- 
es itself  upon  Ulrich  Zwingli's  activit}'^,  but  also  upon  the  Ger- 
man Reformation  and  the  work  of  John  Calvin,  and  therefore 
has  not  at  all  a  sectional  or  exclusive,  but  a  general  evangel- 
ical character ;  and 

Whereas,  If  the  beginning  of  the  reformation  of  the  Re- 
formed church  shall  be  celebrated  as  Reformation  festival, 
the  birthday  of  Zwingli  would  not  be  the  suitable  day,  but 
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tlie  beginniii*;'  of  liis  laJjors  in  Zurich,  or  perhaps  in  P]insie- 
deln,  just  as  the  birthday  of  Lutlier  is  not  celebrated  as  Ref- 
ormation festival ;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  does  not  deem  it  advisable  and 
proper,  that  our  church  alone  should  depart  from  the  historic- 
ally made  celebration  of  the  Reformation  festival  (von  der 
geschichtlich  gewordenen  Reformationsfeier),  and  appoint 
another  day  in  distinction  from  all  remaining  evangelical 
Christendom. 

Resolved^  That  we  admonish  all  ministers  of  our  church  to 
make  special  reference  to  the  Reformed  church,  her  history, 
doctrines  and  principles  at  the  regular  celebration  of  the  Ref- 
ormation festival. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  we  can  see  no  necessity  for 
the  intended  change,  and  expect  no  benefit  from  the  same, 
we  request  the  General  Synod  respectfully  to  desist  from  the 
change,  and  abide  by  the  established  custom. 

Item  3,  page  8,  1886.  Central  Synod  requests  General  Syn- 
od to  prepare  the  way  for  a  union  between  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America  and  ours. 

Item  4,  page  64, 1886.  Central  Synod  calls  the  attention  of 
General  Synod  to  the  small  representation  of  the  German 
part  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, and  hereby  kindly  requests  this  body  to  make  x>rovis- 
ion  lor  a  proper  representation  in  said  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted.  CHARLP^S  F.  KRIETE, 

Chah'man. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Items  1  and  4  were 
adopted;  for  action  in  item  2  see  Article  XVIII,  Church 
Government;  item  3  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Church  Union. 


ARTICLE  IX. 
MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

1.     English  Classes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  tlie  Minutes  of  the  English 
Classes  submitted  tlieir  report,whicli  was  received,  considered 
item  by  item,  and,  as  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole.  Tliis  re- 
port is  as  follows  : 
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Your  committee  on  the  official  Minutes  of  the  English 
Classes  would  respectfully  offer  the  following  report : 

Official  reports  of  the  following  classes  have  come  into  our 
hands,  viz.:  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Philadelphia,  Lan- 
caster (Synod  U.  S.),  East  Susquehanna,  Goshenhoppen,  To- 
hickon,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill,  West  Susquehanna,  Miami,  Tus- 
carawas, Eastern  Ohio,  Northern  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Wichita,  St.  Paul's,  Allegheny,  Clarion,  Zion's,  Mercersburg, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Carlisle,  Gettysburg. 

The  committee  has  examined  these  reports  and  find  the  fol- 
lowing items  claiming  the  attention  of  your  reverend  body : 

Item  1,  The  following  classes  report  that  they  have  taken 
favorable  action  on  all  the  recommendations  and  requests  of 
General  Synod : 

East  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster  (Synod  \J.  S.),  East  Susque- 
hanna, Philadelphia,  Lebanon,  Schuylkill,  Lehigh,  Tohickon, 
Goshenhoppen,  Northern  Illinois,  Miami,  Iowa,  Zion's,  West 
Susquehanna. 

Item  2.    In  relation  to  the  Directory  of  Worship  : 

a.)  The  following  classes  approve  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Directory  of  Worship;  East  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster  (Synod 
U.  S.),  Philadelphia,  Lebanon,  Schuylkill,  Lehigh,  Tohickon, 
Goshenhoppen,  Allegheny,  St.  Paul's,  Northern  Illinois,  Tus- 
carawas, Miami,  Iowa,  Eastern  Ohio,  Gettysburg,  Carlisle, 
North  Carolina,  Zion's,  Virginia,  West  Susquehanna,  Clarion. 

h.)  The  following  classes  disapprove  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Directory  of  Worship  :  East  Susquehanna,  Mercersburg. 

Item  3.  Philadelphia,  Northern  Illinois,  Iowa,  Eastern 
Ohio  and  Mercersburg  Classes  overtures  the  General  Synod 
in  behalf  of  closer  union  with  other  Keformed  Churches  in 
this  country  having  a  presbyterial  form  of  government. 

Item  4.  North  Carolina  Classis  requests  this  synod  to  in- 
struct its  delegates  to  other  Eeformed  bodies  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  these  bodies  the  desirableness  of  union  in  mis- 
sion work. 

Item  5.  A  paper  from  the  Lancaster  Classis  of  the  Sjniod  in 
the  United  States,  as  an  overture  to  General  Synod,  touching 
the  overture  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  on  the  sub- 
ject of  church  union. 

Item  6.  Wichita  Classis  asks  this  General  Synod  to  enroll 
said  classis  as  a  member  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio. 
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Item  7.  Northern  Illinois  and  Kansas  Classes  petition  this 
General  Synod  to  constitute  a  new  synod  of  the  classes  of 
Northern  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas  and  Wichita;  and  Kansas 
Olassis  further  requests  that  authority  be  given  to  organize 
the  new  s3niod  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  Sept.  29,  1887,  at  1  ilM)  p.  m. 

Item  8.  An  appeal  of  Miami  Classis  from  certain  action 
of  the  Ohio  Synod  to  General  Synod ;  and  tlie  appointment 
of  Revs.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  D.  R.  Taylor  and  J.  B.  Henry  as 
counsel  to  defend  classis  before  General  Synod. 

Item  0.  Miami  Classis  overtures  General  Synod  to  secure 
an  evangelist  to  visit  weak  churches  within  its  (General  Syn- 
od's) bounds. 

Item  10.  North  Carolina  Classis  requests  the  General  Syn- 
od to  apportion  the  amount  of  money  needed  by  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  among  the  several  district  synods. 

Item  11.  Lebanon  Classis  recommends  the  General  Synod 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  advisability  of  further  sustain- 
ing the  Harbor  Mission. 

Item  12.  Lebanon  Classis  requests  General  Synod  to  pre- 
pare an  English  hymn  book  for  the  use   of  the  whole  church. 

Item  13.  Schuylkill  Classis  requests  General  Synod  to 
provide  separate  columns  for  deaths  of  confirmed  and  uncon- 
firmed members  in  the  statistical  tables,  and  also  columns  for 
Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers. 

Item  11.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  the  General 
Synod  to  oi)en  a  column  in  the  statistical  tables  for  church 
periodicals. 

Item  15.  Philadelphia  and  Tohickon  Classes  adopt  the 
Rules  of  Order  of  the  General  Synod,  with  tlie  excei)tion  of 
the  section  7,  which  they  declare  to  be  unconstitutional. 

Item  16.  Philadelphia  Classis  overtures  the  General  Syn- 
od to  establish  tlie  custom  of  taking  annual  collections  for 
theological  education  on  Reformation  Day. 

Item  17.  Pliibidelphia  Classis  recjuests  this  General  Synod 
to  postpone  indefinitely  the  consideration  of  the  revised  con- 
stitution. 

Item  18.  The  same  classis  petitions  General  Synod  to  take 
favorable  action  in  behalf  of  Women's  Missionary  Societies. 

Item  19.    Mercersburg  Classis  requests  the  General  Synod 


32 

to  make  a  deliverance  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  Article  49' 
of  the  constitution. 

Item  20.  Clarion  Classis  requests  the  General  Synod  to 
publish  an  edition  of  the  Directory  of  Worship  with  the  Gos- 
pel and  Epistle  Lessons  printed  in  full. 

Item  21.  Kansas  Classis  requests  the  General  Synod  to 
pay  one-half  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  its  delegates  to 
this  meeting. 

Item  22.  Carlisle  Classis  takes  favorable  action  in  regard 
to  the  Harbor  Mission. 

Note. — No  reports  have  been  received  from  Westmoreland,, 
Somerset,  Lancaster  (O.),  Tiffin,  St.  Joseph,  San  Francisco, 
Portland-Oregon,  and  Maryland  Classes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  RUPP,  Chairman. 

Item  1  was  adoioted ;  for  action  and  reports  in  items  2,  6,  7,, 
13,  15,  16  and  19,  see  Article  XVIIL,  Church  Government ; 
items  3,  4  and  5  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church 
Union;  for  action  and  decision  in  item  8  see  Article  XVI., 
Appeals  and  References ;  for  action  adopted  in  items  9  and 
IS  see  Article  XIII.,  Missions ;  item  10  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  ;  item  11  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Home  Missions ;  item  12  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  English  Hymn  Book;  in  item  14,  i?e- 
solved.,  That  the  request  of  said  classis  can  not  be  granted ;  in 
item  IT,  the  attention  of  said  classis  is  directed  to  the  action 
already  taken  by  this  synod ;  item  20  laid  on  the  table  until 
the  subject  of  the  Directory  of  Worship  shall  be  considered; 
in  item  21  the  request  was  granted,  and  subject  matter  there- 
of referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  ;  item  22 
laid  on  the  table  until  the  Standing  Committee  on  Home 
Missions  report. 

On  motion.  Resolved.,  That  the  classes  which  have  not  sent 
in  official  reports  of  their  minutes  to  General  Synod,  have 
their  attention  hereby  called  to  this  delinquency. 

2.     German  Classes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  German 
Classes  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  consid- 
ered item  by  item,  and  adopted  as  a  whole.  This  report  is  as 
follows : 
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The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  (ierman  Classes  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

Reports  from  the  t'ollowiufi;  classes  were  placed  in  our 
hands:  Sheboj-gan,  Indiana,  Zion,  Minnesota,  German  Phila- 
delphia, German  IMaryland,  West  New  York,  St.  John's, 
Heidelberg,  Erie,  Cincinnati. 

Item  1.  On  the  Directory  of  Worship  the  tbllowing  classes 
took  favorable  action  and  voted  aye  :  Zion,  INIinnesota,  Ger- 
man Philadelphia,  St.  John  and  Heidelberg. 

On  the  same  question  the  following  classes  vot«d  nay :  She- 
boygan, German  ^Maryland,  West  New  York,  Erie.  The 
classes  of  Indiana  and  C-incinnati  abstained  from  voting. 

Item  2.  On  the  Rules  of  Order  all  those  classes  that  voted 
on  them,  voted  aye,  namely :  Sheboygan,  Zion,  Indiana,  Ger- 
man Philadelphia,  German  Maryland,  West  New  York.  The 
classes  of  Minnesota,  St.  John,  Heidelberg,  Erie  and  Cincin- 
nati took  no  action. 

Item  3.  On  the  subject  of  Home  Missions  all  voted  aye, 
except  German  Maryland,  St.  John  and  Heidelberg,  which 
took  no  action. 

Item  4.  On  the  question  of  temperance  the  classes  of  Zion, 
Indiana,  West  New  York  and  Erie  expressed  a  favorable 
opinion  ;  the  majority  of  the  classes  observing  silence  on  the 
question. 

Item  5.  On  the  proposition  to  lix  the  third  Sunday  in  the 
month  of  January  as  the  proper  time  lor  the  festival  of  the 
Reformation,  all  classes  that  voted  decided  in  favor,  except 
German  Maryland  Classis,  which  prefers  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber. 

REQUESTS. 

Item  6.  Minnesota  Classis  overtures  the  General  Synod  to 
have  prepared  a  formula  for  the  reception  of  ])ersons  into  the 
church  by  re-profession. 

Item  7.  German  Maryland  Classis  overtures  the  (ieneral 
Synod : 

a.)  To  change  paragraph  2H  of  the  Rules  of  Order  so  that 
a  person  be  permitted  to  speak  on  any  sul)ject  but  fifteen 
minutes  instead  of  one  hour,  as  now  permitted. 

b.)  To  re-consider  the  action  taken  in  regard  to  the  time 
of  the  anniversarv  of  the  Reformation. 
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Item  8.     St.  Jolm's  Classis  overtures  the  General  Synod : 

a.)  For  a  deliverance  as  to  the  meaning  of  Article  49  of 
the  constitution,  whether  the  third  question  of  the  same  has 
reference  to  both  elders  and  ministers. 

b.)  To  have  a  free  German  translation  of  the  Directory  of 
Worshij)  made  by  a  committee  selected  from  the  German  part 
of  the  church. 

Item  9.  Cincinnati  Classis  overtures  the  General  Synod  to 
take  measures  to  effect,  if  possible,  a  union  of  our  church 
with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

Respectfully  submitted.  PETER  GREDING, 

Chairman. 

This  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Items  1,  2,  3,  4  and 
5  were  adopted ;  item  6  was  adopted,  and  the  attention  of 
said  classis  directed  to  the  action  by  synod  in  the  matter ; 
item  7,  «,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order,  and 
5,  the  attention  of  classis  directed  to  the  action  taken  on  the 
subject;  for  action  in  item  8,  a  and  5,  see  Article  XVIII, 
Church  Government ;  and  item  9  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Church  Union. 


ARTICLE  X. 
OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their 
report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  and,  as 
amended,  adopted  as  a  whole.    This  rejjort  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

Item  1.  A  communication  from  Rev.  B.  Bausman,  D.  D., 
retiring  president  of  General  Synod,  (a).  Presenting  his 
excuse  for  non-attendance  upon  the  present  meeting,  (b). 
Informing  this  body  of  the  appointment  of  C.  G.  Gross,  Esq., 
treasurer  pro  tern.,  by  the  officers  of  the  last  General  Synod, 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  W.  D.  Gross,  treasurer,  and 
asking  this  body  to  approve  their  action,  (c).  Asking  the 
approval  of  his  instructions  to  the  treasurer  to  pay  the  appor- 
tionment laid  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Alliance  of 
the  Reformed  Churches,  upon  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  that  body. 
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Item  2.  (communication  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
American  section  of  the  Alliance  of  the  Reformed  Churches, 
setting  forth  the  number  of  delegates  to  be  sent.  Also  the 
minutes  of  its  meeting  held  in  New  York  City,  April  20, 1887. 

Item  3.  A  communication  containing  the  action  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  upon  the  mat- 
ter of  co-operative  union. 

Item  4.  Keport  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Bethany 
Orphan's  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Pa. 

Item  5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  tlie  Orphan's  Home  near 
Fort  AV'ayne,  Ind. 

Item  (5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  St.  Paul's 
Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Pa. 

Item  7.  A  copy,  each,  of  the  Report  of  the  Provincial 
Board  of  Church  Extension ;  of  the  Bohemian  Committee ;  of 
the  Editorial  Committees,  and  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Moravian  Churcli. 

Item  8.  A  book  entitled,  ''A  Popular  Treatise  on  Bap- 
tism," by  Rev.  J.  J.  Leberman,  A.  M. 

Item  9.  A  book  entitled,  "Europe  Through  American 
Eyes,"  by  Prof.  A.  S.  Zerbe,  Ph.D.,  of  Heidelberg  College, 
Tiffin,  O. 

Item  10.  A  copy  of  "A  Practical  Church  Register  for  (Con- 
gregational Purposes,"  by  Rev.  M.  Loucks,  and  published  in 
Dayton,  O. 

Item  11.  Two  copies  of  the  Catalogue  of  Ursinus  College 
for  the  year  1886-87.  One  copy  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Annual 
Catalogue  of  Heidelberg  College,  Tiffin,  O.,  1887.  Two 
copies  of  the  "General  Register  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College,  and  Annual  Register  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
Lancaster,  Pa.,"  for  the  year  1886-87. 

Item  12.  Report  of  the  delegate  to  the  Moravian  Synod  in 
triennial  session  at  Lititz,  Pa.,  May  23, 1884. 

Item  13.  (a).  A  request  from  the  delegate  of  the  Port- 
land-Oregon Classis  to  be  excused  for  non-attendance  upon 
this  meeting  of  General  Synod,  (b).  An  appeal  for  aid  in 
their  mission  work. 

Item  14.  (a).  A  recpiest  of  Rev.  "NVm.  Hansen,  of  De- 
troit, to  take  his  complaint  against  Reformirte  Kirchenzeit- 
ung^  and  against  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  from  the  table, 
and  do  him  justice,     (h).    Reports  the  founding  of  a  home 
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for  orphans  and  the  aged,  and  recommends  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  General  Synod.     (<?).     By-laws  of  the  association. 

Item  15.  An  invitation  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Akron,  to  the  members  of  this  General  Synod, 
to  visit  its  reading-room  and  parlors,  as  it  may  suit  their  con- 
venience, between  the  hours  of  nine  a.  m.  and  ten  p.  m.,  and 
avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  there  offered. 

Item  16.  A  statement  by  the  president  of  the  nature  and 
needs  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their 
Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
twenty-two  copies  of  the  charter  and  by-laws  of  said  society. 

Item  17.  Four  communications  from  Rev.  John  V,  Potts, 
of  Pulaski,  Ohio,  to  wit:  (a).  A  communication,  together 
with  three  ijamphlets  descriptive  of  "Lower  California,  the 
Peninsula  now  opening  to  Colonists,"  under  the  auspices  of 
The  International  Company  of  Mexico,  to  which  he  calls  the 
attention  of  this  body,  as  prospective  missionary  ground. 
(b).  A  communication  on  the  subject  of  hymnology.  (c). 
A  communication  on  the  Otterbein  movement,  suggesting  to 
this  body  the  propriety  of  seeking  to  enter  into  fraternal  cor- 
respondence with  the  United  Brethren,  (d).  A  copy  of  a 
book  entitled,  "The  Succession  of  a  Hundred  Years,  etc.," 
accompanied  with  a  written  communication,  pointing  out  the 
relation  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  the  United  Brethren. 

Item  18.  Report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  com- 
mitted the  charge  of  the  publication  of  all  future  editions  of 
the  Directory  of  Worship.  Also  the  exhibit  of  the  vote  of 
the  several  classes  on  the  question  of  the  constitutional  adop- 
tion or  rejection  of  the  Directory  of  Worship. 

Item  19.     A  letter  from  Rev.  John  Gantenbein,  requesting 
this   Synod  to  excuse   the  non-attendance  of  the  delegates 
from  Portland-Oregon  Classis,  upon  its  present  sessions. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  N.  CALLENDER,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  Item  1,  a),  excused, 
h).  action  of  officers  of  synod  approved,  and  c),  action  of  pres- 
ident and  payment  by  treasurer  approved;  for  action  and 
report  in  items  S  and  7  see  Article  XL,  Correspondence  with 
Sister  Churclies;  items  4,  5  and  6  were  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing C'ommittee  on  Orphans'  Homes,  and  for  action  and  report 
see  Article  XIV.,  Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions ;  in 
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items  8,  9,  10  and  11  the  books  were  accepted  with  thanks, 
and  ordered  to  be  placed  in  tlie  archives;  item  12  adojjted  in 
<;onnection  with  item  4,  d)^  in  report  of  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  and  for  report  see  Article  XI., 
Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches;  item  13,  «).  excused, 
and  J),  referred  to  the  committee  on  Home  Missions;  for 
action  and  report  in  item  14,  a,  h  and  c,  see  Article  XVII., 
Complaints;  in  item  15  Synod  accepted  the  invitation  with 
thanks;  for  action  and  report  in  item  16,  see  Article  XIV., 
Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions;  in  item  17,  a),  re- 
ferred to  Standing  Committee  on  Home  Missions,  5),  referred 
to  special  committee  on  English  hymn  book,  c),  referred  to 
Committee  on  Church  Union,  and  6?),  book  received  with 
thanks,  and  communication  referred  to  Committee  on  Church 
Union;  item  18  referred  to  the  Standing  Committees  on  Min- 
utes of  Classes;  item  19  was  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XL 
CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

I.      REPORT   OF    STANDING    COMMITTEE. 

The  Standiug  ( lonmiittee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister 
Churches  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  (V)rrespondence  with  Sister  Churches, 
would  respectfully  rei)ort  that  the  following  documents  and' 
items  were  placed  in  their  hands : 

1.  The  request  on  the  part  of  a  number  of  the  members  of 
this  synod,  tiuit  a  telegram  be  sent  expressiug  the  fraternal 
regards  of  tliis  body  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  now  in  session  at  Catskill,  N.  Y. 

2.  A  certificate  i'rom  the  secretary  of  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  appointing  Rev.  M.  Sheeleigh,  D.  D.,  delegate  to 
convey  the  fraternal  greetings  of  that  body  to  this  Synod, 
together  with  a  letter  from  the  delegate  explaining  the 
reasons  for  his  absence  here,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  Minutes 
of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

3.  Two  items  from  tlie  Minutes  of  the  General  Svnod  of 
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Baltimore,  on  page  74,  a),  relating  to  establishing  closer  rela- 
tions with  the  Reformed  Alliance  of  Germany,  and  other 
bodies  of  the  continent;  5),  adopting  measures  to  bring  us 
into  more  intimate  connection  with  the  other  Reformed 
denominations  in  this  country. 

4.  A  certificate  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  stating  that  Rev.  Lawrence  Dykstra  was 
appointed  a  delegate  to  us  from  that  body,  and  a  letter  from 
the  delegate  to  this  General  Synod.  Also  a  copy  of  their 
minutes  for  1884. 

We  offer  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  the  President  of  this  General  Sj^nod  be  and  is 
hereby  instructed  to  send  a  telegram  to  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  at  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  with 
our  Christian  greetings  referring  to  Numbers  (5 :  24-26,  through 
Rev.  Jas.  I.  Good,  a  member  of  synod. 

2.  That  the  letter  from  Rev.  M.  Sheeleigh,  D.  D.,  delegate 
from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
be  read,  and  tliat  the  correspondence  with  said  church  be 
continued. 

3.  That  our  corresponding  secretary  l)e  requested  to 
forward  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  Calaminus,  of  Elberfeld,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Reformed  Alliance  of  Germanj^,  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  this  General  Synod  to  that  Alliance  at  its  next 
meeting,  in  the  Province  of  Lippe,  in  August,  1887 ;  and  that 
the  General  Synod  hereby  appoints  Rev.  Frederick  Forwick 
as  delegate,  to  represent  us  as  a  church  at  that  meeting,  with- 
out expense  to  this  body. 

4.  That  the  letter  of  Rev.  Lawrence  Dykstra,  delegate 
from  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  be  read ;  and  that 
the  correspondence  with  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America  be  continued;  and  also  that  a  committee 
to  meet  with  a  like  committee  from  that  body,  to  confer  on 
the  subject  of  organic  union  between  the  two  churches,  be 
appointed  at  this  session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  VAN  HORNE,  Chairman. 
In  accordance  with  the  request  and  recommendation  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  report,  it  was,  on  motion. 

Resolved.,  That  the  president  of  this  body  be  and  hereby  is 
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authorized  and  instructed  to  send  by  telegram  our  fraternal 
greetings  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  (Jliurch  in 
America,  now  in  session  at  C'atskill,  N.  Y.,  referring  to  Num- 
bers 6:  24-2<),  through  Kev.  James  I.  Good,  a  member  of  this 
synod. 

The  said  telegram  was  sent  on  Friday,  and  on  Saturday 
morning  the  president  of  synod  announced  that  the  follow- 
ing telegram  in  reply  had  been  received,  which  was  accei)ted 
and  ordered  to  be  embodied  in  the  minutes : 

"  Catskill,  New  Yokk,  June  4,  1887. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  lieformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 
greeting.  See  Jude,  20  and  21  verses.  From  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America.  Charles  I.  Shepherd." 


II.      REPORTS  FROxM  DELEGATES  TO  CORRESPONDING  BODIES. 

The  delegates  elected  by  the  last  General  Synod  in  1884,  to 
corresponding  bodies,  i)resented   their  reports,  which    were 
received  and  adopted.     These  several  reports  are  as  ibllows: 
1.     The  General  ISijnod  of  the  Reformed  Chxirch  in  America. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 

States: 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — It  was  m.^  pleasure  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  which  Avas  held  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  June  4,  1884.  Your  delegate  was  cordially 
received  by  that  reverend  l)ody,  and  in  response  to  his  fra- 
ternal greetings  by  its  president,  the  feeling  was  most  heartily 
reciprocated.  During  his  short  stay  with  its  members  he  was 
most  cordially  entertained.  In  referring  to  the  close  ])r().\im- 
ity  of  the  sessions  of  our  resjjcctive  synods,  in  which  our 
voices  commingled  through  our  delegates,  which  fact  might 
be  indicative  of  a  closer  union  of  the  two  ])odies,  the  senti- 
ment was  heartily  ai»plau(led.  Your  representative  was 
reciuested  to  bear  to  your  reverend  l)ody  the  fraternal  feel- 
ings and  good  wishes  of  our  sister  church,  with  lier  benedic- 
tion on  our  work.  For  an  account  of  their  labors  during  the 
preceding  year  we  refer  you  to  their  annual  niinutes,  a  copy 
ol"  which  we  present  with  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  H.  KEFAl'VKK. 
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2.     The  General  Assemhly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  undersigned,  liaving  been  appointed  delegate  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  learned  in 
the  immediate  wake  of  the  adjournment  of  tlie  Synod  of  Bal- 
timore, of  the  speedy  convention  of  the  assembly.  Not 
being  able  to  secure  his  credentials  in  time,  he  forwarded  the 
greetings  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  the 
moderator  of  the  asseml)ly,  and  also  ordered  a  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  synod.  A  friendly  personal  letter  was  sent  in 
reply,  assuring  your  delegate  that  the  reverend  moderator 
would  lay  your  delegate's  excuse  for  non-attendance,  and  the 
copy  of  minutes  forwarded,  before  that  body. 
Respectfully  offered, 

CLEMENT  Z.  WEISER. 


3.     The  General  Sy7iod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.,  in  session  at  Akron.,  O..,  June  i,  1887 : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — In  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  your  delegate  j9/'/- 
marius.,  I,  as  secundus.,  attended  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United 
States,  convened  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  27-June  2,  1885.  I 
was  cordially  received  by  said  General  Synod,  and  in  a  brief 
address  presented  to  it  the  fraternal  greetings  of  our  body, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  our  General  Synod, 
held  at  Baltimore,  in  May,  1884.  The  president  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutlieran  Church  responded 
very  kindly  to  my  address,  and  requested  me  to  assure  you 
that  the  body  which  he  represented  took  a  deep  interest  in 
our  welfare  and  was  pleased  to  learn  of  our  success  in  ad- 
vancing the  cause  of  Christ.  The  expenses  incurred  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  devolved  upon  me  amount  to  $2.50. 
Respectfullv  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  TITZEL. 
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4,     The   Quadrennial  Provincial  Synod  of  the  Moravian 

Church: 


To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Unit- 
ed States: 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — The  Synod  of  the  Moravian 
Church  assembled  in  triennial  session  at  Lititz,  Pa.,  May  23, 
1884,  only  two  weeks  after  the  election  of  delegates  by  the 
■General  Synod  at  Baltimore. 

Rev.  N.  Gehr,  D.  D.,  delegate  primarius  was  prevented  by 
engagements  from  attendance.  At  his  request  it  became  the 
pleasant  duty  of  the  delegate  secundus  to  mingle  with  the 
brethren  of  that  synod. 

Your  delegate  was  cordially  received  and  was  the  recipient 
of  many  personal  courtesies.  An  early  opportunity  was 
given  to  tender  the  synod  the  fraternal  greetings  of  your  rev- 
erend body.  They  gladly  lieard  of  the  peace  movement,  the 
foreign  missionary  enterprise,  as  well  as  of  the  general  prog- 
ress in  this  part  of  the  great  moral  vineyard. 

Bishop  E.  de  Schweinitz,  who  presided  over  the  delibera- 
tions of  tlie  synod,  cordially  reciprocated  the  salutation  of 
this  ( reneral  Synod.  He  reminded  us  of  the  early  and  inti- 
mate relation  our  churches  sustained  for  each  other.  In  the 
persecutions  of  the  Reformation  period  the  Moravian  and 
Reformed  churches  formed  a  union.  The  basis  of  sucli  rela- 
tion was  the  Consensus  Sendomeriensis^  adopted  in  1570. 
The  i)r()tracted  and  consuming  persecutions  overthrew  the 
visible  organization,  ('ongregatious  were  nevertheless  main- 
tained in  Poland  and  Hungary,  and  were  spoken  of  as  the 
"  hidden  seed."  Several  ol"  these  congregations  are  nov)  in 
existence. 

Accompaiiyiug  this  letter  please  find  several  papers,  viz.: 
Report  of  the  Boheiuian  Committee;  Report  of  the  P]ditorial 
■Committee;  Report  of  the  Theological  Seminary  by  the  Fac- 
ulty; also  the  Rei)ort  of  the  Provincial  Board  of  Church  Ex- 
tensi6n.  Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  MOSSER. 
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5.     The  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. 

To  the  Reverend  General  Sijnod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States: 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
General  Synod,  held  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  the  undersigned  was 
elected  as  delegate  to  represent  your  reverend  body  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Synod  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  therefore  my  duty  to  report  to  your  synod  in  regard  to  the 
fulfillment  of  this  duty  assigned  to  me.  I  take  the  liberty  of 
reporting  the  fact,  that  neither  I  nor  my  secundus.,  Rev.  J. 
F.  H.  Dieckman,  had  the  necessary  freedom  to  go  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  above  named  synod,  because  said  evangelical  body 
had  so  far  showed  no  willingness  to  hold  correspondence  with 
our  church.  The  Minutes  of  oUr  General  SynocTwilhshow 
that  the  above  named  synod  had  only  once  sent  a  representa- 
tive to  our  synod,  and  otherwise  gave  very  little  evidence  of 
such  an  interchange  of  delegates.  My  secundus  authorized 
me  to  communicate  these  facts  as  our  personal  conviction  in 
this  matter,  and  joins  me  in  respectfully  asking  this  reverend 
body  to  excuse  our  non-attendance. 

Very  respectfully.  JOHN  H.  KLEIN. 


III.   ELECTION  OF  DELEGATES  TO  CORRESPONDING  BODIES. 

1.  To  General  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  in  America. — 
Rev.  J.  Spangier  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  prirnarius;  Rev.  Benjamin 
Bausman,  D.  D.,  secundus. 

2.  T'o  General  Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America. — Rev.  John  I.  Swander,  D.  T).., pri- 
rnarius; Rev.  James  Crawford,  secundus. 

3.  To  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
— Rev.  David  B.  h^Ay .,  prirnarius ;  Rev.  Henry  A.  Keyser,  se- 
cundus. 

4.  To  Quadrennial  Provincial  Synod  of  the  Moravian 
Church. — Rev.  Joseph  B.  Shumaker,  D.  T)..,  prirnarius;  Rev. 
L.  Kryder  Evans,  secundus. 

5.  To  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. — Rev.  Herman 
Rust,  D.  D.,  primarius;  Rev.  Lewis  Praikschatis,  secundus. 
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IV.   DELEGATES  FROM  CORRESPONDING  BODIES. 

There  were  no  delegates  present  in  person  from  correspond- 
ing bodies,  and  for  further  particuhirs  relating  to  the  recep- 
tion of  communications  and  the  continuance  of  correspond- 
ence, the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches,  and  the 
election  of  delegates  to  corresponding  bodies. 


V.      THE    SrB.JECT   OF   CHl'RCII    UNION. 

The  standing  Committee  on  Overtures  during  the  morning 
session  on  Friday,  rei)«rted  in  item  3  that  a  communication, 
containing  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  on  co-operative  union,  was  received. 

The  respective  Standing  Committees  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Ohio  Synod,  in  item  ^i,  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  in 
item  3,  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East,  in  item  7,  and  of 
the  Central  Synod,  in  item  3,  reported  that  these  synods  peti- 
tioned General  Synod  to  adopt  measures  looking  towards  a 
union  between  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
and  the  Relbrmed  Ciiurch  in  America. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Tittsburgii 
Synod  reported  in  item  7  that  said  synod  overtured  General 
Synod  in  regard  to  union  with  other  churches. 

Tile  Standing  Committee  on  JMinutesof  Englisii  Classes  re- 
ported in  item  3  that  the  classes  of  Philadelphia,  Mercers- 
burg,  Eastern  Ohio,  Northern  Illinois  and  Iowa  overtured 
(General  Synod  in  behalf  of  a  closer  union  witli  Reformed 
('hurches  in  tiiis  country  having  a  presbyterial  Ibnn  of  gov- 
ernment. 

The  same  committee  also  reported  in  item  4  that  North 
Carolina  Classis  re<iuested  (ieneral  Synod  to  instruct  its  dele- 
gates to  otiier  Relbrmed  bodies  to  bring  to  the  attention  of 
these  bodies  the  desirableness  of  union  in  mission  work. 

Tiie  same  committee  also  reported  in  item  5  a  paper  from 
Lancaster  Classis  (Synod  in  U.  S.)  as  an  overture  to  General 
Synod,  touching  the  overture  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  on  the  Kuljject  of  church  union. 

The  subject  matter  of  these  several  items  was  referred  to  a 
special  Committee  on  Church  Union,  consisting  of  two  mem- 
bers from  each  district  svnod.  namelv : 
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Kev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  Synod  in  United  States, 

"    Abraham  B.  Koplin,  D.  D.,     *   "      "        "  " 

"    George  W.  Williard,  D.  D.,        "      of  Ohio. 

"    John  I.  Swander,  D.  D.,  "      "      " 

"    Charles  F.  Kriete,  Synod  of  Northwest. 

"    Peter  Joerris,  '  "       "  " 

"    John  W.  Pontius,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

"    John  M.  Schick,         "      "  " 

"    William  Rupp,  D.  D.,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

'^    Barton  R.  Carnahan,      '  "       "        " 

"    John  F.  Busche,  German  Synod  of  East. 

"    Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D.,  "        "        "      '' 

"    Herman  J.  Ruetenik,  D.  D.,  Central  Synod. 

"    Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  "  " " 

This  committee,  whose  report  was  made  the  order  of  the 
■day  for  Wednesday  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  submitted 
their  report  at  the  appointed  time.  The  report  was  received, 
discussed,  slightly  amended  and  adopted ;  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  charged  with  the  consideration  of  a  closer 
union  between  Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterial 
polity,  and  of  various  items  bearing  upon  the  subject  referred 
to  them,  beg  to  submit  the  following  result  to  the  judgment 
of  the  synod. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  us  to  give  a  deliverance  upon 
the  praises  of  Christian  unity  and  the  desirableness  of  a 
closer  union  between  the  many  evangelical  churches  now  sep- 
arated by  distinct  formal  organizations.  No  individual  and 
no  organized  body  of  individuals  can  disparage  the  virtue,  or 
discard  earnest  and  honest  attempts  to  promote  its  manifesta- 
tion in  actual  life,  without  becoming  liable  to  the  suspicion 
or  charge  of  not  only  lacking  but  despising  that  spirit  of  love 
which  Jesus  our  Lord  so  highly  commended,  and  tlie  beauty 
and  blessedness  of  that  harmony  and  concord  among  his  dis- 
ciples, which  they  are  solemnly  enjoined  to  cultivate  and  do 
all  in  their  power  to  promote. 

If  any  should  ask  what  we  think  of  unity  among  Chris- 
tians, and  what  we  may  stand  ready  to  do  in  favor  of  a  closer 
union  between  not  only  churches  known  by  the  distinctive 
name  Reformed,  but  all  evangelical  churches,  we  might  sim- 
ply point  to  the  history  of  the  church  of  which  we  are  the 
oldest  branch,  and  to  the  testimony  of  its  general  course  dur- 
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iiig  the  past  three  ceiitnries  in  rei;ard  to  the  relations  of  ami- 
ty and  Iraternization  between  different  parts  of  the  commun- 
ion of  saints.  We  may  never  have  induljiied  in  loud  procla- 
mations of  our  love  of  unity  and  union,  but  it  may  be  affirmed 
without  boasting  that  from  the  great  conference  at  Marburg 
onward  the  Reformed  Church  has  shown  a  willingness  to  do 
more  and  suffer  more  in  the  interest  of  a  true  consistent 
('hristian  union  than  any  other.  Had  her  spirit,  wislies  and 
counsel  prevailed  in  other  days,  there  would  be  lewer  divis- 
ions in  the  great  household  of  faith  than  now  exist.  And 
now  that  they  do  exist,  it  is  believed  she  will  be  found  ready 
to  go  any  length  short  of  sacrificing  vital  fundamental  prin- 
ciples and  doctrines  to  heal  the  divisions. 

We  may,  indeed,  not  magnify  the  facts  or  evils  of  sects,  or 
be  willing  to  stigmatize  all  as  sects  whom  some  superciliously 
despise  and  condemn  as  such.  Some  of  the  divisions  now 
maintained  sprang  not  from  schismatic  agitations,  but  from 
social  and  national  causes  naturally  leading  to  such  diversity 
of  organizations.  This  holds  indeed  of  almost  every  branch 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  They  are  in  fact  one  in  everything 
but  fornud  union  and  some  less  vital  usages. 

Let  it  therefore  be  assumed  that  our  church  is  ready  for 
any  proper  union  movement  in  harmony  not  only  with  I.  Cor- 
inthians :xiii,  but  also  with  Galatians  1  :S.  The  papers  and 
items  referred  to  us  present  the  matter  in  two  leading  as- 
pects :  First,  that  of  general  union  among  different  denomi- 
nations of  evangelical  ('hristians;  and  secondly,  of  union  be- 
tween the  different  Relbrmed  (I'resbyterial)  Churches,  and 
especially  the  Reformed  Cinirch  in  America. 

As  to  the  broader  aspect  of  the  subject,  proposed  particu- 
larly by  the  House  of  Bishops  of  the  Episcoi)al  (/hurch,  Octo- 
ber, 1SS<),  though  often  tenderly  and  zealously  urged  long  be- 
fore their  action  in  the  case,  we  cordially  hold  what  we  have 
always  held  and  plead  for,  viz  :  That  the  church,  as  "  the  gen- 
eral assembly '' of  the  truly  chosen  and  regenerated  of  the 
Lord,  has  no  doubt  been  often  greatly  ''  afflicted"'  with  need- 
less divisions  and  dissensions,  though  this  has  not  been  her 
sorest  tribulation,  if  Revelation  ii:14-1(),  be  made  the  rule  of 
our  judgment.  And  holding  this,  the  desirableness  of  purg- 
ing the  church  of  this  evil  is  unhesitatingly  admitted.  For 
this  we  should    hibor.  ])r;iy    and    hoi^e.     And  a<'cordingly  we, 
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as  bishops  (or  pastors)  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  this  General  Synod  assembled,  welcome  the  ad- 
vance made  in  the  direction  of  sucli  a  union,  and  declare  our 
willingness  to  meet  them  and  any  other  fellow-Christians  of 
the  common  apostolic  faith,  on  some  equal  £;round  or  plat- 
form of  conference,  for  the  purjjose  of  furthering  such  a  un- 
ion. No  pride  of  office  or  claim  of  superior  purity  of  faith 
and  practice  lies  in  the  way  of  our  joining  sincerely  in  con- 
ference with  brethren  willing  to  meet  on  common  ground. 
And  the  sooner  the  day  of  preparation  for  such  a  conference 
comes,  the  greater  shall  be  our  joy. 

Regarding  the  second  aspect  of  the  subject,  and,  primarily 
under  the  view  of  a  closer  spiritual  or  possibly  formal  con- 
ferential  union  between  the  several  families  of  the  distinct- 
ively Reformed  Churches,  this  synod  would,  above  all,  de- 
clare its  desire  that  such  a  union  in  either  sense  might  be 
speedily  affected.  It  can  not  see  clearly  enough  into  the  fu- 
ture through  the  mists  now  hanging  over  these  churches  in 
regard  to  organic  (so  called)  unification  or  centralization — 
that  is  under  one  organization  and  government.  This  may, 
however,  become  more  manifest  in  the  future.  Let  us  hope 
and  pray  that  it  may.  But  as  to  some  closer  fellowship,  and 
some  methods  of  evangelizing  general  work,  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  why  a  movement  should  not  be  inaugurated  at 
once  looking  to  such  co-operation.  And  to  make  a  modest 
beginning  in  the  movement,  synod  would  suggest,  that,  in- 
stead of  taking  any  steps  at  once  invading  the  entire  church 
it  represents,  it  be  left  to  the  district  synods  to  begin  the 
work,  if  occasion  offers  and  justifies  it,  within  their  several 
bounds  by  co-operative  evangelistic  efforts.  This  may  lead, 
as  had  occurred  in  regard  to  other  kindred  matters,  to  some 
more  general  ultimate  result. 

Turning,  in  conclusion,  to  the  other  point,  that  of  union 
with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  we  feel  encouraged 
by  the  progress  already  made  to  adopt  the  following  action : 

Whereas,  By  some  oversight  or  mistake  the  Minutes  of  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  for  1886, 
have  not  come  to  hand ;  and 

Whereas,  We  understand  that  said  body  did  appoint  a 
committee  of  five,  of  which  Rev.  Wm.  J.  R.  Taylor,  D.  D.,  is 
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chairman,  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  of  our  church 
for  a  closer  union  with  us,  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  this  (reneral  Synod  appoint  a  committee  to 
confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Amer- 
ica on  the  subject  of  organic  union  with  them. 

In  regard  to  the  overture  of  Rev.  John  V.  Potts,  directing 
attention  to  a  possible  return  of  the  United  Brethren,  the 
synod  has  nothing  olhcial  before  it,  and,  therefore,  does  not 
feel  prepared  to  adopt  any  action. 

Respectfully  submitted.  J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER, 

Chairman. 


After  the  adoption  of  tlie  foregoing  report,  on  motion,  the 
following  action  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nom- 
inate a  committee  of  five  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  on  the  subject  of  union. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  H.  H.  W.  Hibshman, 
Dennis  B.  Shuey  and  Elder  Horace  Ankeney.  This  commit- 
tee subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  designate  the  names  of  the 
committee  on  conference  in  regard  to  Church  Union  to  meet 
a  similar  committee  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America 
would  offer  the  following :  Revs.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D., 
James  I.  Good,  D.  D.,  George  W.  Williard,  D.  D.,  Herman  J. 
Ruetenik,  D.  D.,  and  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  D.  D. 

Respectfully  submitted.  H.  H.  W.  HIBSHMAN, 

Chairman. 

On  motion, 

Resolved.^  That,  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Conference  on  Church  Union  with  a  similar  committee 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  the  president  and 
stated  clerk  of  this  synod  shall  fill  the  same  by  appointing 
some  other  member  of  the  synod. 


VI.      AI>LIANCE  OV  REFORMED  CHURCHES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod,  during  the  morning  session  on  Saturday,  reported  in 
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item  16  that  delegates  had  been  appointed  to  the  Third  Gen- 
eral Council  of  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  held  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  in  June,  1884. 

Thereupon  the  following  report  was  received  and  as 
amended  adopted : 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  delegation  appointed  by 
the  General  Synod  of  1881  and  1884  to  represent  our  branch 
of  the  Reformed  Church  at  the  Reformed  Alliance  held  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  in  June-July,  1884,  beg  leave  informally  and 
personally  to  report : 

1.  That  eight  of  the  delegates  appointed  were  in  attend- 
ance at  the  alliance,  and  were  impressed  with  the  pleasant 
conviction  that  under  divine  favor  the  alliance  is  proving  an 
efficient  means  of  promoting  the  vital  evangelical  principles 
and  interests  wliich  it  represents. 

2.  That  the  apportionment  made  by  the  alliance  upon  our 
church  to  secure  the  means  to  meet  expenses  necessarily 
incidental  to  its  work,  has  been  paid. 

3.  That  the  apportionment  upon  our  church  of  $800  of  the^ 
sum  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  Reformed  Churches  in 
Bohemia  is  recommended  to  the  favorable  consideration  qi 
this  synod. 

"^~4;: — ^We  al^o  beg  to  submit  to  your  favorable  notice  the 
action  of  the  alliance  looking  to  fuller  co-operation  of  Re- 
formed (Presbyterial)  Churches  in  the  work  of  foreign 
missions. 

5.  The  next  meeting  of  the  alliance  is  to  be  held  in  Lon- 
don, in  the  summer  of  1888. 

6.  That  twenty-four  delegates  be  elected  to  attend  the 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  to  meet  at  London,  England,, 
in  the  year  1888,  sixteen  of  whom  sliall  be  ministers  and 
eight  elders,  but  that  this  synod  is  not  to  be  responsible  for 
the  expenses  of  the  delegates ;  that  and  any  vacancies  occur- 
ring to  be  tilled  by  the  officers  of  synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER, 
THOS.  G.  APPLE, 
JAMES  I.  GOOD, 

Deleffates^ 
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With  reference  to  item  3  in  the  foregoing  report,  on  mo- 
tion, the  foU'owing  action  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  be  au- 
thorized to  advance  the  amount  of  $800,  assumed  by  this 
synod  tor  the  relief  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  Bohemia, 
out  of  funds  now  in  the  treasury,  this  amount  to  be  refunded 
to  the  treasur}'  by  the  assessment  made  for  the  said  object 
upon  the  district  synods. 

Resolved.^  That  the  subject  matter  of  item  4  in  the  same 
report. be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions. 


Vir.      ELECTION   OF   DELEGATES    TO    ALLIANCE    OF   REFORMED 
CHURCHES. 

The  following  twenty-four  delegates  were  elected  to  the 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterial  sys- 
tem, to  be  held  in  London,  England,  in  1888 : 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D.  Rev.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  1).  D. 

"  Clement  Z.  Weiser,  i).  D.  "     John  C.  Bowman. 

"  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  1).  "     Edward  Herbruck,  Ph.  L). 

"  David  Van  Home,  D.  D.  "     Augustus  Becker. 

"  Edmund  R.  f'.schbach,  D.  D.  Elder  Christian  ]\I.  Boush. 

"  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.  "      Benjamin  Kuhns. 

"  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.         "     William  E.  Schraertz. 

"  George  W.  WilHard,  D.  D.  "     John  W.  Keefer. 

"  Calvin  S.  Gerhard,  "     Andrew  H.  Baughman. 

"  John  B.  Kniest.D.  I).  "     Henry  Wirt. 

"  Herman  A.  Muehlmeier,  D.  D.    "     William  R.  Barnhart. 

"  Henry  H.  W.  Hibshman,  D.  D.  "     Daniel  Shepp. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  oi!i(;ers  of  the  General  Synod  be  au- 
thorized to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  our  represen- 
tation to  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  to  be  held  in 
London  in  1888. 


ARTICLE  XIL. 
STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Standing  Committee   on  the   State  of  tlie  ('hurch  and 
Statistics,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  the  last  day  of  the 
sessions,   submitted    their  report  which   was    received  and 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 
4 
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Dear  Brethren  : — From  the  reports  submitted  to  us  by 
the  diiferent  synods  we  are  glad  to  notice  tliat  God  is  still 
honoring  His  church  by  working  through  her  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  world.  The  church,  founded  on  Christ  as  the 
chief  corner-stone,  having  outlasted  the  wreck  of  empires 
and  the  fall  of  civilizations  is  still  the  mighty  power  of  God 
for  the  redemption  of  the  world.  If  the  world  is  ever  to  be 
saved,  it  is  to  be  saved  through  God's  church.  This  fact  needs 
to  be  emphasized  over  against  the  pure  secularism  of  the 
world  on  the  one  hand  and  the  mere  religious  fanaticism  on 
the  other.     God  is  in  His  church  bringing  men  unto  himself. 

We  rejoice  that  our  church  has  been  honored  of  God  by 
her  share  in  the  work ;  and  her  part  in  it  has  not  been  a 
small  one.  With  the  Reformed  denomination  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  earth  numbering  in  all  ten  millions,  she  is 
bearing  her  witness  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  to  the 
sweet  and  precious  gospel  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 
From  fifteen  hundred  pulj^its  by  eight  hundred  watchmen  of 
Zion,  the  trumpet  has  been  sounded  to  a  sleeping  world. 
These  tidings  have  been  preaclied  to  her  180,000  members 
who  represent  a  constituency  of  at  least  500,000  people — one- 
hundredtli  part  of  the  j^opulation  of  this  great  land.  Who 
can  estimate  the  power  of  such  an  uplifting  of  a  crucified 
Christ  continually  Lord's  day  after  Lord's  day  ?  Who  can 
measure  its  influence  on  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
our  land  and  our  race  ? 

The  impression  that  the  reader  gets  from  the  synodical  re- 
ports is  a  double  one.  There  are  signs  of  progress  and  there 
are  signs  of  a  want  of  progress.  But  the  general  movement 
of  the  church  is  progressive  rather  than  retrogressive.  Her 
membership  has  grown  14,450  (or  at  the  rate  of  4,800  a  year) 
since  the  last  General  Synod,  a  larger  growth  than  during 
any  previous  triennial  period.  She  is  not  retrograding,  she  is 
not  even  stationary,  but  progressive. 

We  would  note  signs  of  progress  in  the  better  endowment 
and  equipment  of  our  colleges  with  buildings  and  money ;  in 
the  growth  of  interest  in  lier  Orphan  Homes  and  Homes  for 
the  Aged,  and  in  her  Home  Missionary  work,  which  reports 
111  home  missions  and  $89,541.  But  especially  do  we  mark 
with  pleasure  the  report  of  her  Foreign  Mission.  Begun  in 
weakness  nine  years  ago,  which  has  under  the  blessing  of  God 


51 

grown  to  such  proportions  that  now  already  we  have  5  minis- 
ters and  teacliers,  14  stations,  2  schools,  and  705  members. 
And  the  inlluence  oi'  this  mission  in  Japan  has  not  been  as 
great  as  its  influence  in  the  United  States.  For  the  work  of 
our  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  been  waking  up  the  sleeping 
energies  of  the  church.  Her  increasing  interest  is  shown  by 
her  enlarged  liberality,  $35,709  having  been  raised  for  For- 
eign Missions.  This  growth  of  interest  in  church  work  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  she  has  raised  twice  as  much  for  For- 
»eign  Missions  as  she  did  three  years  ago,  and  also  $50,000 
more  for  benevolence  and  $50,000  more  for  congregational 
expenses.  Other  signs  of  progress  are  showing  themselves. 
The  church  is  giving  more  prominence  to  the  Sabbath-school 
work  by  the  organization  of  a  Sabbath-school  Board  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Children's  Day.  The  work  of  woman  is 
receiving  recognition,  and  a  wide  opportunity  is  given  lier  to 
labor  for  our  mission  in  Japan  by  the  thorough  organization 
of  Women's  Missionary  Societies  in  all  the  synods,  classes 
and  congregations  of  the  church. 

More  significant  still  are  the  growing  signs  of  unity  within 
her  borders.  And  although  all  the  brethren  do  not  as  yet  see 
eye  to  eye  on  all  points,  still  the  desire  for  peace  shown  be- 
fore this  meeting  and  tlie  centralization  of  work  b}^  the  or- 
ganization or  re-invigoration  of  the  Boards  of  Home  Missions 
and  Sunday-schools  reveal  that  the  different  parts  of  the 
church  are  regaining  confidence  in  each  other  and  are  a  har- 
binger of  peace  and  unity.  God's  church  grows  into  union — 
is  never  forced  into  it.  Time  and  God's  spirit  are  the  great 
unifiers  of  men.  And  while  we  are  uniting  within  ourselves, 
we  would  also  notice  that  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of 
church  union  around  us,  our  church  expresses  a  desire  toward 
union  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  also  a 
closer  affiliation  with  other  evangelical  bodies  in  cliurch 
work.  May  tliis  desire  be  fulfilled,  until  we  all  come  into 
the  unity  of  tiie  Spirit.  We  greatly  rejoice  at  these  signs 
that  our  church  is  catching  tlie  progressive  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  is  advancing  in  the  great  work  of  the  Master. 

But  while  there  are  so  many  signs  of  progress,  we  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  synod  and  of  the  church  to  some  facts 
which  reveal  a  startling  want  of  progress  in  certain  direc- 
tions.   During  the  past  three  years  our  church  has  grown  by 
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only  16  congregations,  at  the  rate  of  only  five  new  congrega- 
tions a  year,  that  is  all.  While  some  of  the  other  denomina- 
tions are  building  a  church  a  day,  can  we  not  do  better  than 
build  one  church  every  two  months  ?  The  increase  in  our 
ministry  has  been  a  small  one,  only  19  in  three  years,  or  at 
the  rate  of  six  a  year.  kSome  of  our  brethren  have  died,  some 
have  left  us  for  other  denominations,  when  their  aid  is  so 
much  needed  at  home,  (and  some  of  whom  had  been  educated 
at  the  expense  of  our  church,  and  we  desire  to  call  synod's 
attention  to  this  fact  as  requiring  some  action).  But  after 
all,  we  believe  that  the  main  reason  for  the  slow  growth  of 
our  ministry  lies  in  the  fact  that  not  enough  young  men  are 
led  to  study  for  the  sacred  office.  Either  our  ministers  are 
not  urgent  enough  in  appeals  to  j^oung  men,  or  there  is  need 
of  more  spirituality  in  our  church,  so  as  to  develop  can- 
didates for  the  ministry,  or  there  is  need  of  more  giving  to 
beneficiary  education  by  laity  and  ministry ;  but  whatever  be 
the  cause  we  earnestly  hope  that  General  Synod  will  issue  a 
new  and  louder  call  to  the  church  for  more  workers  in  God's 
vineyard.  Why  do  not  parents  as  of  old  dedicate  their  chil- 
dren to  tke  work  'i  Why  can  not  persons  of  means  educate 
individuals  for  it,  so  that  if  they  can  not  enter  the  ministry 
themselves,  they  can  help  others  into  it?  Let  us  develop  the 
church  more  in  this  direction.  We  are  not  converting  the 
world  fast  enough,  and  we  can  never  convert  it  without 
laborers. 

The  attention  of  synod  is  also  called  to  the  wide  gulf  be- 
tween the  number  of  our  members  and  the  number  of  our 
communicants  (only  about  145,000  out  of  180,000).  Accord- 
ing to  the  tables,  one-sixth  of  our  membership  do  not  come 
to  the  Lord's  table.  This  reveals  that  there  is  a  need  of  more 
spiritual  life  in  the  congregations  to  stir  up  the  careless,  that 
there  is  need  of  better  prayer  and  devotional  meetings  to  de- 
velop the  spiritual  life.  And  as  there  are  some  sections  of 
the  church  where  no  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  held,  this 
body  should  enjoin  upon  classes  and  pastors  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  weekly  meetings  for  prayer.  We  would  also  call 
the  attention  of  the  church  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
the  Sunday-school  scholars  has  not  grown  in  proportion  to  the 
growth  of  our  membership,  and  we  hope  that  more  attention 
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will  be  given  to  the  development  of  the  Sabbath-school  as 
the  nursery  of  the  church. 

In  a  word,  the  great  need  of  our  church,  as  of  every 
church,  is  more  aggressiveness.  It  is  said  that  the  church  is 
losing  her  hold  on  the  masses.  She  will  not  do  so,  if  she  goes 
out  after  them.  Every  church  should  be  a  missionary  church. 
"  Tlie  church  that  ceases  to  be  evangelistic,  soon  ceases  to  be 
evangelical."  Our  missions  and  missionaries  should  aim  not 
only  to  gather  in  Reformed  material,  but  to  gather  in  every 
other  soul  that  has  not  a  cliurch  home  or  is  without  a  person- 
al knowledge  of  the  Savior's  forgiveness.  We  are  progress- 
ing. We  are  glad  to  write  it.  But  are  we  progress- 
ing fast  enough  i'  While  our  church  is  progressing,  is  she 
progressing  as  fast  as  the  age  is?  It  is  a  sad  fact  that  fast  as 
God's  great  church  is  growing,  she  is  not  growing  as  fast  as 
the  population  of  the  world  is  growing.  The  world  is  grow- 
ing in  numbers;  sin  is  growing  in  power.  Shall  the  church 
grow  faster  than  both  'f  While,  therefore,  we  rejoice  at  the 
progress  she  has  made,  we  feel  like  speaking  out  the  desire 
for  still  greater  progress  during  the  next  three  years.  Let 
our  motto  be,  forward.  Let  there  be  an  onward  movement 
all  along  the  line.  Closing  up  our  ranks,  standing  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  pressing  onward  in  the  battle  let  the  soldiers  of 
Christ  arise.  Our  church  has  had  a  glorious  heritage  in  the 
past  Slie  has  a  blessed  mission  in  the  future,  to  make 
known  the  continental  Reformed  faith  and  cultus  to  tliis  new 
world.  J^ut  she  has  a  iiigher  mission  in  trying  to  bring  every 
soul  to  the  feet  of  Jesus.  Let  that  be  our  prayer  and  aim. 
And  by  the  time  the  next  General  Synod  meets,  let  us  aim  to 
have  doul)led  the  increase  in  our  accessions  and  our  gifts. 
And  so  shall  tlie  kingdom  of  Christ  be  advanced,  and  tiie 
world  prej)ared  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

There  has  also  been  ])rogres8  upward  as  well  as  onward. 
God  has  been  honoring  our  church  by  the  translation  of  his 
saints  to  Himself  in  heaven.  Fourteen  thousand  of  her 
members  have  l)een  taken  home  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is 
far  better.  Among  the  sainted  dead  we  would  especially 
note  the  death  of  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod,  Bro. 
AVm.  D.  Gross,  a  man  full  of  good  works  and  of  faith,  and  of 
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the  spirit  of  Christ.  The  Lord  has  also  gathered  twenty-eight* 
of  the  iindershepherds  into  the  fold  of  the  Great  Shepherd 
on  high.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord."  Their 
works  do  follow  after  them.  The  influences  they  started  and 
the  souls  they  saved  here  below  follow  them  there,  and  to- 
gether the  redeemed  praise  in  an  unending  song  the  Lamb 
that  sitteth  on  the  throne. 
Kespectfully  submitted.  JAMES  I.  GOOD, 

Chairman. 

{For  Statistical  Reports  see  Appendix.) 

After  the  adoption  of  the  Report  of  the  State  of  the 
Church,  and  the  reading  of  the  names  of  the  28  ministers, 
who  have  died  during  the  past  three  years,  passing  from  their 
labors  to  their  eternal  rest,  the  synod  united  in  solemn  pray- 
er, led  by  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D. 


*Neckology.— The  following  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
states  have  died  during  the  triennial  interim  extending  from  May  7,  1884,  to  June  1^ 
1887,  namely: 


Blaetgen,  John 

Bossard,  Ph.  D.,  James 

Bowers,  Andrew  J., 

Brown,  Isaac  G 

Butt,  Andrew 

Eichen, John 

Fritchey,  John  G  

Gerhard,  Wm.  T 

Gring,  John 

Grosshuesch,  Tillman. 
Henneman,  John  C  — 

Henry,  Austin. 

Herman,  Lewis  C 

Keller,  Henry 

King,  Henry 

Klingler,  Jacob 

Kluge,  John  T 

Knipe,  Jesse  B    

Kurtzman,  George 

Mauch,  Maurice  W  .... 

Meckley,  John 

Millet,  John  K 

Nevin,  D.  D.,  John  W.. 

Ruhl,  John 

Ruhl,  John  B 

Winters,  D.  D.,  David. 

Zehring,  Jacob  D 

Zimmerman,  Daniel 


18.'i4 
1848 
1870 
1856 
1858 
1857 
1828 
1834 
1824 
1857 
1848 
1872 
1831 
1877 
1825 
1853 
1854 
1830 

1886 
1869 
1861 
1828 
1845 
1845 
1824 
1846 
1859 


1854 
1848 
1875 
1856 
1858 
1857 
1828 
1834 
1824 
1857 
1848 
1872 
1833 
1879 
1825 
1853 
1854 
1830 
1860 

1870 
1861 
1829 
1845 
1845 
1824 
1846 
1859 


Residence. 


Menno,  Dak 

Sheboygan,  Wis  . 
Weyer's  Cave,  Va 

Wichita,  Kan 

Toledo,  Ohio 

Olney,  111 

Lancaster,  Pa  ... 
Lancaster,   I'a.   . . 

Lebanon,   Pa 

Timothy,  Wis 

Glade,  Jack.  Co.  O. 
C  an  al  Winchest' r,  O 

Carlisle,  Pa 

Bellefonte,  Pa 

Baltimore,  O   . . 
Up.  Sandusky,  0.. 
Sheboygan,  Wis 
Chester  Springs, Pa 
Rochester,  Minn. 
Hellertown,  Pa  . . 
Petersburg,   O 
McEwensville,  Pa. 
Lancaster,   Pa 

Frostburg,  ^Md 

Nappanee,  Ind. .  . 

Dayton,  O 

Codorus,  Pa 

Gallon,  O     


Time  of  Death, 


Dec.  4,  1885,.. 
June  1, 1885  — 
June  6, 1886  . . 
May  7.  1885  . . 
Aug.  17,1884.. 
April  12, 1885. 
March  12,  1885 
Aug.  18,  1886.. 
Dec.  13,  1885,, 
March  30,  1887 
Sept.  14,1884,. 
April  6,  1885.. 
July  14,  1884  . 
April  20,  1887.. 
Jan.  25,  1885..  , 
Nov.  20,  1886 . .  , 
Oct.  20.  1885  .. 
.Tune  18, 1884  . 
June  ,1886,., 
Dee.  6,  1886  . . , 
April  16,  1886,, 
Sept.  9,  1885.,.. 
June  6.  1886...  . 
May  29,  1885... 
Mavll,  18si..  , 

May  9,'  1885 

Feb.  5,  1887  . ,  , 
Bee.  10.  1884 


AGE. 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

MISSIONS— HOME  AND  FOREIGN. 

The  followinfi;  reports  on  the  subject  of  missions,  both 
home  and  foreign,  were  received  and  considered  by  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  during  its  present  sessions,  namely : 

I.      HOME  JIISSIONS — TRIENNIAL  REPORTS. 

1.     Report  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

To  the  Reverend  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 

the  United  States: 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — Your  Board  of  Home  Missions 
would  respectfully  present  to  your  consideration  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  work  committed  to  its  care  and  supervision 
during  the  past  three  years : 

I.      organization    and   meetings    of   the   board  A^l)   EXECUTIVE 

COUNCIL. 

The  Board  met  for  organization  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  May  14, 
1884.  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  I).  D.,  was  chosen  president; 
Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  I).,  secretary;  and  Ekler  Charles 
Santee,  treasurer.  An  Executive  Council  was  also  consti- 
tuted, consisting  of  the  officers,  together  Avith  Rev.  George 
Wolff,  I).  D.,  and  Elder  H.  C.  Hoover. 

During  the  interim  since  the  last  session  of  your  reverend 
body,  the  Board  has  held  two  special  meetings:  the  first  at 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  March  IS,  1885;  the  second  at  Miillinburg,  Pa., 
October  16, 1885.  Aside  from  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  the 
Executive  Council  has  also  had  two  special  meetings:  one  at 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  May  (>,  1885,  tlie  other  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
March  24,  188(5.  At  the  meeting  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Rev.  Dr. 
Kremer  tendered  his  resignation  of  tlie  office  of  I'resident  of 
the  Board,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  present  incumbent  of 
that  office  was  then  chosen  as  his  successor. 

II.       NARRAirVK  OK  TIIK   WOKIv  OF  HOMK  MISSIONS. 

We  have  received  reports  from  the  several  Boards  of 
Home  Missions  under  the  care  of  the  District  Synods,  exhib- 
iting the  work  in  their  respective  fields  during  the  past  three 
years,  which  we  herewith  eml)ody,  to  wit: 
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1.     Triennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tri- Syn- 
odic Board  of  Home  Missions^  embracing  the  Synods  of 
the  United  States^  of  Pittsburgh^  and  of  the  Potomac. 
President,  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D. 

Secretary,  Rev.  W.  H.  H,  Snyder. 

Treasurer,  Elder  Wm.  H.  Seibert. 

STATISTICS. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Missions. 

Number  of 
Congregations. 

Number  of 
Communl'nts. 

Income  for 
Missions. 

Income  for 

Church 
Building. 

1884 
1885 
1886 

62 
64 
56 

109 
102 
98 

5,274 
5,328 
5,915 

$15,271  78 
19,978  62 
15,730  25 

$4,044  58 
1,025  96 
1,442  03 

$50,980  65 

$6,512  57 

The  missionary  year  ends  always  with  October  1.  Much 
more  than  what  passed  through  our  treasury  was  paid  for 
both  missions  and  church  building.  About  $6,000.00  was 
raised  by  Rev.  R.  L.  Gerhart  for  the  church  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Love  for  the  church  in  Wichita,  Kan- 
sas, besides  a  few  hundred  dollars  by  Rev.  T.  F.  Staufter  for 
the  church  in  Abilene,  Kansas. 

In  these  three  years  but  few  of  the  missions  have  become 
self-supporting,  and  part  of  these  by  reconstruction.  Five  or 
6  have  been  abandoned.  We  n»w  have  57  missions,  (of 
which  7  are  vacant),  with  96  congregations  and  5,650  com- 
municants. The  additions  last  year  were  450,  ^.  e.,  about  12 
per  cent.  The  number  of  missionary  societies  and  their 
membership  in  the  missions,  and  the  liberality  of  these  peo- 
ple are  matters  of  encouragement. 

Of  these  57  missions,  two-thirds  are  in  the  East,  and  one- 
third  in  the  West. 

As  to  language,  all  are  English,  except  those  in  California, 
Oregon,  and  Washington  Territory,  and  a  few  that  are  mixed. 

The  college  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  has  come  into  being  within 
the  last  year,  and  largely  through  the  energetic  labors  of 
Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Suijerintendent  of  Missions  in  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.  It  is  not  under  our  Board,  but  the  endowment  of 
its  presidency  comes  from  our  three  Synods,  and  practically 
the  work  is  missionary. 

The  important  matter  of  church  building  funds  has  contin- 
ued to  receive  considerable  attention.     A  small  amount  has 
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"been  apportioned  from  time  to  time  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Synods,  and  a  small  yearly  income  has  been  received,  but  in 
order  more  fully  to  win  the  confidence  and  enlist  the  interest 
of  our  people  in  this  work,  the  following  plan  for  special 
church  building  funds  has  lately  been  favorably  noticed  by 
the  three  Synods : 

Each  fund  shall  be  at  least  $500,  bear  a  distinct  name,  be 
lield  as  a  distinct  fund,  be  under  the  control  of  this  board,  be 
loaned  and  only  on  first  mortgage,  (payable  within  ten 
years,)  and  used  only  for  the  building  of  churches  in  missions 
under  this  Board.  It  is  encouraging  to  report  that  several 
such  funds  of  $500  each  are  already  on  hand. 

Our  Board  has  continued  the  publication  of  the  Reformed 
Missionary  Herald,  but  since  January,  1880,  as  a  four-page 
paper,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Publication  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.     Our  circulation  is  about  5,000. 

May  God  make  his  people  more  willing-hearted  to  bring 
large  offerings  for  the  building  of  his  everlasting  tabernacle. 
To  him  be  all  the  praise.  Yours  in  the  Lord, 

A.  C.  WHITMER. 


2.     Triennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
Synod  of  Ohio. 

President,  Rev.  John  H.  Bomberger. 

Secretary,  Rev.  Emil  P.  Herbruck. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  John  J.  Leberman. 
The  work  of  this  Board  during  the  last  three  years  has  been 
about  the  same  as  during  the  three  preceding  years,  except 
in  the  increase  of  the  number  of  missions.  A  few  of  the 
missions  became  self-sustaining,  and  a  number  of  new  ones 
have  been  established.  The  condition  of  the  missions,  except 
in  one  or  two  cases,  is  very  hopeful,  and  commendable  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  tiie  number  of  additions  of  members. 
It  is  the  hope  of  this  Board  to  have  a  large  majority  of  the 
missions  now  receiving  aid,  soon  declare  themselves  able  to 
support  their  own  i)astor.  Two  of  the  missions  in  Kansas, 
which  had  become  self-supporting,  made  application  for 
small  appropriations  by  reason  of  the  prevalence  of  hog 
cholera  and  failure  of  crops.  This  assistance  is  only  to  be 
rendered  for  a  vear  or  two. 
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NEW  MISSIONS  ESTABLISHED. 

Ada,  Ohio;   Colon  and  Erie,  Mich.;    Baker,  Kansas;    and 
Redlield,  Dakota. 

STATISTICS. 

Whole  number  of  missions  in  three  years 21 

"            "                  "          now  under  the  care  of  the  Board..  17 

Number  of  missions  becoming  self-sustaining 2 

"                  "          discontinued 2 

"                  "          vacant 2 

"                 "         supplied 15 

Membership  of  the  missions  at  last  report 1,520* 

Increase 617 

Number  of  Sundaj'-schools  in  the  missions 29 

Number  of  Sunday-school  scholars  in  the  missions. ...    1,705 

Increase 800 

Contributed  by  the  missions  for  benev.  purposes  (3  yrs.) $1,259  43 

"  "  "         "     cong.  "  "  12,804  00 

RECEIPTS  FOR  MISSIONS  FROM  THE  CHURCH. 

During  the,year  1884 $2,947  97 

During  the  year  1885 3,488  19 

During  the  year  1886 3,356  79 

Sum  total  received $9,792  95 

Increase  in  three  years $  1 03  40 

Reported  for  church  erection 1 ,800  00 

JOHN  J.  LEBERMAN,  Treasurer. 


3.     Triennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Northwest  and  the  Central  Synod — German. 

President,  Rev.  C.  Schaaf. 

Secretary,  Rev.  J.  H.  Stepler. 

Treasurer,  Rev.  M.  G.  I.  Stern. 

STATISTICS. 
MISSIONS  UNDER  THE  CARE  OF  THE  BOARD. 

For  the  year  1 884   34 

For  the  year  1 885 30 

For  the  year  1886 28 
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NUMBER  OF  MISSIONS  BECOMING  SELF-SUSTAINING. 

For  the  year  1884 3 

For  the  year  1885 5 

For  the  year  1886 2 

NUMBER  OF  MISSIONS  DISCONTINUED. 

For  the  year  1884 " 5 

For  the  year  1886 4 

NUMBER  OF  ]S[ISSIONS  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  CARE  OF  THE  BOARD. 

For  the  year  1884 5 

For  the  year  1885 3 

For  the  year  1886 3 

Number  of  congregations  at  the  last  report 35 

"        "  members  in  the  missions  at  the  last  report 1,762 

"        "  Sunday-schools  in  the  missions  at  the  last  report.  .  30 

"        "  Sunday-school  scholars  at  the  last  report  1,358 

Contributed  by  the  missions  for  benev.  purposes  (3  yrs.) $1,500  00 

"  "  "  "     cong.  "  "         20,000  00 

RECEIPTS  FOR  MISSIONS  FROM  THE  CHURCH. 

During  the  year  1884 $4,166  79 

During  the  year  1885 5,447  23 

During  the  year  1886 5,004  00 

Sum  total  received .$14,618  11 

Increase  of  receipts  over  preceding  three  years 1,239  17 

DISBUTISEMENTS. 

During  the  year  1884  $4,049  74 

During  the  year  1885  4,978  25 

During  the  year  1886 4,431  29 

Sum  total  for  disbursements   $13,459  28 

Receipts  for  church  extension  during  three  years $7,184  39 

Expenditures  for  church  extension  during  three  years $5,872  84 

The  missions  under  the  care  of  this  Board  extend  over  a 
territory  of  twelve  (12)  states  in  tlie  Union,  and  with  a  few 
exceptions  seem  to  be  in  a  llourisliinii  condition. 

A  few  months  ago  the  Board  elected  Bev.  W.  F.  Horst- 
meier,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  as  missionary  superintendent. 
His  whole  lime  and  streii<ith  will  l)e  devoted  to  the  further- 
ance of  the  missionary  work  in  the  two  German  Synods  of 
the  West.  Yours  in  Christian  bonds, 

C.  SCHAAF,  President. 
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4.     Triennial  Report  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East. 

President,  Rev.  W.  Walenta. 

Secretary,  Rev.  J.  B.  Kniest,  D.  D. 

Treasurer,  Nicholas  Wetzel. 

STATISTICS. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Missions. 

Old  Missions. 

New  Missions. 

Number  Becoming 
Self-Support. 

1884 

1885 
1886 

8 
8 

6 
6 

2 

2 

Membership  of  the  missions  according  to  last  report 

Communicants  "  "  "       

Number  of  Sunday-schools  in  the  missions 

Number  of  Sunday-school  scholars  in  the  missions  

■Contributed  by  the  missions  for  benev.  purposes  (one  year) . 

"     cong. 

RECEIPTS  FOR  MISSIONS  FROM  THE  CHURCH. 


1,582 

1,435 

9 

1,070 

$366  00 

16,224  00 


During  the  year  1884 .i;3,072  35 

During  the  year  1885 3,373  03 

During  the  year  1886 2,915  06 

Sum  total  of  receipts $9,360  44 

EXPENSES. 

During  the  year  1884 $1,951  12 

During  the  year  1885 2,580  82 

During  the  year  1886 2,441  86 

Sum  total  of  the  expenses $6,973  80 

All  our  missions  are  German,  and  within  the  bounds  of  our 
Synod.  We  have  two  in  the  northwestern  part  of  New 
York,  two  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  same  state,  viz :  one  in 
New  York  City,  (partly  supported  by  the  Tri-Synodic  Board), 
and  one  in  Brooklyn,  which  is  in  rather  a  suffering  condition; 
three  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  viz :  one  in  Philadelphia, 
one  in  Harrisburg,  and  one  in  Reading;  one  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  one  in  Washington,  D.  C.  We  have  no  missions  in  the 
South.  Respectfully, 

J.  B.  KNIEST,  Secretary. 
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5.     Triennial  Report  of  the  Mission  Department  of  Ursinus 

Union. 

Ursinus  Union  carries  forward  its  mission  work  mainly 
through  the  regular  boards  of  the  church.  Among  the  mis- 
sions aided,  since  our  last  report,  are  St.  Paul's  German  Mis- 
sion, New  York;  German  Mission,  Reading,  Pa.;  Zwingli 
Mission,  (German,)  Harrisl^urg,  Pa.;  St.  John's  German 
Church,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  South  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Mission; 
Washington,  D.  C.  Mission;  Cumberland,  Md.  German  Mis- 
sion; contributions  made  to  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  in  aid  of  his 
mission  work ;  Hiawatha,  Kansas  IMission ;  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Mission.  Aid  was  also  extended  to  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
of  the  Ohio  Synod,  and  contributions  were  made  to  church 
extension.  The  amount  received  for  the  last  three  years  was 
$5,580.52.  F.  W.  KREMER,  Treasurer. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE  STATISTICS  OF  THE  WORK. 

Missions  sustained  by  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 57 

"      Board  of  Ohio  Synod 17 

"      N.  W.  and  Central  Synod's  B'd..  28 

"             "              "      Board  of  the  Ger.  Synod  of  the  E..  8 

Harbor  Mission,  sustained  by  Gen.  Synod's  Board 1 

Total  number  of  missions Ill 

MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  MISSIONS. 

Under  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 5,660 

Under  the  Board  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio 1,520 

"       N.  W.  and  Central  Synods  1,762 

"          "         "       German  Synod  of  the  East 1,582 

Total  membership  of  the  missions 10,519 

RECEIPTS  FOR  HOME  3IISSI0NS  FOR  THE  PAST  THREE  YEARS. 

By  the  Tri-Synodic  Board $50,980  65 

By  the  Board  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio 9,792  95 

N.  W.  and  Central  Synods 14,618  11 

"          "          "       German  Synod  of  the  East 9,360  44 

"       General  Synod 4,789  47 

Sum  total  of  receipts  for  Home  Missions $89,541  62 
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REPOKTED  FOR  CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

By  the  Tri-Synodic  Board $6,512  57 

By  the  Board  of  the  N.  W.  and  Central  Synods 7,184  39 

By  the  Board  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio 1,800  00 

Sum  total  reported  for  Church  Extension $15,496  96 

Total  amount  contributed  for  Home  Miss,  and  Ch.  Extension. $105,038  58 
Increase  over  last  report $27,048  88 


III.      HARBOR  MISSIONS. 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  given  by  your  reverend 
body,  at  your  sessions  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  our  Board  commis- 
sioned Rev.  Chas.  H.  Ebert,  June  1,  1884,  to  labor  as  a  mis- 
sionary among  the  immigrants  at  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
His  salary  was,  by  the  terms  of  said  commission,  fixed  at 
$800.00,  together  with  rent  for  office  and  other  necessary 
incidental  expenses,  the  sum  total  of  the  outlay  not  to  exceed 
$1,000  annually.  By  the  authority  of  the  Executive  Council, 
Rev.  Mr.  Ebert  was  recommissioned  June  1, 1885,  at  a  salary 
and  rental  for  office  not  to  exceed  $600.00  per  annum.  Under 
this  last  commission  he  has  continued  his  labors  to  this  date. 
The  aggregate  outlay  for  the  mission  up  to  this  time  has  been 
$2,313^48. 

During  these  three  years  the  missionary  has  labored  at  his 
post  without  any  intermission,  for  the  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare  of  the  immigrants  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
into  contact.  He  has  regularly  presented  to  our  Board  bi- 
monthly reports  of  the  character  and  progress  of  liis  work, 
which  we  have  had  statedly  published  through  the  church 
periodicals  for  the  information  of  our  people  in  regard  to  this 
important  department  of  missionary  work. 

This  mission  has  developed  no  little  interest  throughout  the 
church  in  its  favor,  as  the  report  of  the  treasurer  testifies  by 
the  large  balance  of  funds  designated  for  this  cause,  which 
still  remains  in  his  hands,  ($972.06).  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  held  at  Mifflinburg,  October  16,  1885,  an  official  over- 
ture was  received  from  the  German  Synod  of  the  East, 
endorsing  this  Harbor  Mission  and  its  incumbent  missionary. 

Inasmuch  as  the  work  of  missions  among  immigrants  has 
been  somewhat  of   an  experiment  for  our  branch  of  the 
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church,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  us  to  communicate  to 
your  reverend  body  some  information  in  regard  to  the  extent 
of  the  work  of  Harbor  Missions,  as  it  is  prosecuted  at  the 
port  of  New  York  alone  by  other  religious  denominations 
and  societies.  The  following  denominations  are  represented 
by  missionaries  at  Castle  Garden,  to  wit :  Besides  our  own 
church,  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Lutheran  Church,  (General  Council, 
the  Missouri  Synod,  and  the  Scandinavian,  by  one  missionary 
each,)  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Baptist  Church, 
the  Albright  Brethren,  and  the  Koman  Catholic  Church. 

The  following  religious  societies  are  also  represented,  to 
wit:  The  American  Bible  Society,  the  Religious  Tract 
Society,  the  French  Aid  Society,  the  Hebrew  Aid  Society, 
the  Franz  Xavier  Society,  the  German  Society,  (Luth.,)  and 
the  Irish  Society,  (Rom.  Cath.) 

The  following  denominations  have  also  ''  Emigrant  Houses  " 
for  the  entertainment  of  immigrants  exclusively,  to  wit :  The 
General  Council  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  the  Missouri  Synod 
of  the  same  church,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  Lutheran  Church  began  its  work  at  Castle  Garden 
more  than  tliirty  years  ago.  The  General  Council  of  the  said 
church  started  their  Emigrant  House  in  1873 ;  the  Missouri 
Synod  of  the  same  denomination  began  their  Emigrant 
House  in  1886;  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  started 
theirs  in  the  same  year. 

The  character  of  mission  work  among  immigrants  is  some- 
what peculiar.  A  comparison  between  it,  and  mission  work 
in  other  directions  can  not  justly  be  instituted.  From  the 
very  nature  of  things  this  work  must  be  largely  one  of  cast- 
ing the  In-ead  ol"  the  Gospel  upon  the  waters,  in  the  hope  that 
possibly  it  may  be  gathered  only  after  many  days.  It  is,  to  a 
great  degree,  a  work  of  humanity.  Some  of  the  immigrants,  it 
is  true,  pass  directly  on,  without  auy  delay,  to  tiieir  destina- 
tion, but  the  large  majority  remain  at  Castle  Garden  for  a 
longer  or  a  shorter  period.  It  is  during  this  stay  that  the 
missionary  comes  into  contact  with  the  immigrant,  and  by  a 
word  of  counsel,  or  the  communication  of  a  tract,  or  paper,  he 
may  be  instrumental,  under  the  blessing  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
of  speaking  a  word  in  season  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He 
may  befriend  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  he  can  protect  the 
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unsuspecting  foreigner  from  becoming  the  victim  of  designing 
men,  he  can  minister  food  and  lielp  to  our  brethren  of  the 
same  family  of  faith  of  other  lands,  he  can  give  them  counsel 
to  help  them  on  their  journey,  and  guide  tliem  into  congrega- 
tions of  their  own  nationality  and  religious  faith,  where  they 
may  find  a  religious  home  in  their  land  of  adoption.  In  fine^ 
there  are  many  ways  by  which  a  missionary  among  immi- 
grants may  fulfill  the  office  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 

We  have  made  no  eff"ort  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  our 
German  churches  have  made  accessions  from  this  harbor 
mission  |work,  for  the  reason  that  we  hardly  think  that  this 
alone  would  be  a  fair  criterion  by  which  to  form  a  just  judg- 
ment as  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the  work.  Its  fruitage  for 
the  church,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  must  be  largely 
one  of  hope,  and  of  the  future.  But,  if  faithfully  prosecuted, 
we  believe  our  German  churches  will  eventualh^  reap  a  rich 
reward  in  membership  through  its  humlde  instrumentality. 
We  would  therefore  submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  rev- 
erend body  this  question  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
work;  and  further,  in  case  your  reverend  body,  in  its  wisdom, 
should  see  fit  so  to  order,  we  would  recommend  the  transfer 
of  the  management  of  the  mission  to  the  German  Synod  of 
the  East,  the  General  Synod  guaranteeing  the  financial  sup- 
port of  the  mission  as  heretofore. 

IV.      MISCELLANEOUS. 

It  becomes  our  sad  duty  to  communicate  the  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  a  member  of  this  board  during  the  past  tri- 
enial  interim.  Elder  William  D.  Gross  fell  "asleep  in  Jesus"^ 
at  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  I*a.,  December  7,  1884,  in  the 
sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  He  w^as  a  sincere  Christian  and 
a  devoted  elder  of  the  church.  His  heart  was  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  missions.  We  have  engrossed  upon  our 
minutes  a  suitable  action,  expressive  of  our  appreciation  of 
his  life  and  character.  We  miss  him  from  our  council,  but 
he  rests  from  his  labors.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth." 

We  herewith  present  also  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  board,  Elder  Charles  Santee,  exhibiting  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  during  the  past  three  years,  together  with  a 
summary  of  the  same  for  publication  in  the  minutes  of  synod.. 
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Takiiijr  a  retrospect  of  the  work  of  liome  missions  as  it  has 
been  prosecuted  by  our  cliurch  durinj;-  the  past  trieuuium,  we 
may  see  many  evidences  of  growth  and  development,  in  the 
kingdom  of  grace.  It  is  true,  the  number  of  missions  re- 
ported at  this  time  is  not  as  large  by  thirty-one  as  the  num- 
ber reported  tliree  years  since,  but  this  decrease  can  be  ac- 
counted for,  mainly,  by  the  number  becoming  self-supporting 
during  tlie  interim,  as  well  as  also  by  the  consideration 
that  our  district  boards  are  more  than  formerly  concentrating 
their  men  and  resources  upon  the  larger  centers  of  popula- 
tion, to  the  neglect  of  smaller  and  less  important  points. 
The  amount  of  contributions,  however,  for  home  missions  and 
church  extension  from  all  sources,  is  in  excess  of  t]ie  amount 
reported  three  3'ears  ago  by  $27,®48.8<S. 

"  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  blessed  us  "in  this  great  work  I 
To  his  holy  name  be  all  the  praise!  And  for  the  future,  may 
he  inspire  us  with  a  renewed  consecration  of  ourselves,  our 
time,  and  our  gifts,  to  liis  most  blessed  service  in  order  that 
we  may  contribute  our  part  in  the  great  work  of  the  church 
Catholic  to  hasten  the  coming  of  that  glorious  day,  when 
"the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ;  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and 
ever."  Respectfully  subniitted, 

JOHN  A.  PETERS,  President. 

EDMUND  R.  ESCHBACH,  Secretary. 


2.     Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 
Chas.  Santee,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  tlie  Bourd  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

DR. 

1.    Synod  in  the  United  States. 

Received  from  the  following  Classes  : 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  $ 

2.  Lebanon J  45  00 

8.  rhiladelphia  53  00 

4.  Lancaster 106  28 

5.  East  Susqnehanna 1 7i»  55 

H.  West  " 94  50 

7.  Goshenlioppen 2.')0  05 

8.  Tohii'kon i;-;5  03 

t».  Lehigh l.'JO  23 

10.  Schuylkill 100  00 

$1,174  21 
5 
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2.    Synod  of  Ohio. 

1.  Miami $21  76 

2.  Lancaster 44  99 

3.  Tuscarawas 6  00 

4.  Tiffin 8  91 

5.  Eastern  Ohio 32  03 

6.  Northern  Illinois 1 6  94 

7.  Shelby -  50  00 

8.  Iowa 22  00 

9.  St.  Joseph 

10.  Kansas 5  00 

11.  St.  John's 20  00 

$227  63 

3.    Synod  of  the  Northwest. 

Received  from  the  Treasurer $155  00 

1.  Zion's 13  05 

2.  Sheboygan 23  70 

3.  Indiana 42  20 

4.  Milwaukee  2  00 

5.  Minnesota 9  00 

6.  Nebraska 23  50 

7.  Ursinus 5  00 

8.  Missouri 6  00 

9.  Chicago 

$279  45 

4.    Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

1.  Westmoreland $42  00 

2.  Clarion 10  30 

3.  St.  Paul's 10  00 

4.  Somerset 10  00 

5.  Allegheny 

$72  30 

5.    Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Received  from  the  Treasurer  $136  35 

1.  Zion's 16  89 

2.  Maryland 47  00 

3.  Mercersburg 53  00 

4.  Virginia 

5.  North  Carolina  

6.  Gettysburg 60  00 

7.  Carlisle 38  69 

8.  Juniata 140  00 

9.  San  Francisco 

10.  Portland-Oregon 

$491  93 
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().    German  Synod  of  the  East. 

Received  from  the  Treasurer $115  00 

1.  New  York 50  00 

2.  West  New  York 68  00 

3.  German  Philadelphia 17  00 

4.  German  Maryland 20  00 

5.  West  Pennsylvania 

$270  00 

7.    Central  Synod. 

Received  from  the  Treasurer $185  00 

1 .  Heidelberg 15  00 

2.  Erie 39  46 

3.  St.  John's 

4.  Cincinnati 35  00 

$274  46 

miscellaneous   receipts. 

Collection  at  General  Synod,  Baltimore $180  00 

Contributions  from  various  persons 44  78 

Interest  and  dividends  on  Investments 519  40 

$744  18 

legacies. 

Estate  of  Elizabeth  Dieffenbacher $655  31 

"       "  Elizabeth  Jordan 600  00 

$1,255  31 
CONDENSED   STATEMENT. 

Aggregate  receipts  from  May  19,  1884,  to  May  24,  1887 $4,789  47 

Disbursements  during  the  same  period $3,817  41 

Balance  in  the  Treasury ...       972  06 

$4,789  47 

Investments  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

$2,000  American  Steamship  Company,  cost $2,045  00 

29  shares  Penna.  R.  R.  Company,  cost 1,515  63 

$3,560  63 
Worth  on  the  market.  May  24,  1887 $3,838  50 

Surplus $277  93 

The  above  named  securities  could  be  turned  into  money,  at  about  the 
value  referred  to. 

Respectrully  submitted. 

CHARLES  SANTEE,  Treasurer. 
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The  undersigned,  this  1st  of  June,  1887,  hereby  certify  that 
they  have  carefully  audited  the  foregoing  account  and  find 
the  same  correct. 

C.  M.  BOUSH, 
H.  C.  HOOVER, 

Audito7's. 


II.      REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON   HOME   MISSIONS. 

The  standing  Committee  on  Home  Missions  submitted  their 
report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  board,  and  of  the  treasurer,  adopted.    It  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Home  Missions  would  respectfully  pre- 
sent the  following  as  their  report : 

There  has  been  referred  to  this  Committee  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod.  There 
have  also  been  referred  to  this  committee  several  items  from 
Minutes  of  Lebanon  Classis ;  from  the  German  Synod  of  the 
East  with  regard  to  Harbor  Missions  ;  an  overture  from  Ohio 
Synod  praying  that  our  missionary  operations  be  carried  for- 
ward in  accordance  with  constitutional  requirements  ;  an  item 
concerning  the  salary  of  a  General  Superintendent  of  Mis- 
sions. From  these  documents  we  learn  that  the  total  number 
of  missions  at  present  under  the  care  of  the  board  is  111.  This, 
as  compared  with  the  report  of  three  years  ago,  shows  a  dim- 
unition  of  the  number  of  missions  to  the  number  of  31.  This 
decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the  board  by  the  number  of 
missions  becoming  self-supporting  during  the  interim,  as  also 
by  the  consideration  that  the  District  Boards  are  more  than 
formerly  concentrating  their  men  and  resources  upon  the 
larger  centers  of  population  to  the  neglect  of  smaller  and  less 
important  points.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  notice  the 
fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  mis- 
sions, there  ha,s  been  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  money  raised  and  expended  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  home  missionary  work.  There  was  contributed,  namely, 
for  the  work  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  within 
the  past  three  years,  the  sum  of  $105,038.58,  being  an  increase 
over  the  amount  reported  for  the  same  object  three  years  ago, 
of  $27,048.88. 
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As  regards  the  matter  of  Harbor  Missions,  the  board  re- 
ports that,  ill  accordance  wdth  the  instructions  given  at  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Synod  at  Baltimore,  the  Rev. 
Chas.  H.  Ebert  was  commissioned,  June  1st,  1884,  as  a  mis- 
sionary among  the  immigrants  at  the  harbor  of  New  York,  at 
whicli  point  he  has  been  laboring,  under  their  supervision, 
without  intermission,  since  that  time.  The  board  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  this  particular  work,  and,  with  the 
suggestion  of  a  certain  change  in  the  management  of  it,  rec- 
ommends the  continuance  of  the  mission. 

There  have  been  referred  to  the  committee,  also,  a  letter 
Irom  Kev.  J.  JMuehlliaupt,  of  Salem,  Oregon,  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Synod  to  the  importance  of  missionary 
labor  on  the  Pacific  Coast ;  and  a  letter  from  Rev.  J.  V.  Potts 
asking  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  examine  into 
the  offer  bNM he  International  Co.,  of  Mexico,  of  a  grant  of 
land  in  Lower  California,  should  tlie  church  wish  to  use  it  for 
educational  or  religious  purposes. 

Considering  the  facts  now  stated,  your  committee  would 
recommend  the  following  action  for  adoption  by  the  General 
Synod  : 

1.  Besolved.  That  this  General  Synod  expresses  its  grateful 
appreciation  of  what  has  been  accomplished  for  the  cause  of 
missions  within  the  past  three  years  b}"  its  board  and  the 
boards  of  the  several  District  Synods  ;  and  hereby  once  more 
earnestly  commends  the  sacred  cause  of  Home  Missions  to 
the  several  District  Synods  and  their  boards,  and  also  to  the 
classes,  asking  that  sucli  action  be  taken  as  will  serve  to  in- 
crease as  much  as  possible  the  liberality  and  activity  in  this 
respect. 

2.  Resolved.,  That  tliis  synod  again  expresses  its  sense  of 
the  need  of  missionary  work  by  our  church  among  the  immi- 
grants at  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  its  wish  that  the  mis- 
sion inaugurated  there  be  continued  ;  and  it  is  lierebv  ordered 
that  the  sum  of  $2,000  be  appropriated  for  tlie  support  of  t  his 
mission. 

3.  Besolved^  That  the  mamigement  of  the  mission  at  tlie 
harbor  of  New  York  be  t  ransferred  to  the  German  Synod  of 
the  East, 
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4.  Resolved^  That  the  above  mentioned  communications 
relating  to  Oregon  and  Lower  California  be  commended  for 
consideration  to  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions. 

5.  Resolved^  (a)  That  this  sjaiod  calls  the  attention  of  the 
several  District  Synods  to  that  part  of  the  constitution  re- 
quiring District  Synods  to  confine  their  missionary  operations 
to  their  own  territory;  (b)  that  the  missions  now  operated  by 
the  District  Synods  beyond  their  own  bounds  be  transferred 
as  soon  a-s  practicable  to  General  Synod's  Board  of  Home 
Missions.     (Min.  O.  Synod,  1885, page  33). 

6.  Resolved^  That  the  salary  of  the  General  Superinten- 
dent of  Missions  be  fixed  at  $1200,  and  the  necessary  travel- 
ing expenses. 

Your  committee  would  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the 
following  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  May, 
1887 :  Kevs.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  Geo.  Wolff,  D.  D.,  Geo. 
W.  Williard,  D.  D.,  John  H.  Klein,  D.  D.,  and  Elders  Wm. 
D.  Gross  and  Chas.  Santee. 

Respectfull}^  submitted. 

J.  SPANGLER  KIEFFER,  Chairman. 


III.      UNIFICATION    OF   MISSION   WORK. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  5  that 
a  committee  was  continued  to  submit  a  plan  by  which  the 
Home  Mission  work  of  the  entire  Reformed  Church  shall  be 
carried  forward  more  etSciently  under  the  direct  management 
of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod,  with 
instructions  to  report  to  this  synod.  The  said  committee 
thereupon  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  its 
consideration  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  after- 
noon, immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  session.  At  the 
appointed  time  the  report  was  taken  up  and  after  being  dis- 
cussed laid  on  the  table  to  make  room  for  the  consideration 
of  the  proposed  new  constitution.  It  was  then  again  taken 
up  and  considered  item  by  item.  After  considerable  discus- 
sion, the  following  substitute  was  ofiered  and  adopted  : 

Resolved.,  That  the  district  synods  be  and  hereby  are  re- 
quested to  carry  forward  their  Home  Mission  work  in  sucli  a 
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manner  as  to  open  the  way  for  the  unification  of  our  home 
missionary  operations  under  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod 
at  tlie  earliest  practicable  date. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General 
Synod  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  general  superintendent  of 
our  home  missionary  work,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

On  motion,  it  was  also 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  matter  of  salary  of  the  general  mis- 
sionary superintendent  be  referred  to  the  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Home  Missions. 


IV.      CONCERNING    WUMEN'S   MISSIONARY    SOCIETIES. 

Philadelphia  Classis,  as  reix)rted  during  Monday  afternoon 
session,  in  item  18,  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
English  Classes,  petitioned  General  Synod  to  take  favorable 
action  in  behalf  of  Women's  Missionary  Societies : 

With  respect  to  this  petition,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  request  be  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee which  shall  define  the  proper  relation  of  women  to  the 
mission  work  of  the  church,  and  the  judicatories  of  the 
church  in  general. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  David  B.  Lady,  John  M. 
Kendig,  John  H.  Stepler,  and  Polders  Hiram  C.  Hoover  and 
Andrew  H.  Baugliman.  This  committee,  during  the  after- 
noon session  on  Tuesday,  submitted  their  report,  wliicli  was 
received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  request  of  Phil- 
adelphia Classis  that  this  synod  define  the  relation  of  women 
to  the  Synodical  Boards  of  Missions  of  the  Beformed  Church, 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  for  adoption : 

1.  That  the  (ieneral  Synod  api)roves  of  the  organization 
of  Women's  Missionary  Societies,  congregational,  classical, 
synodical,  and  also  that  embracing  the  General  Synod. 

2.  That  it  is  the  desire  of  tiiis  synod  that  t  lie  Women's 
Missionary  Societies  carry  on  their  work  in  harmony  with 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  District  Synods'  and  General 
Synod's  Boards,  ])aying  theii'  inonies  into  the  coninioii  treas- 
uries ol'  both  Home  and  Foreign  ^lissions. 

3.  That  it  is  competent  for  the  Boards  of  the  General  Syn- 
od and  District  Svnods  to  assiirn  to  the  women's  societies  cer- 
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tain  missions,  Home  and  Foreign,  such  as  the  school  for  girls 
at  Sendai  in  the  foreign  field,  for  whose   support  they  may 
hold  themselves  responsible. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  B.  LADY,  Chairman. 

Miami  Classis,  as  reported  in  item  9  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  English  Classes  during  Monday  morning 
session,  overtured  General  kSynod  to  secure  an  evangelist  to 
visit  weak  cliurches  within  its  (General  Synod's)  bounds.  In 
regard  to  this  overture,  on  motion,  the  following  action  was 
adopted : 

Whekeas,  The  work  of  assisting  weak  charges  is  per- 
formed, as  far  as  possible,  througli  the  missionary  boards ; 
therefore. 

Resolved.,  That  this  synod  is  not  prepared  to  comj)ly  with 
the  request  of  Miami  Classis. 


V,      FOREIGN   MISSIONS — TRIENNIAL   REPORTS. 

1.     Report  of  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions. 

To  the  General  Synod,  of  the  Reformed  Church  i?i  the  Unit- 
ed States: 

Fathers  and  Brothers  : — In  presenting  to  you  this  third 
triennial  report,  the  members  of  the  board  desire  to  express 
their  hearty  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for 
His  favors  extended  to  us  as  an  organization  during  the  past 
three  years.  While  the  work  of  conducting  the  mission  has 
not  been  accomplished  without  continued  anxiety  and  effort, 
yet  the  progress  has  been  marked,  and  the  encouragement 
great.  Doubts  as  to  the  particular  place  where  we  should 
concentrate  our  efforts  in  the  wide  field  lately  opened  in 
Japan  have  been  removed,  the  missionaries  reinforced,  and 
the  liberality  of  the  church  increased. 

We  address  you  now  under  widely  differing  circumstances 
from  those  attending  the  inception  of  our  work  in  1878.  Nine 
years  have  rolled  away  since,  during  the  sessions  of  your  ven- 
erable body  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  you  authorized  the  board  to 
organize  in  its  present  form.  Then  we  had  no  mission  of  our 
own  in  the  foreign  field.  The  wisdom  and  expediency  of  un- 
dertaking the  work  on  our  own   account  were  doubted   by 
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many;  and  a  surplus  of  only  $4,563.09  remained  in  the  treas- 
ury when  we  ceased  to  contribute  to  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  to  the  German  ]Mis- 
sion  at  Bisrampore,  India,  and  which,  with  the  accumulated 
interest,  April  18, 1S7S,  amounted  to  $5,296.39.  We  now  have 
seven  adult  persons  in  our  mission  in  Japan,  sent  out  and 
supported  entirely  by  the  free-will  offering  of  the  church. 
We  have  been  led,  as  we  believe,  by  the  hand  of  Providence, 
to  concentrate  our  efforts  largely  at  Sendai  and  vicinity, 
where  there  is  an  encouraging  outlook  for  the  immediate  fu- 
ture. 

At  the  time  of  your  last  meeting  at  Baltimore,  in  1884,  we 
had  only  the  Rev.  Ani})r()se  D.  Gring  and  family  and  Rev. 
Jairus  P.  Moore  and  wife  in  the  mission.  On  the  twenty-first 
of  April,  1885,  the  Board  met  at  Harrisburg  and  examined 
Rev.  William  E.  Hoy,  Miss  Lizzie  R.  Poorbaugh,  and  Miss 
Mary  B.  Ault  as  candidates  for  foreign  missionaries,  after 
which  they  were  duly  elected  to  that  office. 

Brother  Hoy  was  ordained  and  commissioned  during  the 
sessions  of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States,  at  Milllinliurg, 
October  15,  1885,  sailed  from  San  Francisco  November  10th, 
arrived  at  Yokohoma  December  1st,  and  at  Sendai  January 
13th,  1886.  A  farewell  meeting  with  Miss  Poorbaugh  and 
Miss  Ault  was  held  in  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg, 
June  1st,  1886;  they  sailed  from  San  Francisco  on  June  12th, 
arrived  at  Yokohoma  July  2d,  and  at  Sendai  July  16th, 
where  all  three  now  reside,  diligently  engaged  in  the  study  of 
Japanese  and  in  teaching  in  the  English  language. 

Sendai  is  located  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north 
of  Tokio,  the  capital  of  the  Empire,  and  contains  sixty  thous- 
and inliabitants.  It  is  situated  in  the  Ken  or  Province  of 
Miyagi,  which  has  a  population  of  six  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  is  the  natural  cen- 
ter of  a  ])opulation  of  six  millions  of  souls,  for  the  most  part 
destitute  of  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  This  interesting 
field  was  cultivated  by  a  Mr.  Yoshikawa,  a  native  converted 
under  the  preaching  of  tiie  Rev.  Mr.  Ballagh,  of  the  Reformed 
Ciiurch  in  America;  and  when  our  missionaries  united  with 
the  ''council,''  he,  with  other  native  helpers,  came  witli  tlieir 
work  into  fellowship  with  our  missionaries,  and  under  our 
immediate  care.     The  cession   of  this  interestiuii;   field   to  us 
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gives  us  two  self-supporting  churches  at  Sendai,  and  five  out- 
stations,  viz :  Iwanuma,  Ishinomaki,  Funkawa,  Hakadote, 
and  Fukushima,  numbering  a  total  membership  of  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-four.  The  working  force  consists  of  three  or- 
dained ministers  (including  Brother  Hoy)  and  five  licensed 
evangelists,  with  whom  the  native  Christians  co-operate 
heartily,  contributing  one-third  of  the  total  expense. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances  it  is  no  wonder  that  Brother 
Hoy  wrote  the  senior  missionary :  "  I  see  more  and  more  of 
our  grand  opportunities,  but  at  the  same  time  I  grow  more 
and  more  conscious  of  our  weakness  as  a  mission,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  looking  to  God  earnestly  in  prayer  for  needed  help. 
We  now  have  two  hundred  members  in  and  around  Tokio 
and  four  hundred  and  forty-four  here,  with  frequent  acces- 
sions. Our  theological  students  are  actively  engaged ;  they 
have  regular  preaching  stations,  do  house  preaching  and  Sun- 
day-school work.  Hakodate  has  become  self-supporting,  and 
the  twenty-four  Christians,  recently  baptized  at  Mororan,  ask 
for  a  pastor.  I  am  constantly  praying  for  more  money  and 
men  for  the  work.  Let  us  do  all  we  can.  Oh !  if  we  can 
only  hold  the  field  up  here !"" 

All  our  missionaries  share  these  sentiments,  and  plead  with 
us  earnestly  to  send  forth  more  laborers,  and  to  grant  them 
allowances  sufficient  to  sustain  the  helpers  in  the  field.  It  is 
in  this  spirit  that  Brother  Moore  and  wife  have  consented  to 
leave  their  promising  field  in  Tokio,  move  to  Sendai,  and  aid 
in  the  pressing  work  at  that  point.  He  has  baptized  sixty- 
seven  adults  and  nine  infants,  organized  a  congregation  at 
Bancho  of  forty  members,  and  visited  the  out-stations,  beside 
teaching  as  he  had  opportunity.  He  writes  :  '*  Could  you  but 
come  here  and  know  all  that  we  know,  and  see  all  that  we 
see,  of  the  opportunities  and  needs  of  this  field  you  would 
share  our  enthusiasm.  Men,  money  and  prayer  for  the  pres- 
ent, not  for  the  future,  should  be  the  motto  of  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  evangelization  of  Japan."  Brother  Gring  also- 
writes :  "  This  work  in  and  around  Sendai  is  all  placed  under 
the  direction  of  our  mission  with  the  expectation  that  we  will 
carry  it  forward  energetically ;  and  we  cannot  expect  to  hold 
the  field  as  our  own  unless  we  meet  the  demands." 

It  appears  that  we  now  have  fourteen  stations  and  seven 
hundred  and  five  members  in  our  charge   altogether;  for  it 
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must  be  remembered  that  the  excellent  work  accomplished 
by  the  brethren  Gring  and  Moore  in  and  aroun<4  Tokio  is  yet 
under  our  fostering  care. 

Recognizing  the  vital  importance  of  correct  theological 
training  of  young  men  of  piety  and  ability,  Brother  Hoy  has 
established  in  the  last  year  a  school  for  this  purpose  in  Sen- 
dai.  He  has  now  under  his  care  seven  students,  one  of  whom 
is  self-supporting.  These  young  men  assist  him  in  evangelical 
labor  and  in  the  Sunday-school  work,  and  through  their  ef- 
forts a  number  of  souls  have  already  been  hopefully  convert- 
ed. Brother  Hoy  feels  much  encouraged  with  the  progress 
they  have  made,  and  we  regard  the  training  school  as  one  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  our  mission,  and  as  destined 
to  become  a  powerful  factor  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

The  girls'  school  at  Sendai,  with  forty-one  pupils,  begun  by 
Miss  Poorbaugh  and  Miss  Ault  last  September,  is  kept  in  a 
Japanese  dwelling,  and  it  is  evident  to  all  that  they  need  a 
new  building,  specially  adapted  to  their  purpose.  Their  ear- 
nest appeals  to  us  have  not  been  in  vain.  For  in  this  connec- 
tion it  is  most  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Rev.  J.  1.  Swan- 
der,  I).  D.,  and  wife,  of  Fremont,  Ohio,  have  contributed  the 
eleven  hundred  dollars  solicited  for  the  purchase  of  the  lot 
on  which  the  school  building  and  mission  homes  are  to  be 
erected.  The  kind  donors  attacli  no  other  condition  to  their 
gift  excei^t  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  the  amount  need- 
ed for  the  erection  of  the  school-building  and  homes  for  the 
missionaries  be  raised  by  the  whole  church  without  delay. 
Very  soon  alter  the  receipt  of  this  donation,  the  money  and 
the  order  were  sent  to  Brother  Hoy  to  purchase  the  lot,  but 
the  land  had  risen  in  value  and  he  could  not  obtain  it  for  less 
than  about  thirteen  hundred  dollars.  This  diflerence  had  al- 
ready been  contributed  by  various  parties  for  the  purchase  of 
the  land,  and  the  additional  sum  required  forwarded.  The 
land  purchased  contains  a  little  over  two  acres.  It  is  situated 
in  the  heart  of  Sendai,  fronting  ibur  hundred  and  sixty  feet 
on  Sambancho  (Third)  street,  extending  from  Yiuagi  (or 
Willow)  street  to  Hitame  (North-Eye)  street,  and  running  in 
deptli  along  the  last  two  mentioned  streets  an  average  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  feet.  The  railroad  station  is  on  Gol)an- 
cho  (P^ifth)  street,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  our  prop- 
ertv.      In    connection    witli    the    acknowledgment     of   this 
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timely  gift,  we  would  further  state  that  the  sum  of  two  thous- 
and nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  eight  cents 
has  been  received  up  to  date,  (May  3d,)  and  designated  by 
the  donors  for  the  school-building,  which  will  be  reserved  for 
that  special  purpose.  Other  sums  received  for  the  girls' 
school,  not  specifically  designated  for  building  purposes,  the 
treasurer  was  authorized  by  the  board  to  use  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  school. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the  "  Tenth  Annual 
Heport  of  the  Council  of  the  United  Missions  in  Japan,  for 
the  year  1886,"  just  received  : 

"In  Sendai  the  ladies  of  the  Reformed  (German)  Mission 
have  begun  a  school  for  girls  with  almost  unexampled  pros- 
pects of  success.  There  being  no  other  such  school  in  all 
that  part  of  Japan.  They  are  encouraged  beyond  their  larg- 
est expectations.  The  number  of  pupils  has  grown  steadily 
from  the  first,  to  a  present  attendance  of  forty-one.  The 
Governor  has  shown  appreciation  of  the  enterprise  by  send- 
ing his  daughter  to  the  school,         *        *        * 

"An  Evangelistic  Training  School  of  nine  students  is 
taught  in  Sendai,  by  Revs.  Hoy  and  Oshikawa.  Text-books 
in  the  Theological  School  in  Tokio,  aid  in  the  instruction. 
Several  of  the  nine  students  are  at  their  own  charges.  All 
assist  in  Christian  work  on  Sundays.  It  is  probable  that  be- 
fore this  3^ear  (1887)  closes,  the  number  in  attendance  will  be 
upwards  of  twenty,  which  is  the  more  encouraging  in  view  of 
the  great  opportunities  reported  as  offering  in  the  North." 

Whilst  the  board  are  exceedingly  grateful  for  the  well- 
meant  efforts  of  individuals  and  societies  in  various  parts  of 
the  church,  to  contribute  for  new  specific  objects,  without 
Jirst  submitting  them  to  the  board  for  examination  and  ap- 
proval, they  would  nevertheless  respectfully  request  that  it 
be  borne  in  mind  that  such  gifts,  unless  very  large  in  amount, 
tend  greatly  to  embarrass  its  operations.  The  regular  revenue 
has  been  annually  increasing,  so  that  there  has  been  received 
enough  to  carry  on  the  work  in  Japan,  as  already  planned. 
The  building  of  a  female  seminary  and  of  several  houses  for 
the  missionaries  in  Sendai,  will  require  at  least  ten  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  on  hand.  This 
is  stated  on  the  supposition  that  the  seminary  building  shall 
contain  dormitories  for  from  eighty   to  one  hundred  pupils. 
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If  a  smaller  building  should  be  agreed  upon  a  less  amount 
will  answer.  The  amount  can  only  be  approximately  given, 
after  the  plans  sliall  have  been  received  and  adopted.  AV^liat- 
ever  amount  shall  be  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  mission- 
house  in  Tokio,  which  cost  about  four  thousand  dollars,  will 
be  applied  to  the  erection  of  homes  for  the  missionaries  in 
Sendai,  thus  using  the  means  which  it  cost  for  the  same  pur- 
pose origiiudly  intended  by  the  board. 

We  further  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  i'orty  finely  finished 
school  desks,  contributed  by  a  member  of  the  First  Reformed 
Church  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  forwarded  at  his  own  i)ersonal 
exi)ense  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  ten 
cents,  including  freight,  to  the  girls'  school  at  Sendai.  A  fine 
cabinet  organ  has  also  been  contributed  by  another  member 
of  the  board,  and  is  now  in  use  in  the  school. 

The  following  bequests  have  been  received  during  the  past 
three  years,  viz  :  Anna  M.  Ditzler  and  Susan  Ditzler,  $300; 
Elizabeth  Dielfenbacher,  $<)55.30;  Isaac  Hess  (verbal)  be- 
quest before  dying  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  fulfill  wliicli  his 
daughters,  Maggie  A.  and  Ida  M.  Hess,  each  generously  paid 
one  hundred  dollars;  Miss  Anna  M.  Ditzler,  $200;  John 
Henry  Boockhold,  $150;  Anna  K.  Uliler,  $!>30,  net.  Most  of 
these  bequests,  as  will  be  seen,  are  the  gifts  of  Christian  wo- 
men. Women's  missionary  societies  are  springing  up  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  church,  which  are  of  great  and  increasing 
service  to  the  cause.  To  the  women  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
Miss  Poorl)augh  and  Miss  Ault  make  their  earnest  appeal  for 
aid  in  rescuing  from  sin  and  spiritual  death  their  degraded 
sisters  in  the  Empire  of  Japan,  and  upon  them  the  girls' 
school  at  Sendni  has  a  special  claim  for  x)raver  and  financial 
aid. 

AVe  report  continued  appropriations  to  the  support  of  tlie 
missions  among  the  Indians  in  Wisconsin,  carried  forward 
mainly  by  the  Uerman  brethren  of  our  church.  We  do  this 
the  more  cheerfully  since  tliese  l)rethren  have  been  among 
our  most  liberal  contributors  to  our  foreign  missions  from  the 
very  beginning. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board, 
held  in  March  last,  a  resolution  was  adopted  requesting  the 
pastors  of  our  denomination  to  set  apart  Whit-Sunday  of 
each  year,  as  a  day  on  wliicli  to  preach  to  their  respective 
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congregations  upon  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  to 
invoke  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  our  own 
people  and  upon  the  heathen  world,  and  to  supplement  these 
religious  exercises  with  gifts  to  the  missionary  treasury, 
according  as  the  Lord  has  given  them  ability.  AVe  trust  that 
this  action  may  meet  the  attention  it  deserves,  and  that  your 
venerable  body  may  give  your  sanction  to  the  same  by 
recommending,  in  an  official  way,  such  an  observance  of  that 
day. 

We  thankfully  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  all  our 
church  papers  for  so  kindly  opening  their  columns  for  the 
spreading  of  missionary  intelligence.  The  Messenger.,  Chris- 
tian World.,  Kirchemeitung.,  Hausfreund.,  Missionary  Iler- 
ald.,  and  Missionbote  have  thus  rendered  efficient  service. 

The  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  printed  reports  of  the  fare- 
well meeting  with  Miss  Poorbaugh  and  Miss  Ault,  and  the 
later  tract  containing  letters  from  the  missionaries,  and  other 
valuable  information,  of  which  twenty-four  thousand  have 
also  been  circulated,  have  been  well  received,  and  are  bring- 
ing in  most  satisfactory  pecuniary  returns. 

Our  charter  requires  that  four  ministers  and  two  elders  be 
elected  by  3^ou  at  the  present  session  to  serve  as  members  of 
the  board  for  the  term  of  six  years,  the  terms  of  office  of  the 
following  named  brethren  expire,  viz :  Revs.  B.  Bausman, 
D.  D.,  C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  N.  Gehr,  D.  D.,  J.  H.  A.  Bomberg- 
er,  D.  D.,  and  Elders  R.  F.  Kelker  and  G.  S.  Griffith.  We 
further  express  the  hope  that  General  Synod,  during  its 
session,  will  hold  anniversary  services,  and  commend  the 
Japan  Mission  to  the  prayers  and  the  benevolence  of  the 
whole  church. 

Finally,  we  urge  you  to  consider  well  the  providential 
opening  before  us  in  Northern  Japan.  We  will  be  permitted 
to  reap  a  rich  ripe  harvest  there,  if  we  justify  the  remark  of 
the  Rev.  E.  A.  Lawrence,  a  missionary  of  a  sister  denomina- 
tion, where  he  speaks  of  the  "  short  but  excellent  work  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States  in  the  field  now 
allotted  to  them."  The  missionary  spirit  pervades  all  the 
living  churches  around  us  in  this  country  to-day.  Fifteen 
hundred  students  in  American  institutions  have  lately  de- 
clared that  they  are  willing  and  desirous  to  be  foreign 
missionaries,  if  God  opens  the  way  by  furnishing  the  neces- 
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sary  means.  There  are  those  in  our  own  denomination  who 
would  also  gladly  engage  in  this  work.  Miss  Rebecca  L. 
Irvine,  a  daughter  of  one  of  our  deceased  ministers,  is  to 
depart  for  Nagasaki,  Japan,  this  summer,  as  a  missionary  of 
the  RefoAned  Church  in  America,  because  we  have  not  the 
means  to  send  her  forth  at  this  time.  And  now,  since  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  church  are  ready  to  go  forth,  shall 
they  be  kept  back  from  this  noljle  work  because  we  will  not 
furnish  the  necessary  means?  The  estimated  current  ex- 
penses for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1888,  will  be  about  eleven 
thousand  dollars,  whicli  will  be  three  thousand,  live  hundred 
dollars  more  than  was  needed  for  tlie  year  preceding.  In 
order  to  carry  forward  the  great  and  growing  work  God  has 
assigned  to  us,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  church 
furnish  tlie  requisite  means. 

We  expect  the  return  of  our  senior  missionary  soon,  with 
his  family,  in  order  that  they  may  recruit  their  impaired 
health.  And  wlien  he  shall  plead  with  our  churches  to  sus- 
tain this  cause,  may  the  Lord  graciously  incline  them  to 
devise  and  do  liberal  things  in  behalf  of  his  kingdom. 
Resi^ectfully  suljmitted, 

DAVID  VAN  HORNE,  President. 

Harhisburg,  Pa.,  May  .3,  1887. 


2.     Condensed  Report  of  Treasurer  of  Foreign  Missions. 

RuDOLi'ii  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign Missions  of  tJw  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  !States,  in  account 
■with  said  Board,  exhibiting  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  three  years, 
from  May  6,  1SS4,  to  May  3,  18S7. 

RECEII'TS. 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  INIay  G,  1884 $.3,280  07 

Principal  of  temporary  loan  repaid $2,000  00 

"  Brinker  legacy  repaid 1 ,609  83 

3,(309  83 

Interest  on  loans 378  99 

Legacies  received,  (net  amount,) $2,435  30 

Actual  contributions  from  all  other  sources 29,285  24 

31,720  54 

Total  debit  side  of  report $38,989  43 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Rev.  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  salary  and  expenses  of 

all  missionary  operations  under  his  direction.  .     $9,941  65 

Rev.  Jairus  P.  Moore,  salary  and  expenses  of  all 
missionary  operations  under  his  direction 7,096  10 

Fare  and  passage  money  from  Harrisburg  to  Yo- 
kohama, Japan,  of  Miss  Lizzie  R.  Poorbaugh, 
Miss  Mary  B.  Ault,  and  including  Kitty  Poor- 
baugh, (the  latter,  Kitty  Poorbaugh's,  $133, 
repaid  by  Miss  Lizzie  R.  Poorbaugh  to  the 
treasuser)   665  00 

Rev.  William  E.  Hoy,  outfit,  fare,  and  passage 

money,  salary  and  expenses 2,429  68 

Miss  Lizzie  R.  Poorbaugh,  salary,  &c 1,184  00 

Miss  Mary  B.  Ault,  salary,  &c 1,192  19 

Books  for  Theological  Training  School,  Sendai.  .  18  43 

Expenses  of  girls'  school  at  Sendai 683  58 

Rev.  J.  P.  Moore,  treasurer  of  our  missions,  on 
account  of  evangelistic  and  other  work,  under 
the  direction  of  the  mission 1,200  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  board, 
attending  meeting  thereof,  and  of  the  executive 
committee 452  58 

Salary  of  Rev.  Thos.  S.  Johnston,  I).  D.,  secre- 
tary of  the  Board,  and  traveling  expenses,  post- 
age, telegrams,  expressage,  stationery,  &c. .  .  .       1,980  00 

For  printing  5,000  copies  Second  Triennial  Re- 
port of  the  Board,  $190.46;  expressage,  post- 
age, and  expenses  forwarding  them,  $45.15.  .  .  .  235  61 

Printing  and  mailing  $10,000  copies  "  Farewell 
Missionary  Meeting,"  and  24,000  copies  of 
"Letters  from  our  Missionaries,"  to  all  the 
Reformed  ministers  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  contributors 278  84 

For  36,000  copies  lithographic  view  of  school 
building  and  preaching  place,  Nihon,  Bashi,  in 
Tokio 392  20 

Actual  expenses  paid  by  the  treasurer  for  post- 
age, envelopes,  expressage,  telegrams,  exped- 
iting pictures  throughout  the  church,  and  on 
books  and  other  articles  to  Japan 239  77 

Printing  and  expediting  the  appeal  of  Rev.  J.  P. 
Moore,  to  all  the  ministers  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  U.  S 19  30 

One  copy  of  Prof.Rein's  Japan, for  use  of  the  board  6  38 

Carried  forward $28,015  3h 
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Brought  forwaril $28,015  31 

For  boxes  and  cliests,  and  freight  on  goods  of 
outgoing  missionaries,  Hoy,  Poorbaugh,  and 
Ault,  and  on  the  mission  cabinet  organ,  sew- 
ing machine,  <kc 123  SO 

For  cupboard  for  storing  mission  books  and  papers  14  00 

Fire  proof  safe  for  secretary's  use  and  freight.  ...  03  54 

Temporary  loan 2,000  00 

Cablegrams  to  Japan,  in  all 99  84 

For  mission  among  the  Indians,  under  care  of 

Sheboygan  Classis GOO  00 

Commissions  paid  J.  I).  Cameron,  agt.,  for  drafts 
on  London,  for  paying  missionaries  in  Japan, 
in  all 12  30 

Certified  copy  of  will  of  John  Boockliold,  deceased  3  30        ' 

Attorney  fee  in  defending  claim  for  legacy  of  An- 
na K.  Uhler,  deceased 20  00 

For  40  desks  with  seats,  for  girls'  school  in  Sen- 
dai,  and  freight  to  Japan.     (This  amount  donat- 
ed to  the  board  by  a  member  of  First  Kef.  Ch.,  , 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,) 171  10 

For  lot  of  ground  for  mission  houses  and  female 
seminary  in  Sendai 1,100  00 

Rev.  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  to  use  as  much  thereof 
as  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
himself  and  family,  to  return  home  by  way  of 

San   Francisco 1 ,000  00 

$5,207  88 


$33,223  19 
Bahince  in  treasurer's  hands,  May  3,  1887 5,766  24 


$38,989  43 

NoTi:. — This  balance  of  .$5,7(>0.24  includes  principal  sum  of 

the  legacy  of  Sarah  Brinker,  deceased,  $l,(!();>.s;>,  wliicli  lias 

been  invested,  but  was  repaid  April  S,  18S7,  and  whicli  will 

shortly  be  reinvested. 

The  treasurer  also  holds,  in  addition  to  the  above  stated 
balance,  tiie  Dechant  legacy  of  $100.00,  which  is  safely  in- 
vested in  a  school  bond  of  the  city  of  Harrisl)ur^ 

51KM0RANDA. 

The  salaries  of  tlie  missionaries  are  transmitted  by  the 
treasurer,  so  that  they  shall  receive  t>hem  three  months  in 
advance. 

6 
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Since  October  30,  1880,  there  wei"e  issued  by  direction  of 
^he  executive  committee,  in  addition  to  triennial  reports  and 
circulars,  &c.,  the  following  publications  which  have  pro- 
duced a  profit  over  and  above  all  exjjenses  of  printing  and 
mailing,  &c.,  of  more  than  five  thousand  dollars. 

Seventeen  thousand  and  six  liundred  mission  house  certifi- 
cates, containing  picture  of  dwelling  No.  28,  Tsukiji,  Tokio, 
and  portraits  of  Rev.  Gring  and  wife. 

Thirty-six  thousand  lithographic  pictures  of  the  school- 
house  and  j)lace  of  worship  at  ISlihon-Bashi,  Tokio. 

Ten  thousand  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  farewell 
meeting,  in  Harrisburg,  before  the  departure  of  Miss  Poor- 
baugh  and  Miss  Ault. 

Twenty-four  thousand  pamphlets,  containing  letters  from 
our  missionaries,  and  other  useful  information.  Of  these 
7,000  copies  were  in  the  German  language. 

In  conclusion,  the  treasurer  would  take  this  occasion  to 
express  his  sincere  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
and  to  the  General  Synod,  for  the  generous  confidence  re- 
posed in  him,  as  well  as  for  honoring  him  for  so  many  years 
with  this  sacred  trust. 

He  now  presents  his  final  report,  and  would  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  the  reverend  synod  upon  the  wonderful  success 
with  which  the  God  of  Missions  has  been  pleased  to  bless  our 
mission  in  Japan.  That  he  has  by  his  Holy  Spirit  inspired 
our  beloved  church  at  home  with  such  a  new  and  increasing 
zeal  in  this  blessed  cause,  calls  for  devout  gratitude  and  for 
an  entire  and  hearty  consecration  of  all  our  powers  to  the 
work  of  advancing  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  until  his  golden 
scepter  of  Light,  Love,  and  Salvation  shall  be  extended  over 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

In  the  love  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel, 

RUDOLPH  F.^KELKER,  Treasurer. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  3,  1887. 


VI.     REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON   FOREIGN   MISSIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  during  the 
afternoon  session  on  Tuesday,  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received,  and,  together  with  the  report  of  the  board  and 
of  its  treasurer,  adopted. 


Your  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

The  papers  j)laced  in  our  hands  are  the  Report  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 
and  also  its  Treasurer's  Report,  together  with  a  request  from 
North  Carolina  Classis. 

From  these  we  learn  with  much  pleasure,  that  under  the 
judicious  management  of  the  board  our  foreign  mission- 
ary work  is  in  a  most  prosperous  condition.  Every  reasona- 
ble expectation  has  been  realized.  Even  more,  for  when  it  is 
remembered  that  this  w^ork  had  its  beginning  less  than  ten 
years  ago,  the  work  accomplished  is  marvelously  large.  To 
be  properly  impressed  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  much 
time  was  necessarily  consumed  in  doing  foundation  work,  the 
unseen  preparation,  and  yet  so  essential  to  make  the  super- 
structure  sure.  For  all  this  we  now  record  our  gratitude  to 
Him  through  whose  favor  alone  we  enjoy  this  great  prosper- 
ity. 

But  as  the  documents  giving  a  detailed  account  of  all  our 
foreign  missionary  work  will  be  accessible  to  all  the  readers 
of  this  report,  your  committee's  work  is  limited  to  such  rec- 
ommendations wiiich,  it  is  hoped,  may  meet  the  approbation 
of  this  sj'nod : 

Resolved^  That  this  synod  recommends  to  the  churches  un- 
der its  care  increased  contributions,  to  at  least  $15,000,  to- 
wards the  support  of  this  cause  annually. 

Resolved,  That  this  synod  gratefully  acknowledges  the  very 
efficient  help  rendered  this  benevolent  enterprise  by  the 
church  periodicals,  and  as  our  church  papers  are  significant 
factors  in  the  education  of  our  people,  that  they  be  respect- 
fully requested  to  continue  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  all, 
the  facts  ol'  our  missionary  operations,  that  we  may  have 
their  intelligent  co-operation. 

Resolved,  That  we  liail  with  peculiar  joy  the  formation  ol 
Women's  Missionary  Societies  in  our  different  congregations, 
and  that  we  recognize  in  this  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day  in 
our  foreign  missionary  work. 

Resolved,  That  synod  requests  that  all  tlie  pastors  of  our 
different  congregations  preach  on  the  subject  of  foreign  mis- 
sions once  each  year  at  least,  and  that  at  the  same  time  a  col- 
lection be  lifted  in  tlie  interest  of  the  board. 

Resolved,  That  the   action  of  the  board  in  co-operating 
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with  other  Protestant  churches  in  tlie  mission  work  in  Japan, 
meets  the  unqualified  approbation  of  this  synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  synod  be  extended  to  the 
Hon.  R.  F.  Kelker,  the  treasurer  of  the  board,  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  respon- 
sible and  laborious  position. 

Resolved^  That  synod  hears  with  great  regret  of  the  con- 
tinued illness  of  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnson,  secretary  of  the  board, 
and  sends  to  him  its  sympathies,  and  offers  in  his  belialf  its 
prayers. 

Synod  is  hereby  reminded  that  the  time  for  which  the  Revs. 
Dr.  B.  Bausman,  C.  Z.  Weiser,  N.  Gehr,  and  J.  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger,  and  Elders  R.  F.  Kelker  and  G.  S.  Griffith  were  elect- 
ed, expires  at  this  synod. 

Finally,  it  is  most  gratifying  to  your  committee  to  learn 
from  the  treasurer's  statements  that  there  is  now  in  his  pos- 
session the  sum  of  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAMUEL  B.  YOCKEY. 

Chairman. 


VII.      ELECTION   OF   BOARDS    OF   MISSIONS. 

1.     Board  of  Home  Missions. 
Members  whose  term  expires  1890. 
Rev.  Ed.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.    Rev.  John  W.  Love*. 
"    F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.         Elder  Hiram  C.  Hoover. 
"     John  A.  Peters,  D.  D.  "      Christian  M.  Boush. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1893 : 
Rev.  John  H.  Klein,  D.  D.        Rev.  John  J.  Leberman. 
"    John  M.  Kendig.  Elder  Charles  Santee. 

"    Dewalt  S.  Fouse.  "      John  S.  Zimmerman. 

Officers  of  Board  of  Home  Missions  : 
Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  D.  D.,  President,  Danville,  Pa. 
Rev.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  Secretary,  Baltimore,  Mdo 
Mr.  Charles  Santee,  Treasurer,  532  N.  6th  St.,  Philadelphia. 


2.     Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 
Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1890 : 
Rev.  Thos.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.     Rev.  Adam  C.  Whitmer. 
"    David  Van  Home,  D.  D.    Elder  William  H.  Seibert. 
"    Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.       "      Benjamin  Kuhns. 
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Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1893  : 
Rev.  Benj.  Bailsman,  D.  D.        Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  1). 
"    Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.  Elder  Rudolph  ¥.  Kelker. 
"    Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D.  "      Goldsboro.  S.  Griffith. 

Ofiicers  of  tlie  Board  of  Foreign  INIissions  : 
Rev.  David  Van  Home,  D.  D.,  President,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Rev.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  Vice  Pres.,  East  Greenville,  Pa. 
Rev.  x\llen  R.  Bartholomew,  Secretary,  Pottsville,  Pa. 
Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


ARTICLE  XIY. 

BENEVOLENT  AND  RELIGIOUS  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  following  reports  were  received  and  considered  during 
the  present  sessions  of  synod : 

I.    orphans'  homes. 
1.   J?eport  of  Directors  of  Orphans''  Homes  of  General  Synod. 
Tliere  was  no  report  received  from  the  directors. 


2.     Report  of  Board  of  Bethany  Orphans'^  Home. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  IMan- 
agers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  tlie  un- 
dersigned respectfully  presents  the  following  statement : 

During  the  three  years  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  held  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  the  Home,  under 
the  blessing  of  God,  has  enjoyed  a  period  of  uninterrupted 
prosperity.  There  liave  been  no  deaths  in  the  Home  and  as 
far  as  we  know,  not  even  one  case  of  serious  sickness. 

Time,  however,  has  not  been  so  unsparing  in  his  dealings 
with  the  honored  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  In 
this  period  three  brethren,  Josepli  Laubach,  Wni.  D.  Gross, 
and  George  Gelbach,  well  known  to  the  church  at  large,  firm 
friends  of  tlie  Home,  almost  from  the  time  of  its  inception, 
and  members  of  our  Board  of  Managers  for  a  period  of  up- 
wards of  twenty  years,  were  called  to  their'  final  resting 
place.  The  Home  keenly  feels  the  loss^  of  these  worthy 
brethren,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  their  lives  were 
spared  long  enougli  to  see  the  object,  which  was  so  dear  to 
their  hearts,  and  which  they  so  cheerfulh^  supported  in  all  its 
trials,  attain  a  successful  jjosition. 
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Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  a  considerable- 
debt,  then  resting  on  the  Home,  has  been  liquidated,  a  barn 
built  at  an  expense  of  over  $2,000,  certain  other  improve- 
ments made,  and  our  large  family  of  orphans  well  supported. 
We  have  at  present  no  debt.  Several  legacies,  varying  fronx 
$100  to  $2,000,  were  received. 

On  January  14,  1886,  Kev.  Daniel  B.  Albright,  the  faithful 
Superintendent  of  this  Home  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years 
and  five  months,  resigned.  On  February  11,  1886,  Rev.  Thos; 
M.  Yundt  of  Wyandotte,  Kansas,  was  chosen  his  successor, 
who  took  charge  of  the  Home,  April  first  of  the  same  year. 

The  Board  of  Managers  having  for  some  time  felt  that  the 
ladies  of  the  church,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  orphans  espe- 
cially appeals,  should  have  a  more  direct  infiuence  in  the 
general  management  of  our  Home,  some  time  ago  appointed 
a  "  Ladies'  Visiting  and  Advisory  Committee,"  composed  of 
prominent  ladies  in  different  parts  of  the  church.  This  com- 
mittee has  done  faithful  work  and,  what  was  begun  as  an  ex- 
periment, has  proved  of  great  practical  benefit. 

We  have  at  present  seventy  children  in  the  Home.  With 
those  for  whom  application  has  been  made  and  those  who 
have  been  admitted  by  the  board,  but  are  not  yet  with  us, 
our  number  will  probably  soon  be  increased  to  eighty.  The 
average  cost  of  support  is  about  $100  a  year  per  child.  The 
farm  is  productive,  and  is  made  to  do  its  share  towards  the- 
support  of  our  family. 

Our  scliool  session  lasts  nine  and  a  half  months  per  year. 
We  lay  stress  principally  upon  the  elementary  branches,  but 
where  a  boy  or  girl  shows  special  aptitude  in  study  we  are 
also  prepared  to  supply  their  wants. 

We  have  services  every  morning  in  the  German  language, 
in  the  evening  in  the  English  language,  church  and  Sunday- 
school  on  Sunday,  also  regular  instruction  in  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism. 

Seven  orphans  were  confirmed  during  the  past  three  years, 
and  became  members  of  the  Bethany  congregation ;  at  the 
coming  Whitsuntide  we  hope  to  confirm  fourteen  more. 

Our  hearts  are  full  of  gratitude  to  God  lor  His  continued 
and  bountiful  blessings  upon  our  work,  and  the  board  here- 
with returns  its  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  good  people  of  the 
church  who  have  so  faithfully  ministered  unto  the  wants  of 
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the  orphans,  feeling  assured   that    the   gifts  Avhich  they  have 
given  to  the  Home  in  faith   will   be  blessed  of  (rod  and  will 
bring  forth  fruit  in  the  future  as  they  have  in  the  past. 
Respectfully  submitted.  THOS.  M.  YUNDT, 

Secretary. 


3.     Report  of  Board  of  St.  PauVs  Orphans'  Home. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :— In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors I  would  lay  before  you  something  of  the  condition  of 
St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home,  at  Butler,  Pa.,  and  ask  through 
you  for  the  sympathy,  j)rayers  and  support  of  the  church  at 
large. 

Tiie  Home  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
healthy  spots  in  this  country.  So  home-like  has  the  institu- 
tion become  and  so  commendable  has  been  the  management 
that  the  state  in  which  it  is  located,  and  the  district  synod 
under  whose  immediate  care  it  is,  have  become  justly  proud 
of  it.  A  number  of  the  church  orphans  are  also  soldiers'  or- 
phans, and  therefore  our  Home  comes  under  the  insi)ection 
of  the  State  Inspector  of  Orphans'  Homes  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  his  late  report  to  Governor  Beaver,  the  inspector.  General 
Wagner,  said  that  St.  Paul's  Home  was  the  only  one  in  the 
state — in  which  soldiers'  children  are  admitted — which  he 
could  mark  as  No.  1. 

There  are  now  eighty  children  in  the  Home,  and  they  come 
from  all  sections  of  the  clnirch.  The  demand  for  admissions 
has  become  so  great  that  we  have  had  to  enlarge  our  build- 
ings, increasing  thereby  our  indebtedness.  But  the  enlarge- 
ment has  greatly  increased  our  sphere  of  usefulness?  The 
church  is  doing  a  grand  work  in  nuiintaining  such  a  Home  as 
St.  Paul's,  and  we  call  for  an  increase  of  liberalit}'  on  the 
part  of  the  church's  membership. 

Very  truly  yours, 

WM.  E.  SCHMERTZ, 

President  of  Board. 


4.     Report  of  Board  of  Orphans^  Hoirie  at  Fort  Wayne. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — The  Board  of  the  Re- 
formed Orphans'  Home  near  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  instructed  its 
president,  the  undersigned,  to  present  to  your  reverend  body 
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a  report  on  this  part  of  our  church  work,  and  ask  for  your 
prayers  and  assistance  in  this  work  of  Christian  love  commit- 
ted to  our  hands.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1884,  the  new 
building,  so  much  needed,  was  completed  and  occupied,  and 
solemnly  dedicated  for  its  holy  use  in  October  of  said  year. 
Then  we  had  15  orphans  in  our  Home,  now  we  have  44.  The 
Lord  has  graciously  prospered  our  work,  so  that  we  are  fully 
justified  in  calling  it  a  grand  success.  At  the  close  of  our 
financial  year  in  1884,  the  liabilities  of  our  Home  were 
.$9,230.50;  now  they  amount  to  $3,905.50.  Considering  the 
improvements  made  on  the  i'arm  (57  acres),  the  increase  in 
live  stock  and  in  the  outfit  of  the  Home,  we  feel  constrained 
to  praise  the  Lord  I'or  His  bountiful  blessings  bestowed  on  our 
dear  Home. 

The  Lord  made  our  dear  brother  Rev.  John  Rettig  and  his 
wife  willing  to  take  care  of  our  Home,  and  has  graciously 
spared  their  lives  and  gave  them  grace  and  strength  to  be 
loving  parents  to  these  homeless  ones.  The  dear  children 
cling  to  these  their  foster-parents  with  the  deepest  affection, 
and  are  well  provided  for  in  every  respect.  They  are  well 
kept  in  food  and  clothing,  and  also  in  the  needs  of  their  souls 
and  spiritual  wants.  The  children  are  taught  the  German  and 
English  branches  of  our  common  school  course,  and  are  as  a 
family  also  a  Reformed  congregation,  and  brouglit  up  in  the 
doctrine  of  our  Christian  faith,  according  to  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism.  This  year,  for  the  first  time,  10  of  them  will  be 
received  into  full  membership  of  the  church  by  tlie  rite  of 
confirmation.  Great  pain  is  taken  that  all  the  orphans  will 
be  able  to  read,  write  and  speak  both  the  German  and  Eng- 
lish languages. 

Our  Home  is  situated  about  one  and  a  half  miles  trom  the 
city  limits.  The  new  building  is  erected  on  a  beautiful  hill,  in 
the  rear  of  which  is  a  pleasant  grove,  and  can  accommodate 
some  50  orphans.  The  surroundings  have  been  greatly  im- 
proved by  shrubbery,  shade  trees,  fiower  beds  and  gravel 
walks;  and  the  farm  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation, 
and  gives  a  very  desirable  opportunity  to  the  boys  for  bodily 
labor,  whilst  the  girls  help  in  the  housework. 

The  proi)erty  now  represents  a  value  of  no  less  than  $25,- 
000.  The  Home  is  incorporated  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  is  governed  by  the  board  elected  by  the 
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two  German  synods  of  the  west  (the  Central  and  the  Synod 
of  the  Northwest),  and  has  enjoyed  the  Christian  liberality 
of  the  citizens  of  Ft.  Wayne  and  the  church  at  large,  for 
wliich  we  are  thankful  to  the  Lord  and  His  people. 

The  present  otiicers  are :  Rev.  J.  II.  Klein,  President ;  Rev. 
C.  Schaaf,  Secretary;  Rev.  C.  F.  Kriete,  Treasurer,  and  Rev. 
John  Rettig,  Haus  Vater,  (superintendent),  who  also  con- 
stitute the  executive  committee  to  carry  on  the  work  during 
the  synodical  year,  being  authorized  to  receive  new  orphans 
and  manage  the  affairs  of  the  institution  in  its  financial  trans- 
actions. 

Asking  for  the  prayers  and  co-operation  of  the  church,  we 
commend  this  holy  work  to  your  kind  consideration. 

Bv  order  of  the  board. 

JOHN.  H.  KLEIN,  President. 


II.       REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON   ORPHANS'   HOMES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  w^ith  the  pre- 
ceding reports,  adopted : 

Tlie  following  papers  have  been  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee : 

a.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Or- 
phans' Home,  AVomelsdorf,  Pa. 

h.)     Report  of  St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home,  Butler,  Pa. 

c.)     Report  of  Orphans'  Home,  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

These  reports  speak  for  themselves.  The  evidence  wliich 
they  give  of  the  Divine  blessing  should  call  forth  our  heart- 
felt thanks.  The  ability  displayed  in  the  management  of 
these  Homes,  tlie  response  of  the  church  to  appeals  for  lielp, 
and  the  care  and  devotion  shown  by  the  Superintendents  and 
Haus  Vater  for  tlie  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the  or- 
l)hans  committed  to  their  charge,  are  worthy  of  our  warm- 
est commendation. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  fullillment  of  our  Redeemer's 
words,  "Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid 
them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  (4od."''  AVe  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

First,  That  the  Orphans'  Homes  be  and  hereby  are,  com- 
mended to  the  ]il)eralitv  of  the  church. 
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Second,  That  we  commend  the  Orphan  Homes  of  the 
church  as  worthy  of  being  remembered  in  the  bequests  of 
those  who  desire  in  this  way  to  express  their  love  for  our  Re- 
deemer and  for  humanity. 

Third,  That  we  request  our  pastors  to  make  known  to  their 
congregations  the  facts  communicated  in  the  above  reports. 

It  becomes  necessary  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of 
Directors  by  this  synod,  caused  b}^  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  Elder  Wm.  F.  Hoftman  and  by  the  death  of  Elder  Wm. 
D.  Gross. 

Respectfully  submitted.  ELLIS  N.  KREMER. 

Chairman, 


III.      ELECTION  OF  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  ORPHANS'  HOMES. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1890. 

Rev.  Qharles  F.  McCauley,  D.  D.,  Elder  Andrew  H.  Baughman. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1893. 

Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  Mr.  Christian  G.  Gross. 

Member  whose  term  expires  May,  1896. 

Elder  William  F.  Hoffman. 


IV.      SOCIETY  FOR  RELIEF  OF  MINISTERS,  &C. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  after- 
noon session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  16  that  a  com- 
munication was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Society 
for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  together  with  22  copies  of  the  charter  and  by-laws  of 
the  society. 

Thereupon,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  this  communication  be  embodied  in  the 
printed  minutes,  and  that  said  society  be  and  hereby  is  com- 
mended to  the  synods,  classes  and  congregations  of  the 
church,  with  the  request  that  a  collection  be  taken  for  the 
use  of  the  society  in  the  month  of  September. 

The  following  is  the  communication  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going action : 
To  the  Reverend  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  the  Lord  : — The  under- 
signed would  respectfully  present  to  your  reverend  body  the 
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following  statement,  and  call  your  prayerful  consideration  to 
the  nature  and  needs  of  "The  Society  for  tlie  Ilelief  of  Minis- 
ters and  their  Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States." 

This,  the  oldest  charitable  institution  of  our  church,  was 
organized  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.,  and  conse- 
quently is  nearly  or  altogether  one  hundred  years  old.  It 
was  chartered  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  about 
twenty  years  later,  in  1810.  The  original  cliarter  limited  the 
benefactions  of  the  Society  to  the  widows  of  such  ministers  as 
were  members  of  the  Society  at  the  time  of  their  death,  and 
confined  the  privilege  of  membership  to  ministers  who  Avere 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  This  char- 
ter was  supplemented  b.y  an  Enabling  Act  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  in  1865.  The  supplemental  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture just  referred  to,  enlarged  the  powers  of  the  Society,  so  as 
to  enable  it  to  receive  as  members  ministers  of  our  church 
who  are  residents  of  any  of  the  other  states  or  territories  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  to  confer  its  benefits  upon  minis- 
ters themselves,  meml)ers  of  the  Society,  in  case  they  need 
relief,  as  well  as  to  their  widows;  and  likewise,  in  special 
cases,  to  the  families  of  deceased  ministers  of  our  church,  who 
may  not  have  been  members  of  the  Society. 

Originally,  the  annual  income  of  the  Society  was  by  the 
charter  limited  to  "the  clear  yearly  value  of  five  hundred 
pounds,"  Pennsylvania  currency ;  now  the  limit  is  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  United  States  currency — a  sum,  it  is  believed,, 
sufficiently  large  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  design  of  the  Society  is  to  assist  ministers'  widows  and 
their  families  when  in  need,  and  also  disabled  and  sui)eranu- 
ated  ministers  themselves,  who  are  members  of  the  society^ 
and  whose  pecuniary  resources  are  inadequate  to  afford  them 
a  living,  when  no  longer  able  to  labor.  Consequently,  the 
Society  can  and  does  now  allbrd  and  grant  lielp  to  three 
classes  of  members  of  the  Eeformed  Church,  to  wit : 

1.  To  tlie  widows  and  families  of  deceased  members  of  the 
Society  who  are  in  straitened  circumstances. 

2.  To  the  widow  and  fannly  of  any  deceased  minister  of 
our  church,  whetlier  he  was  ever  a  member  of  the  Society  or 
not,  if  really  needing  assistance. 

8.     To  disabled  ministers  themselves,  who  are  members  of 
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the  Society,  and  require  pecuniary  aid.  At  the  present  time 
the  Society  is  extending  help  to  individuals  belonging  to  all 
three  of  these  classes  or  divisions  of  annuitants.  Nearly  one- 
half  of  the  widows  of  ministers  receiving  aid,  are  the  widows 
of  ministers  that  did  not  hold  membership  in  the  Society  in 
their  life-tirne,  so  that  the  benefactions  of  the  Society  are  not 
restricted  to  the  members  of  the  Society.  A  number  of 
widows,  whose  husbands  were  life-members,  are  not  on  our 
roll  or  list  of  pensioners  or  annuitants,  because  their  circum- 
stances in  life  fortunately  do  not  render  it  necessary  for  them 
to  be  such.  In  order  for  anyone  to  receive  aid,  it  is  necessary 
to  be  in  actual  need.  The  Society,  in  asking  to  afford  help, 
knows  neither  English  or  German,  east  or  west,  north  or 
south,  in  our  church  relationship. 

The  Society  is  composed  of  two  classes  of  members,  name- 
ly, annual  contributing  members,  and  life-members.  By  the 
payment  of  an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  thereafter 
annually  of  three  dollars,  a  minister  of  our  church  becomes  a 
contributing  member.  A  minister  is  made  a  life-memher  by 
the  payment  of  sixty-five  dollars.  This  amount  may  be  paid 
at  one  time  or  in  several  installments,  as  may  best  suit  the 
individual's  convenience.  Let  it,  however,  be  remembered, 
that  the  widows  and  families  of  life-members  have  no  prior- 
ity over  those  of  the  other  class,  as  far  as  receiving  aid  from 
the  Society  is  concerned. 

The  sources  of  the  Society's  income  are :  1.  The  interest 
accruing  from  the  invested  funds.  2.  Moneys  paid  into  the 
treasury  in  the  way  of  fees.  3.  Gifts  from  individuals,  and 
collections  taken  up  in  their  congregations  by  pastors.  And 
4.  Legacies.  The  main  reliance  of  the  Society  has  been  the 
invested  funds,  and  the  collections  especially  lifted  in  the 
churches  from  year  to  year.  If  these  last  were  only  general 
throughout  the  entire  Reformed  Church,  the  Society  could 
respond  favorably  to  all  proper  demands  for  assistance. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  help  is  annually  increasing, 
as  our  branch  of  the  Church  Catholic  grows  numerically. 
This  increase  of  applications  has  been  more  rapid  of  late 
years  than  has  been  the  increase  of  our  funds,  available  for 
the  purpose,  so  that  the  Society  is  compelled  reluctantly  to 
refuse   heli)  in  cases   that  have  been  altogether  deserving, 
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inasmuch  as  the  f'uiuls  have  not  been  supplied  by  the  pastors 
of  the  church  and  the  Mends  of  the  cause. 

The  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society  is  without 
expense.  Althougli  the  treasurer  has  given  heavy  bond  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of  the  oliice,  he  receives 
no  salary  or  comijensation  whatever,  for  his  services  as  treas- 
urer. 

It  is  sometimes  cliarged  that  the  amount  annually  paid  to 
worthy  annuitants  is  comparatively  small,  and  ought  to  be 
much  larger.  But  whose  fault  is  it  that  such  happens  to  be 
the  casei'  Certainlj"  not  the  society's,  because  it  can  only 
distribute  what  it  has  first  received.  It  is  freely  acknowledged 
that  the  amounts  paid  hitherto  by  the  Society,  although  as 
large  as  the  available  funds  warranted,  have  been  inadequate 
in  many  cases,  and  were  shamefully  small ;  not  more  than 
fifty  dollars  in  any  case  for  the  year,  and  in  numerous  in- 
stances even  considerably  less  than  the  sum  just  named. 

It  is  a  sad  and  painful  truth,  that  there  is  not  a  denomina- 
tion in  this  wide  land  of  ours,  of  anything  like  the  numerical 
strength  and  financial  ability  of  the  Reformed  Church  that 
makes  such  a  miserable  and  niggardly  provision  for  its  worn- 
out  and  disabled  ministry,  who  are  poor  and  without  the 
means  to  live,  and  the  dependent  widows  and  children  of 
deceased  ministers. 

In  conclusion,  we  plead  not  for  large  invested  funds  for  the 
Society,  the  interest  of  which  may  go  annually  to  the  relief 
of  destitute  ministers  who  are  no  longer  able  to  labor  in  the 
Lord's  vineyard,  knowing  as  we  do,  that  invested  funds  have 
often  been  lost  by  unfaithful  stewards  or  otherwise,  and 
believing  that  the  coming  generation  in  our  church  will  be 
abundantly  able  and  quite  competent  to  provide  for  and  take 
care  of  its  own  poor  and  destitute  ministers  and  their  fami- 
lies, but  we  do  humbly  implore  and  beg  for  funds  to  supply 
the  wants  of  those  who  are  still  with  us,  and  who  now  need 
and  claim  our  succor  and  help,  and,  if  not  now  assisted  in 
their  straitened  circumstances,  will  soon  be  in  their  graves, 
and  so  be  beyond  our  feeble  assistance. 

Twenty-five  copies  of  the  Charter,  Enabling  Act,  and  By- 
Laws  of  the  Society  recently  published  in  neat  pamphlet 
form,  will  be  mailed  together  with  this  communication,  for 
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distribution  to  such  as  may  desire  them.     The  charter  rights 
and  privileges,  it  will  be  observed,  are  large  and  liberal. 

Finally,  it  is  suggested  that  the  General  Synod  order  col- 
lections to  be  lifted  in  all  congregations  of  our  church  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  Society,  during  next  September,  or  at  an 
earlier  date,  as  your  reverend  body  shall  deem  best,  so  that  the 
Lord's  poor,  disabled  and  destitute  in  our  ministerial  ranks, 
as  well  as  also  the  needy  widows  and  families  of  such  as  have 
been  called  hence,  may  be  mercifully  succored. 

In  Ijehalf  of  the  Society  and  the  Lord's  suffering  poor,  I 
remain.  Yours  fraternally  in  Christ, 

WM.  M.  DEATRIOK,  President. 

Mekcersburg,  Pa.,  June  1,  1887. 


ARTICLE  XV. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Ohio  Synod, 
during  the  evening  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  4 
that  said  synod  overtured  the  General  Synod,  1,)  To  create  a 
Board  of  Sunday-schools  of  the  General  Synod,  and  2,)  That 
Sunday-school  helps  and  services  be  provided  for  use  in  our 
Sunday-schools  throughout  the  entire  Reformed  Church. 
The  subject  matter  of  this  whole  item  was  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Calvin  S.  Gerhard,  Samuel 
Z.  Beam,  Charles  F.  Kriete,  and  Elders  John  R.  Wetherell 
and  Goldsborough  S.  Griffith. 

This  committee,  during  the  evening  session  on  Tuesday, 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  as  slightly 
amended  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of  this 
synod  on  the  overture  of  the  Ohio  Synod,  calling  first  for  the 
creation  of  a  General  Sunday-school  Board,  and  secondly 
that  Sunday-school  helps  and  services  be  provided  for  use  in 
our  Sunday-schools  throughout  the  entire  Reformed  Church, 
respectfully  report : 

I.     As  to  the  first  item : 

1.  That  a  General  Sunday-school  Board  be  created  by  the 
General  Synod,  consisting  of  ten  members,  two  from  each  of 
the  three  largest  synods,  viz :  the  Synod  in  the  United  States, 
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the  Synod  of  ()liio   and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  one 
from  each  of  the  remaining  three  synods. 

2.  That  the  following  named  persons  constitute  said  board 
nntil  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Synod,  at  which  time 
the  board  shall  be  elected  by  ballot :  Revs.  Calvin  S.  Ger- 
liard*,  James  I.  Good,  Dr.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  Coni'ad  Clever, 
David  B.  Lady,  Edwin  R.  Williard,  Alplieus  E.  Baichly,  Au- 
gustus E.  F.  Schade,  Charles  F.  Kriete  and  Abr.  Emil  Dahl- 
man. 

3.  That  this  board  shall  have  the  general  supervision  and 
management  of  the  Sunday-school  interests  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

II.    As  to  the  second  item  we  recommend: 

1.  That  this  board  be  instructed  to  prepare  annually  a 
Christmas  Day  service  and  a  Children's  Day  service  in  the 
English  and  the  German  language. 

2.  That  the  district  synods  take  such  action  as  will  enable 
the  General  Board  to  issue  for  the  use  of  the  whole  church, 
an  Instructor  for  teachers.  Lesson  Helps  for  schools,  and  Sun- 
day-school papers,  in  English  and  German,  without  however, 
requiring  that  the  one  shall  be  a  translation  of  the  other;  the 
benefits  of  the  publications  to  be  distributed  among  the  pub- 
lication houses,  by  having  the  publications  issued  from  each 
of  them  as  at  present. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CALVIN  S.  GERHARD, 
SAMUEL  Z.  BEAM, 
CHARLES  F.  KRIETE, 
JOHN  R.  WETHERELL, 
GOLDSBORO.  S.  GRIFFITH. 

Committee. 


On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted : 
Resolved^!  That  we  recognize  in  the  several  State  Sunday- 
school  Associations,  and  in  the  International  Sunday-school 
Association,  institutions  of  great  benefit  to  the  general  Sun- 
day-school cause,  and  we  hereby  recommend  to  our  pastors, 
churches  and  Sunday-school  workers  to  avail  themselves  of 
proper  representation  in  the  meetings  of  these  associations, 

*He  was  appointed  by  action  of  General  Synod. 
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believing  that  they  will   obtain   new  inspiration    and  find 
greater  stimulus  in  attending  these  meetings. 


During  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  it  was,  on  motion, 
Resolved.    That  this   General    Synod,   through  its    stated 
clerk,  send  by  telegram  its  fraternal  greeting  to  the  Interna- 
tional  Sunday-school  Convention  now  in  session  at  Chicago. 
Accordingly  the  following  telegram  was  sent : 
"To  the  International  Sunday-school  Convention,  Battery  D  Armory, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed   Church  in  the  United  States- 
sends  greeting,  with  Hebrews  1.3  :  20,  21. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Staled  Clerk. 
Akron,  Ohio,  June  3,  1887." 


childken's  day  established. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  in  the 
United  States,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Thursday,  re- 
ported in  item  5  that  said  synod  overtured  General  Synod  to 
set  apart  the  third  Sunday  in  Jnne  as  Children's  Day  to  be 
observed  by  the  whole  church. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Ohio  Synod, 
during  the  evening  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  3 
that  said  synod  overtured  General  Synod  to  establish  a  Chil- 
dren's Day  for  the  entire  church,  and  suggested  the  first  Sun- 
day, or  first  two  Sundays,  in  September  as  the  most  suitable 
time  for  such  services. 

These  items  were  adopted,  and  the  overtures  were  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
synod,  namely : 
Rev.  Harry  M.  Kieffer,  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

"    George  H.  Souder,      "       "  Ohio. 

"    Dr.  Herman  A.  Muehlmeier,  Synod  of  the  Northwest. 
Elder  William  E.  Schmertz,  Synod  of  Pittsburgli. 

"      Peter  W.  Shafer,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

"      John  Berge,  German  Synod  of  East. 
Rev.  John  G.  Kuhl,  Central  Synod. 

This  committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  request  of  the 
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Synod  of  the  United  States  for  the  appointment  of  a  Sunday 
in  the  month  of  June  as  "-Children's  Day,'"  and  a  similar 
request  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio  for  the  appointment  of  a  day  in 
the  month  ol"  September  for  the  same  i)urpose,  begs  leave  to 
report : 

That  after  due  consultation  and  consideration  we  are  of  the 
belief  that  the  same  Sunday  can  not  well  be  fixed  upon  as 
"Children's  Day"  for  the  church  both  East  and  West  without 
more  or  less  disadvantage  to  one  section  or  the  other,  we 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolutions  for  your  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  the  second  Sunday  in  June  and  the  second 
Sunday  in  September  be  appointed  Children's  Days,  and  that 
our  pastors  and  congregations  be  requested  through  their 
respective  classes,  to  observe  one  or  the  other  of  these  days 
according  to  their  preference. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sunday-school  Board  created  ]\v  this 
Synod  be  requested  to  take  this  sul)ject  of  Children's  Day 
under  its  supervision.  H.  M.  KIEFFER,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XYI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  English  Class- 
es, during  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  reported  in  item  8 
that  an  appeal  was  taken  by  Miami  Classis  from  a  certain  ac- 
tion of  the  Ohio  Synod  to  the  General  Synod,  and  that  Revs. 
Dr.  L  H.  Reiter,  D.  R.  Taylor  and  J.  B.  Henry  were  appoint- 
ed as  counsel  to  defend  said  classis  l)efore  the  General  Synod. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  appeal,  together  wilh  llic  pniicrs  relat- 
ing thereto,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  examine 
whether  it  is  in  order,  and  if  found  in  order  to  report  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  considered  before  this  body. 

The  committee,  as  appointed,  consists  of  Revs.  Jonathan 
E.  Hiester,  D.  D.,  .John    W.  Pontius,  Thomas  ¥.  Stautler  and 
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Elders  Wm.  W.  Sweisfort  and  Wm.  H.  Seibert.  This  com- 
mittee, during  the  morning  session  on  Wednesday,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  on  the  Appeal  of  Miami  Classis  against 
Ohio  kSynod  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

1.  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  official  docu- 
ments which  have  been  placed  in  their  hands  and  find  that 
the  appeal  is  regular  and  in  order. 

2.  We  recommend  that  this  case  of  appeal  be  heard  to- 
morrow morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

3.  That  the  following  order  for  hearing  be  adopted : 
a.)     That  twenty  minutes  be  allowed  the  api3ellant. 
h.)     That  twenty  minutes  be  allowed  the  appellee. 

c.  That  ten  minutes  be  granted  to  the  appellant  to  reply 
to  the  appellee. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JONATHAN  E.  HIESTER, 

Chairma7i. 

At  the  time  proposed  in  the  report,  the  appeal  was  taken 
up  and  considered.  The  papers  in  the  case  were  read.  The 
appellant  (Miami  Classis)  was  heard  through  its  counsel, 
Revs.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  J.  B.  Henry  and  Elder  C.  M.  Boush; 
and  the  appellee  (the  Ohio  Synod)  was  heard  in  reply  by  its 
counsel.  Revs.  G.  W.  Williard,  S.  B.  Yockey  and  J.  M.  Ken- 
dig.  The  General  Synod  then  proceeded  to  vote  in  the  case 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  appeal  was  sustained  by  79  yeas  to 
10  nays,  3  non-liquits  and  4  were  excused  from  voting,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas.  Ministers.— R.  M.  IviefFer,  T.  O.  Stem,  Dr.  J.  E. 
Hiester,  Dr.  F.  W.  Kremer,  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  J.  P.  Stein,  J. 
A.  Peters,  W.  G.  Engle,  S.  S.  Kohler,  W.  A.  Haas,  Z.  A.  Year- 
ick,  Dr.  A.  B.  Koplin,  B.  B.  Ferer,  N.  S.  Strassburger,  H.  A. 
Keyser,  Dr.  H.  H.  W.  Hibshman,  D.  S.  Fouse,  A.  K.  Zartman, 
T.  F.  Stauffer,  R.  L.  Gerhart,  C.  F.  Kriete,  Dr.  H.  A.  Muehl- 
meier,  P.  Joerris,  G.  Loos,  C.  Baum,  A.  E.  Truxal,  S.  Z.  Beam, 
J.  M.  Schick,  J.  M.  Evans,  H.  D.  Darbaker,  Dr.  I.  S.  Weisz, 
F.  F.  Bahner,  C.  Cort,  Dr.  S.  N.  Callender,  B.  R.  Carnahan, 
Dr.  G.  W.  Welker,  J.  C.  Bowman,  D.  N.  Dittmar,  J.  M.  Mick- 
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ly,  F.  A.  Rupley,  J.  F.  Busche,  M.  Heinze,  Dr.  N.  Gehr,  M. 
Bachmaii,  H.  Nau,  Dr.  J.  Dahlman,  F.  Stras8iier,  J.  Bachman, 
J.  G.  Kuhl. 

Elders.—^.  B.  Shuey,  L.  J.  Groh,  H.  C.  Hoover,  W.  W. 
Sweisibrt,  A.  Schwenk,  W.  H.  Seibert,  S.  Cooper,  J.  Ross- 
man,  J.  T.  Reber,  D.  Shepp,  P.  Herbruck,  R.  Bell,  J.  R. 
Wetlierell,  J.  H.  Brown,  H.  Preefer,  W.  Stienecker,  P.  J. 
Shoemaker,  H.  H.  Grady,  B.  Seitz,  P.  W.  Slialer,  F.  A.  Daihl, 
H.  Lady,  J.  A.  Mowry,  G.  M.  Ehrlen,  C.  Roth,  J.  S.  Zimmer- 
man, J.  G.  Raiser,  E.  Gerkins,  J.  Kling  and  Henry  Schroer. — 
79. 

Nays.  Ministers. — O.  H.  Strunck,  F.  J.  Sauerber,  Dr.  W. 
Rupp,  E.  N.  Ivremer,  J.  H.  Stepler,  P.  Ruhl. 

Elders. — D.  Keller,  W.  Dice,  R.  Boerger,  and  J.  Berge. — 10. 

NoN-LiQUiTS.  Ministers. — J.  B.  Shontz,  Dr.  P.  Greding 
and  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik. — 3. 

Excused  from  voting.  Ministers. — Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberg- 
er.  Dr.  G.  Wolff".  Elders.— iV.  H.  Banghman  and  C.  M 
Boush. — 4. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  after- 
noon session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  14,  «,)  that  Rev. 
Wm.  Hansen  asked  General  Synod  to  take  his  complaint 
against  the  Reformirte  KirchemeitiLng  and  the  Synod  of  the 
Northwest  from  the  table,  and  do  him  justice  ;  5,)  that  he  re- 
ports the  founding  of  a  home  for  orphans  and  for  the  aged, 
and  recommends  them  to  the  attention  of  General  Synod; 
and  c,)  by-laws  of  the  association  managing  the  same.  This 
item,  including  all  the  sub-items,  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Nicholas  Gehr,  Charles  F. 
Kriete  and  Elder  John  Berge.  This  committee,  during  the 
afternoon  session  on  AVednesday,  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received  and  ado]>ted: 
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Your  committee  on  the  complaint  of  Rev.  William  Han- 
sen, beg  leave  to  report,  that  two  letters  from  the  complain- 
ant were  placed  in  their  hands,  the  one  asking  General  Synod 
to  direct  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest  to  take  his  complaint 
from  the  table  and  to  do  him  justice;  but,  as  no  statement  of 
the  comj)laint  itself,  nor  of  the  reasons  of  the  action  of  Syn- 
od of  the  Northwest  were  received,  your  committee  is  not 
able  to  form  a  correct  opinion,  nor  to  propose  any  action  in 
regard  to  this  point. 

From  the  second  letter  it  appears  that  the  Rev.  William 
Hansen  and  a  number  of  his  friends  have  several  years  ago 
founded  an  Orphans'  Home,  also  a  Home  for  Aged  Persons, 
which  institutions  are  maintained  by  contributions  of  private 
individuals,  and  deeded  to  the  Reformed  Church  forever.  In 
reference  to  this  item  your  committee  recommend  the  follow- 
ing action,  to  wit : 

Resolved^  That  this  synod  rejoices  over  the  fact  that  the 
spirit  of  benevolence  and  efforts  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  suffering  humanity  are  steadily  increasing  in  our 
midst,  and  that  we  invoke  on  the  Orphans'  Home  and  Home 
for  Aged  Persons,  established  by  our  people  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  God's  blessing  and  wish  it  continued  prosperity. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

NICHOLAS  GEHR, 
Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

REPORT   or   COMMITTEP]    ON   REVISION   OF   CONSTITUTION, 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Sjniod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  10 
that  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  revision  of  the  consti- 
tution or  organic  law  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  to  the  next  triennial  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod. 
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Thereupon  the  committee  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received  and  adoi^ted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Church  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  held  in  Baltimore, 
May,  1884,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  to  wat : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  on  the  constitution  or  organic 
law  of  the  Reformed  Church  be  appointed,  consisting  of 
seven  members,  five  ministers  and  two  elders,  one  member 
from  each  synod,  to  which  shall  be  referred :  1.  The  draft 
of  a  new  constitution,  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  of  1881.  2.  The  deliverance  of  the  classes  on 
the  aforesaid  draft  as  reported  to  this  body.  3.  The  deliver- 
ance of  tlie  several  synods  as  given  in  their  published  pro- 
ceedings, with  instructions  to  consider  the  whole  subject,  and 
report  to  the  next  triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  a 
revision  of  our  organic  law  embodying  as  far  as  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  their  judgment,  the  deliverances  of  the  classes 
and  the  synods. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  Samuel  N.  Callender, 
N.  S.  Strassburger,  Dr.  James  Bossard,  Dr.  Jacob  Dahlman, 
Dr.  John  B.  Kniest,  Elders  Cliristian  M.  Boush,  Escj^.,  and 
Nelson  L.  Brewer,  Esc]. 

Your  committee  held  its  first  meeting  before  leaving  Balti- 
more upon  tlie  occasion  of  its  appointment,  and  formally 
organized  by  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Dr.  S.  N.  Callender, 
Chairman,  and  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Secretary,  and 
adjourned  to  meet  September  9,  1881,  in  Meadville,  Crawford 
County,  Pa. 

Agreeal)ly  to  adjournment  your  committee  met  in  IMead- 
ville.  Pa.,  at  the  date  specified.  It  found  in  its  hands  the 
documents  and  deliverances  of  classes  and  the  synods,  placed 
tliere  by  the  action  of  the  General  Synod.  There  were  in 
attendance  five  members  of  the  committee,  who  with  prayer 
for  divine  guidance,  entered  upon  the  labors  committed  to  its 
hands.  After  familiarizing  itself  with  the  instructions  given 
it,  and  calling  to  its  aid  such  helps  as  the  late  action  of  other 
branches  of  the  church  of  Christ  afforded,  for  four  days  and 
evenings,  the  committee  in  the  use  of  its  most  earnest  and 
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solemn  endeavors,  sought   to  accomplish  its  work  upon  the 
lines  and  in  the  spirit  indicated  by  this  reverend  body. 

Agreeably  to  tlie  call  of  the  chairman,  a  third  meeting  was 
held  in  Akron,  Ohio,  August  4,  1885,  which  continued  its 
sessions  for  one  week.  During  this  third  meeting  all  the 
members  of  the  committee  took  earnest  part,  except  Rev.  Dr. 
Jas.  Bossard,  who,  in  the  interval  between  the  last  two  meet- 
ings, it  pleased  the  Father  in  heaven  to  call  to  himself  by 
death.  Your  committee  proceeded  to  revise  the  portion  of 
of  the  constitution  not  yet  passed  over.  After  it  had  passed 
over  the  whole,  it  betook  itself  to  the  re-revision  of  the  part 
passed  over  at  the  Meadville  meeting,  and  also  in  a  general 
way  the  work  done  at  the  earlier  days  of  the  Akron  meeting. 

Your  committee  felt  itself  happy  in  having  such  clear 
instructions  from  this  body,  so  tliat  it  was  enabled  to  do  its 
work  with  a  delightful  measure  of  concord  and  unanimity. 
The  committee  was  aware  of  the  desire  of  the  whole  church 
for  the  consummation  of  this  revision  after  which  it  had  been 
laboring  for  the  last  several  years,  and  it  sought  in  the  use  of 
all  the  resources  at  its  command,  with  earnest  prayer  and 
careful  consideration,  to  spare  no  pains  to  reach  the  desired 
end.  Your  committee  now  begs  to  submit  to  your  reverend 
body  the  result  of  its  care  and  labor,  in  the  hope,  that  while 
not  free  from  imperfections,  it  may  be  found  to  be  of  such 
character  as  will  secure  your  favorable  consideration  and 
approval. 

At  the  meeting  at  Akron,  after  the  revision  liad  been  com- 
pleted, a  sub-committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Revs.  Kniest, 
Dahlman,  and  Elder  Boush,  was  appointed  to  translate  the 
revision  into  the  German  language,  and  to  have  it  published 
for  the  use  of  this  body.  The  secretary  of  the  committee  was 
directed  to  have  it  published  in  the  English  language,  and 
these  printed  copies  are  herewith  submitted  to  the  disposition 
of  your  body. 

Before  adjournment,  the  committee  resolved  to  meet  finally 
in  AkrOn,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  this  General 
Synod. 

All  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  other  charges  incident  to  printing,  translating,  post- 
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age,  (fee,  were  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  General  Synod,  except 

the  bill  for  printing  the  German  copies,  amounting  to  $-1:6.83, 
and  the  secretary's  expenses  to  the  present  meeting,  together 
with  expressage,  (Src,  amounting  to  $28.14:,  which  are  hereby 
presented.  Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  CALLENDER, 
N.  S.  STRASSBURGER, 
JACOB  DAHLMAN, 
J.  B.  KNIEST, 
0.  M.  BOUSH, 
N.  L.  BREWER. 

Committee. 
Along  with  the  foregoing  report,  printed  copies  of  the 
revised  constitution  in  pamphlet  form,  both  in  the  English 
and  the  German  language,  were  distributed  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Synod,  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  for  personal 
examination. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  constitution 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning  at  ten 
o'clock,  Init  when  that  time  arrived,  in  order  to  make  room 
lor  the  transaction  of  other  business,  it  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present.  Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  afternoon 
session  on  Monday,  it  was  taken  u})  for  consideration.  After 
some  discussion,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved.^  That  the  proposed  new  constitution  be  referred 

to  a  committee  consisting  of  two  members  from  each  district 

synod,  and  that  they  report  to  this  synod  by  Tuesday  evening. 

The  committee  as  appointed  is  thus  constituted: 

Synod  of  0/iio:—Rey.  II.  11.  W.  Hibshman,  D.  D.,  Elder 

Benjamin  Kuhns. 

Synod  in  the  United  States: — Rev.  David  Van  Home,  D. 
D.,  Elder  William  Keller. 

Synod  of  the  Northwest: — Rev.  Herman  A.  Muehlmeier, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Henry  M.  Gersman. 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh: — Rev.  Albert  E.  Truxal,  Elder  Wil- 
liam R.  Barnhart. 

Synod  of  the  Potomac: — Rev.  Gyrus  CVjrt,  Rev.  J.  Marion 
Micklv. 
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German  Synod  of  the  East: — Rev.  Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Marcus  Bachman. 

Central  Synod: — Rev.  John  Bachman,  Elder  John  Kling. 

This  committee,  at  the  appointed  time,  submitted  their  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  as  amended  adopted : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  consti- 
tution of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  submit 
the  following: 

Your  committee  realized  the  important  and  responsible 
work  assigned  them,  and  prayerfully  entered  upon  the  same, 
resolved  to  consider  the  whole  constitution  article  by  article, 
and  to  make  as  few  verbal  changes  as  possible. 

A  free  and  unrestrained  expression  of  opinion  was  given 
by  each  member  upon  every  article  to  which  the  least  objec- 
tion was  raised.  In  truth  as  careful  consideration  was  given 
to  the  whole  subject  as  the  time  allotted  us  permitted. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  with  great  unanimity  we 
agreed  upon  the  amendments  which  we  i)ropose,  effecting 
only  eighteen  articles,  of  which  the  following  is  the  list : 

In  Article  5,  third  line  from  bottom,  substitute  constant  for 
regular;  and  in  the  next  line  after  the  word  shall^  strike  out 
at  least  once  a  year  and  subsititute  regularly. 

In  Article  12,  at  the  end  of  the  first  sentence,  strike  out  or 
congregations;  and  add  to  the  article  alter  the  word  com- 
pleted the  following :  "And  if  a  congregation  shall  withdraw 
from  connection  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  the  official  character  of  its  consistory  and  trustees  shall 
immediately  cease  and  the  classis  to  which  it  belonged  shall 
succeed  to  all  the  rights,  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  trus- 
tees, touching  the  property  real  and  personal. 

In  Article  17  in  the  fourth  line  after  the  word  classis  insert, 
or  its  executive  committee.  Strike  out  all  after  the  word  any 
in  the  third  line  from  the  end  and  substitute :  "Classis  refuse 
to  confirm  a  call  unless  there  be  strong  reasons  for  so  doing." 

In  Article  20,  make  the  first  sentence  read  as  follows :  "A 
minister  shall  not  officiate  in  the  charge  of  another  pastor 
without  his  consent." 

In  Article  27  in  second  line  strike  out  after  the  words  elect- 
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ed  to  a  professorship^  and  insert  «7ic?  inaugurated  as  a  profes- 
sor; and  at  the  end  6i  the  article  strike  out  tlie  words  and 
duly  inaugurated. 

In  Article  28,  strike  out  all  after  tlie  word  customs  in  the 
fiftli  line  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph.  In  the  second  para- 
graph, second  line,  strike  out  the  word  synods  and  insert 
"  body  of  recognized  ministers  or  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States."  And  at  the  end  of  the  article 
insert  "No  theological  seminary  shall  henceforth  be  estab- 
lished except  by  the  authority  of  synod  or  synods." 

In  Article  20  in  third  line  strike  out  the  word  synods  and 
insert  body. 

In  Article  32  substitute  the  word  body  in  place  of  the  word 
synods  in  the  fourth  and  sixth  line  from  the  end  of  the  arti- 
cle. 

In  Article  33  substitute  the  word  body  for  the  word  synods 
in  the  sixth  line,  and  in  the  third  line  from  the  end  after  the 
word  visitors  insert  or  other  proper  oiRcers. 

In  Article  39  at  the  end  of  the  second  line  insert  in  paren- 
thesis (see  Acts  6 : 1-6  and  I.  Tim.  3 :  8-13.) 

In  Article  51  next  to  last  line  substitute  and  for  or. 

In  Article  81  in  second  line  substitute  two  for  three. 

In  Article  92  add  to  the  end  of  it :  "•  Subject  to  charter  reg- 
ulations. 

Change  Article  94  to  read  as  follows:  "Each  synod  sliall 
give  every  necessary  attention  to  the  education  of  pious  young 
men  for  the  Gospel  ministry,  to  the  cause  of  church  exten- 
sion, and  missions,  both  in  the  home  and  foreign  field.  Its 
missionary  operations  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  con- 
trol of  the  boards  of  General  Synod." 

In  Article  114  at  the  end  of  the  first  sentence  add,  or  insti- 
tution. 

In  Article  123,  after  the  word  member  in  the  second  line 
insert  of  the  Christian  Church. 

In  Article  125,  in  the  third  line,  after  the  word  doctrin,e  in- 
sert, "give  evidence  of  true  repentance  and  faith." 

In  Article  133,  in  the  fourth  line,  alter  the  word  them  strike 
out  in  their  lives.,  and  insert  "  manifesting  a  purpose  to  lead  a 
l)ious  life." 
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We  submit  the  following  action  for  adoption : 
Resolved^  That  the  constitution   be   amended  as  proposed 
by  your  committee. 

Resolved^  That  the  constitution  as  amended  be  approved 
by  this  General  Synod,  and  be  sent  to  the  classes  for  approval 
or  rejection. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  H.  W.  HIBSHMAN, 
DAVID  VAN  HORNE, 
H.  A.  MUEHLMEIER, 
H.  M.  GERSMAN, 

A.  E.  TRUXAL, 
CYRUS  CORT, 
J.  M.  MICKLY. 
N.  GEHR, 

M.  BACHMAN, 
J.  BAOHMAN, 
WM.  KELLER, 

B.  KUHNS, 

W.  R.  BARNHART, 
JOHN  KLING. 

Committee. 
On  motion. 

Resolved.,  That  this  constitution,  as  now  revised  and 
amended,  be  and  hereby  is  approved  by  this  General  Synod, 
and  referred  to  the  classes  for  their  approval  or  rejection. 

Resolved.,  That  it  be  printed  in  full  in  the  Minutes  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  (being  as  follows): 


CONSTITUTION 


The  Reformed  Church 


UNITED  STATES. 


P'or  (he  maintenance  of  truth  and  order  in  accordance  with 
the  Word  of  God,  the  Reformed  Church  in  tlie  United  States 
ordains  this  Constitution  to  be  her  fundamental  hux  for  govern- 
ment, doctrine  and  cultus,  and  dechires  the  same  to  have  bind- 
ing autliority  on  all  her  members,  congregations  and  courts. 

MEMBERS. 


Aktui.k  1.  All  baptized  persons  are  members  of  the 
church,  under  its  care  and  subject  to  its  government  and 
discipline. 

Article  2.  Persons  received  into  the  communion  of 
the  church  by  confirmation  or  on  certificate,  and  not 
afterwards  excluded  from  the  Lord's  Supper,  are  to  be 
regarded  as  communicant  members.  They  are  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  church,  and  can 
be  deprived  of  the  same  only  by  due  process  of  disci- 
pline. 

Aktici-k  3.  Members  of  other  l)ranchos  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  in  good  and  regular  standing,  may  be  re- 
ceived into  the  membership  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
on  certificate  of  dismission.  If,  however,  such  a  certifi- 
cate cannot  be  procured,  no  moral  impediment  existing, 
they  may  be  received  by  a  renewal  of  their  profession. 
This  does  not  preclude  the  Spiritual  Council  from  decid- 
ing in  either  case,  whether  they  shall,  or  shall  not  be 
instructed  in  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  Christian 
religion,  as  set  forth  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 


Members. 


Comnmnicant 
members. 


Who  may  join  the 
congregation. 
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Members  remov- 
ing to  obtain  cer- 
tificate of  dis- 
mission. 


Dismission  of  an 
Elder  or  a  Dea- 
con. 

Duties  of  mem- 
bers. 


Article  4.  Members  removing  from  one  congrega- 
tion to  another  shall  obtain  a  certificate  of  dismission, 
and  at  the  first  opportunity,  unite  with  the  congregation 
into  whose  bounds  they  have  moved.  The  Spiritual 
Council  dismissing  them  shall  immediately  communi- 
cate the  fact  to  the  congregation  to  which  they  have 
been  dismissed.  Such  certificate  is  valid  only  for  one 
year  from  its  date.  Members  dismissed  are  amenable 
to  the  congregation  dismissing  them,  until  they  are  re- 
ceived by  another  congregation  ;  due  notice  of  their  re- 
ception shall  immediately  be  given.  The  dismission  of 
an  elder  or  a  deacon,  terminates  his  active  service  in 
the  congregation. 

Article  5.  It  is  the  duty  of  church  members  to  lead 
godly  lives,  to  be  watchful  that  their  own  infirmities 
bring  no  dishonor  upon  the  Church  of  Christ,  to  be  ac- 
tive in  the  extension  of  the  church,  to  endeavor  to  bring 
others  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  to  give  special  heed 
to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  members  of  their  own 
families,  and  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord,  bring  them  to,  or  retain  them  in,  the  church. 

They  shall  obey  the  laws  and  rules  of  life  prescribed 
in  the  Word  of  God  and  the  constitution  and  enactments 
of  the  church,  and  shall  in  the  measure  as  the  Lord  has 
blessed  them  assist  the  church  by  appropriating  a  suffi- 
cient portion  of  the  means  the  Lord  intrusted  to  them, 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel  and  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 
Every  member  shall  be  a  constant  worshiper  at  home, 
and  in  the  house  of  God,  and  those  confirmed  shall  reg- 
ularly partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 


A  congregation. 


How  constituted. 


CONGREGATIONS. 

Article  6.  A  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church 
is  a  body  of  Christian  people  receiving  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism  as  its  standard  of  faith  and  doctrine,  and  or- 
ganized agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Church. 

Article  7.  Whenever  a  congregation  is  to  be  consti- 
tuted, the  church  members,  who  are  willing  to  enter  into 
such  organization,  shall  sign  the  following  memorial  ad- 
dressed to  classis. 

"  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  affixed,  desiring  to 
enjoy  the  holy  ordinances  of  the   Christian  Church,  do 

hereby  petition  the  Classis  of  ■ to  constitute 

us  a  congregation  under  the  name  of 


congregation  in  the  township  (town  or  city)  of- 


county  of 


and  State  of 


and  declare 
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our  readiness  to  be  jj;overned  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  tlie  United  States. 

{Dale.)  [Signed.] 

If  the  proposed  organization  be  approved,  classis  shall 
appoint  a  committee  to  constitute  the  congregation, 
superintend  the  election  for  elders  and  deacons,  and  in- 
duct them  into  office.  Aftec  the  acts  thus  authorized 
shall  have  been  performed,  and  then  ajjproved  by  clas- 
sis,  or  its  executive  committee,  the  organization  is  a  reg- 
uUir  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Uniied 
States. 

Akticlk  8.  Every  congregation  immediately  after  its 
organization  shall  procure  a  charter,  which  shall  consti- 
tute the  Consistory  the  Board  of  Trustees.  A  copy  of 
the  proposed  charter  shall  be  submitted  to  classis  for 
approval,  before  application  is  made  to  the  civil  au- 
thority. 

Ahtici.ic  9.  Every  congregation  shall  adopt  a  consti- 
tution for  itself,  defining  the  rights  and  duties  of  mem- 
bers and  officers,  which,  however,  shall  be  in  accordance 
with  its  charter  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

AiiTRi.E  10.  A  congregation  belonging  to  a  pastoral 
charge  shall  not  withdraw  therefrom,  without  the  con- 
sent of  classis.  The  common  interests  of  the  congre- 
gations constituting  a  charge  are  committed  to  a  Joint 
Conxistory,  composed  of  the  members  of  the  consistories 
of  the  several  congregations. 

Akticm-:  11.  To  the  Trustees  are  committed  the  care 
and  control  of  the  property  of  the  congregation,  whether 
real  or  movable,  moneys  or  legacies.  They  are  to  hold 
the  property  as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  congregation ; 
keep  the  edifice  in  proper  repair,  and  not  allow  it  to  be 
used  for  secular  or  improper  purposes.  In  matters  of  a 
general  nature,  such  as  the  purchasing,  or  selling  of 
property,  the  borrowing  of  money,  and  remodelling,  or 
erection  of  buildings,  the  Board  of  Trustees  can  deter- 
mine nothing  finally,  but  to  give  their  acts  binding 
force,  they  must  have  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  assembled  at  a  meetii>g  called  for  the  purpose, 
of  which  at  least  two  weeks'  previous  notice  shall  have 
been  given  from  the  puljiit. 

Akticle  12.  If  a  congregation  becomes  extinct,  the 
classis  with  which  it  was  connected  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  its  members,  and  transfer  them  to  another 
congregation.  It  shall,  also,  determine  any  case  of  dis- 
cipline begun    l)y    its    Sinritual    Comicil    and   not   corn- 


Shall   procure  a 
charter. 


Adopt  a  constitu- 
tion. 


Not  withdraw  from 
pastoral  charge. 


Trustees,  their 
rights  and  du- 
ties. 


Members  of  ex- 
tinct congrega- 
tions. 
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Doctrine   estab- 
lished. 


Catechism. 


Church  offices. 


Ministers,  who  are. 


Call  of  a  Minister. 


Confirmation  by 
Classis. 

Records  and 
Church  Register, 
what  to  contain. 


pleted.  And  if  a  congregation  shall  withdraw  from 
connection  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  the  official  character  of  its  consistory  and  trustees 
shall  immediately  cease,  and  the  classis  to  which  it  be- 
longed shall  succeed  to  all  the  rights,  powers  and  pre- 
rogatives of  the  trustees  touching  the  property,  real  and 
personal. 

DOCTRINE. 

Article  13.  The  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  the 
New  Testaments,  which  are  called  canonical,  being  rec- 
ognized as  genuine  and  inspired,  are  received  as  the 
true  and  proper  Word  of  God,  and  the  ultimate  rule  and 
measure  of  the  whole  Christian  faith  and  doctrine. 

Article  14.  The  Heidelberg  Catechism  is  the  only 
book  received  as  an  authoritative  expression  of  the 
truths  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  acknowledged 
to  be  the  standard  of  doctrine  in  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States. 

CHURCH  OFFICES. 

Article  15.  The  offices  of  the  Reformed  Church 
are : 

(1)  The  office  of  Minister  of  the  Word. 

(2)  The  office  of  Professor  of  Theology. 

(3)  The  office  of  Elder. 

(4)  The  office  of  Deacon. 

MINISTERS  OF  THE  WORD. 

Article  16.  A  Minister  of  the  Word  is  a  member  of 
the  Church,  called  of  Christ,  and  by  the  laying  on  of 
hands  and  prayer  ordained  and  consecrated  to  the  min- 
istry of  reconciliation,  to  preach  the  gospsl,  dispense  the 
holy  sacraments,  administer  Christian  discipline,  and  to 
be  set  apart  to  the  service  of  Christ  in  his  Church. 

Article  17.  A  minister,  receiving  a  call  from  a 
charge,  shall  before  moving  into  it,  and  before  perform- 
ing any  pastoral  duties  in  it,  present  said  call  together 
with  his  consent  to  accept  it  to  classis  or  its  executive 
committee  for  consideration;  and  if  confirmed,  classis 
^ha\\  provide  for  his  installation.  No  call,  however,  shall 
be  confirmed,  unless  classis  is  satisfied  that  proper  pro- 
vision has  therein  been  made  for  the  support  of  the 
pastor ;  nor  shall  any  classis  refuse  to  confirm  a  call,  un- 
less there  be  strong  reasons  for  so  doing. 

Article  18.  Every  pastor  shall  keep  in  a  book  provid- 
ed for  the  purpose,  which  shall  be  a  part  of  the  records 
of  the  congregation,  a  complete  Church   Register  of  all 
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baptisms,  confirmations,  communicants,  receptions  on 
certificate,  renewals  of  profession,  dismissions,  erasure 
of  names,  suspensions,  depositions  from  office,  excom- 
munications, marriages,  and  deaths. 

Artki-e  19.  Every  pastor  shall  reside  within  the 
bounds  of  his  charge.  He  shall,  also,  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  classis  to  which  his 
charge  belongs,  furnish  its  stated  clerk  with  the  creden- 
tials of  elders,  priinariuit  and  secundus,  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  charge;  and  if  synod  meet  in  convention,  he 
shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  its  sessions  begin,  furnish 
the  stated  clerk  thereof  with  the  credentials  of  the 
elders,  pri)narius  and  secundus,  elected  to  represent  the 
charge. 

Article  20.  A  minister  shall  not  officiate  in  the 
charge  of  another  without  his  consent;  nor  shall  he 
either  statedly,  or  from  time  to  time,  serve  a  vacant  con- 
gregation, or  charge,  by  preaching,  or  administering 
ordinances,  without  the  consent  of  classis,  or  its  execu- 
tive committee.  He  shall  be  a  member  of  that  classis 
within  whose  bounds  he  resides. 

Article  21.  A  minister  is  bound  to  continue  in  the 
service  of  the  sanctuary  as  long  as  he  lives.  He  is  not 
permitted  to  devote  himself  to  a  secular  calling  without 
the  consent  of  classis.  A  call  to  labor  in  the  educational, 
or  other  direct  service  of  the  church,  shall  not  be  regard- 
ed as  a  secular  vocation. 

Article  22.  If  a  minister,  not  otherwise  chargeable 
with  an  ofTense,  renounces  the  jurisdiction  of  this  church 
by  joining  another  denomination  not  deemed  heretical, 
without  a  regular  certificate  of  dismission,  classis  shall 
record  the  fact,  and  erase  his  name  from  the  roll.  If 
charges  are  pending  against  him,  he  may  be  tried 
thereon.  If,  however,  it  appears  that  he  has  joined  an- 
otlier  denomination  deemed  heretical,  abandoned  the 
ministry,  or  declared  himself  independent,  he  ma}'  be 
suspended,  deposed,  or  excommunicated. 

Article  23.  A  minister,  tliough  compelled  bj'  age  or 
infirmity  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry, 
still  retains  a  seat  and  vote  in  his  classis  and  the  synods, 
and  the  right  to  perform  ministerial  acts,  within  the  re- 
strictions specified  in  Article  20  of  this  constitution. 

Article  24.  A  minister  from  another  ecclesiastical 
body  shall  present  a  regular  certificate  of  dismission,  and 
may  be  examined  as  to  his  orthodoxy  and  the  purity  of 
his  intentions.  If  the  application  is  approved,  he  may, 
upon  signing  the  formula  prescribed  for  licentiates,  be 


Pastor,    where 
reside. 


Credentials  of  del- 
egates. 

Ministers  not  to 
ofliciate  without 
permission. 


Where  to  hold 
membership. 

Ministers  to  re- 
main in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  sanc- 
tuary. 


If  leaving  the 
church,  to  be 
disciplined. 


Of    retired    minis- 
ters. 


Admission  of  min- 
isters from  (ither 
denominations. 
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Resignation  of  a 
pastor,  to  be  act- 
ed on  by  the  Con- 
sistory, referred 
to  classis. 


Arrearages    to  the 
pastor  to  be  paid. 

Dismission  annuls 
appointments. 


Professor  of   The- 
ology. 


Who  eligible. 


How  to  be  elected. 


How  inaugurated. 


admitted  to  the  church  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  classis. 

Article  25.  A  pastor,  desiring  to  resign  his  charge, 
shall  lay  his  resignation  before  the  Consistory,  or  the 
Joint  Consistory,  who  shall  take  early  action  on  it. 
The  resignation  and  the  consequent  action  of  the  con- 
sistory or  joint  consistory  shall  be  laid  before  classis. 
He  shall  neither  leave  his  charge,  nor  accept  a  call  from 
another,  until  his  resignation  has  been  approved  and  his 
pastoral  relation  dissolved  by  classis.  A  pastoral  rela- 
tion, however,  shall  not  be  dissolved,  unless  all  arrear- 
ages to  the  pastor  are  paid,  or  arrangements  for  their 
payment  satisfactory  to  classis  have  been  made. 

Article  26.  The  dismission  of  a  minister  by  one 
classis  to  another  annuls  his  appointment  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  a  comrpittee,  and  his  election  to  be  a  delegate  to  a 
synod,  or  the  General  Synod. 

PROFESSORS  OF  THEOLOGY. 

Article  27.  A  Professor  of  Theology  is  a  Minister  of 
the  Word,  who  has  been  elected  and  inaugurated  as  a 
professor  in  a  theological  institution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

Article  28.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  professor 
of  theology  whose  views  are  not  in  accord  with  the  faith 
and  doctrines  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  who  does  not 
approve  its  mode  of  government,  forms  of  worship,  and 
distinctive  customs. 

He  shall  always  be  chosen  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  synod  or  body  of  recognized  ministers  or  members  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  to  whose 
jurisdiction  the  seminary  is  subject.  One  or  more  days 
shall  intervene  between  the  time  of  making  the  nomina- 
tion, or  nominations,  and  holding  the  election.  No 
theological  seminary  shall  henceforth  be  established 
except  by  the  authority  of  a  synod  or  synods. 

Article  29.  Before  a  professor  of  theology  enters 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be  inaugurated 
under  the  direction  of  the  synod,  or  body,  by  which  he 
was  chosen.  At  his  inauguration,  he  shall  solemnly  af- 
firm the  following  declaration,  as  by  an  oath  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God,  in  a  public  assembly : 

"You,  N N ,  Professor-elect  of  the  Theological 

Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 

at ,  acknowledge  sincerely  before  God  and  this 

assembly,  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  which  are  called  canonical  Scriptures,  are 
genuine,     authentic,     inspired,     and    therefore    divine 
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f?cripture8 ;  that  they  contain  all  things  which  relate  to 
the  faith,  the  practice,  and  hope  of  the  righteous,  and 
are  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice  in  the  Church  of 
God;  that,  consequently,  no  traditions,  as  they  are 
called,  and  no  mere  conclusions  of  reason,  which  are 
contrary  to  the  clear  testimony  of  these  Scriptures,  can 
be  received  as  rules  of  faith  or  of  life.  You  acknowledge, 
further,  that  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism  is  in  accordance  witii  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  You  declare  sincerely,  that,  in  the  office 
you  are  about  to  assume,  you  will  make  the  Divine  au- 
thority of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  truth  of  the  doc- 
trine contained  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  the  basis 
of  all  your  instructions,  and  faithfully  maintain  and  de- 
fend the  same  in  your  preaching  and  writing,  as  well  as 
in  your  instructions.  You  declare,  finally,  that  you  will 
labor,  according  to  the  ability  which  God  may  grant 
you,  that  with  the  divine  blessing,  the  students  intrusted 
to  your  care  may  become  enlightened,  pious,  faithful 
and  zealous  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who  shall  be  sound 
in  the  faith." 

Article  30.  Professors  of  theology  shall  explain  the  Duties  of  Profes- 
Holy  Scriptures  and  defend  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  sors  of  Theology, 
gospel  against  errors.  In  their  instructions  to  theologic- 
al students,  it  shall  be  their  principle  aim  to  make 
them  well  ac(iuainted  with  the  true  sense  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  prepare  them  to  preach  the  gospel  with 
power  and  effect.  In  this  service  they  are  severally  re- 
(juired  to  instruct  the  students  in  Exegetical,  Historical, 
Dogmatic,  and  Practical  Theology. 

Articlk  31.     A   professor    of  theology    continues   in      To  continue  in  of- 
office  during  his  life,  unless  he  becomes  disqualified  for         fice,  \inless. 
its  duties  by  falling  into  heterodoxy  or  vice,  or  by  phys- 
sical  or  mental  infirmities. 


Akticlk  32.  Should  four  ministers  and  four  elders  of 
the  church  present  to  the  P>oard  of  Msitors  a  document 
asserting  that  for  a  cause  or  causes  named  in  Article  31 
of  this  constitution,  a  professor  of  theology  is  disquali- 
fied for  his  office,  said  board  shall  institute  a  careful  ex- 
amination, and  if  the  charge  be  well  founded,  it  shall  re- 
fer the  matter  to  the  synod  or  body,  under  whose 
authority  the  professor  holds  his  office,  for  revision  and 
final  disposition.  And  the  synod  or  body,  shall  insti- 
tute an  investigation,  and  after  mature  incjuiry,  decide 
as  the  honor  of  religion,  the  welfare  of  the  church,  and 
justicje  towards  the  professor  may  retiuire. 
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Article  33.  A  professor  of  theology,  who  has  spent 
his  best  days  in  this  office,  and  has  been  rendered  incap- 
able of  further  service  by  infirmities,  shall  not  be  dis- 
placed without  having  such  provision  made  for  his  sup- 
port as  his  necessities  may  require,  and  the  synod  or 
body,  may  be  able  to  make.  A  professor,  desiring  to  re- 
sign his  office,  shall  notify  in  writing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors,  or  other  proper  officers,  of  his 
intention  at  least  six  months  before  his  resignation  is  to 
take  effect. 

ELDERS  AND  DEACONS. 

Article  34.  An  elder  is  a  member  chosen  by  a  con- 
gregation to  assist  and  support  the  pastor  in  the  spirit- 
ual affairs  of  the  church,  and  ordained  to  his  office  by 
the  pastor  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  and  prayer.  He 
shall  remain  in  active  service,  until  his  successor  is 
inducted  into  office. 

Article  35.  Elders  are  to  be  elected  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes  polled,  and  may  from  time  to  time  be  re-elect- 
ed. Their  number  in  a  congregation,  and  their  term  of 
office,  shall  be  determined  by  the  constitution  of  the 
congregation.  When  elected  for  the  first  time,  they 
shall  be  publicly  ordained  to  their  office.  After  their 
ordination,  they  with  those  who  may  have  been  re-elect- 
ed, shall  be  installed. 

Article  36.  Elders  shall  take  heed  that  the  pastor, 
their  fellow  elders,  and  the  deacons,  faithfully  discharge 
their  respective  duties.  They  shall  aid  in  visiting  the 
sick,  and  contribute  according  to  their  ability,  to  the 
instruction,  improvement,  and  consolation  of  the  mem- 
bers. No  one  shall  be  elected  to  this  office,  unless  he  be 
a  communicant  member,  and  earnestly  devoted  to  the 
service  of  Christ. 

Article  37.  A  deacon  is  a  member  chosen  by  a  con- 
gregation to  gather  and  disburse  the  alms  and  other 
offerings  of  the  people,  and  ordained  to  his  office  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands  and  prayer. 

The  law  established  for  elders,  applies  also  to  the 
election,  ordination  and  installation  of  deacons. 

(See  Articles  34  and  35  of  this  constitution.) 

Article  38.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  deacons  to  provide 
for  the  support  of  the  pastor,  look  after  the  poor  and 
destitute,  and  see  that  the  charities  of  the  congregation 
are  wisely  applied.  They  shall  also  procure  the  ele- 
ments for  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  maintain  order  in  the 
house  of  God. 
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Article  39.  Members  called  to  the  offices  of  elder 
and  deacon  should  be  of  exemplary  life  and  conduct, 
(see  Acts  6:  1-6,  and  I.  Tim.  3:  8-13),  that  the  congre- 
gation may  be  editied.  On  this  account,  light-minded, 
contentious,  or  otherwise  improper  persons,  ought  not  to 
be  chosen  to  these  offices.  In  case  such  an  improper 
person  is  chosen,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  pastor  to 
refuse  to  ordain  or  install  him. 

Artici.k  40.  Nominations  for  the  offices  of  elder  and 
deacon  shall  be  made  by  the  consistory  ;  two  names  pre- 
sented for  each  officer  to  be  elected.  Public  notice  of 
the  nomination  shall  be  given  from  the  pulpit,  at  least 
one  week  before  the  election.  At  the  meeting  for  the 
election,  one  additional  name  for  each  officer  to  be  elect- 
ed may  be  put  in  nomination,  three  communicant  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  requesting  it.  No  person  shall 
be  voted  for,  not  regularly  nominated.  All  nominees 
must  be  in  full  communion  with  the  church,  and 
earnesth'  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  If  possible, 
each  congregation  shall  have  at  least  two  elders  and  two 
deacons. 

CHURCH  COURTS. 

Article  41.     The  Church  Courts  are  : 

(1)  The  Consistory. 

(2)  The  Spiritual  Council. 

(3)  The  Classis. 

(4)  The  Synod. 

(5)  The  General  Synod. 

They  shall  take  cognizance  only  of  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters. They  possess  the  right  to  require  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  Christ  and  his  church,  and  discipline  the  diso- 
bedient. 

Article  42.  All  cases,  over  which  a  lower  court  has 
original  jurisdiction,  can  be  brought  before  a  higher 
court  only  by  reference,  complaint,  or  appeal,  unless  it 
can  be  shown  that  the  lower  court  has  neglected  its  dutj'. 

Article  43.  Classes  or  synods,  which  prevailingly 
use  the  same  language  in  public  worship,  shall  not  occu- 
py the  same  territory. 

Article  44.  From  the  credentials  of  the  delegates, 
primarii  and  Kecnndi,  the  stated  clerk  of  a  classis,  syn- 
od, or  the  General  Synod,  sliall  prepare  the  roll  in 
advance  of  the  stated  meeting.  The  sessions  of  every 
church  court  shall  be  opened  with  religious  service. 

Article  45.  Each  classis,  synod,  and  the  General 
Synod,  shall  elect  a  president,  stated  clerk,  and  such 
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Elders  eligible. 


Duties   of    dele- 
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other  officers  as  they  respectively  deem  necessary,  who- 
shall  hold  their  offices,  until  their  successors  are  elected 
at  the  next  stated  meeting,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
stated  clerk,  who  may  be  elected  for  a  longer  period. 

Election   of   dele-  Article  46.     When  a  church  couAt  meets  as  a  dele- 

gates, gated  body,  the  delegates  to  it  shall  be  elected  by  the 

courts  which  they  respectively  represent,  from  among 
their  regular  members,  and  in  all  such  elections,  at 
least  a  double  number  of  persons  shall  be  nominated. 
Those  haTing  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  the 
primarii,  and  an  equal  number  having  the  next  higher 

Order  of  secundi.  number  of  votes,  shall  be  the  secundi,  who  shall  succeed 
the  primarii  in  the  order  of  the  number  of  votes  re- 
ceived in  both  cases.  Should  the  seat  of  a  primarius  be 
vacant  and  his  secundus  absent,  it  may  be  occupied  by 
another  fiecundus  from  among  the  number  of  the  secundi 
present,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  list  of 
delegates. 

Article  47.  Active  elders  only  shall  be  elected  dele- 
gates to  church  courts.  They  have  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  in  a  church  court,  as  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

Article  48.  Delegates  to  a  church  court  must  be 
punctual  in  attending  its  meetings  and  remain  during 
the  whole  of  its  sessions.  They  are  amenable  to  their 
own  court  for  their  tardiness,  or  absence.  The  expenses 
incurred  in  attending  to  their  duties  must  be  provided 
for  by  the  courts  which  elect  them. 

Article  49.  Credentials  that  are  irregular  or  disputed 
shall  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  which  shall 
report  within  twenty-four  hours  after  its  appointment. 

Article  50.  At  a  special  meeting  of  a  church  court, 
action  can  be  taken  only  on  those  items  of  business  that 
are  named  in  the  call. 

Article  51.  Should  unforeseen  circumstances  render 
it  necessary,  either  the  time  or  place,  or  both,  of  the 
stated  meeting  of  a  classis,  synod,  or  the  General  Syn- 
od, may  be  changed  by  the  president  and  stated  clerk  : 
Provided,  that  for  a  classis  two  weeks;  for  a  synod  four 
weeks ;  and  for  the  General  Synod  six  weeks  previous 
notice  be  given  by  circular,  and  insertion  in  the  church 
papers. 
Elders    to  be    on  Article  52.     At  least  one  member  of  every  committee 

committees.  appointed  by  a  classis,  synod,  or  the  General    Synod, 

shall  be  an  elder ;  except  a  committee  to  ordain  a  licen- 
tiate, install  a  pastor,  inaugurate  a  professor  of  theology,, 
and  the  ercecutive  committee  of  a  classis. 
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Article  53.  Delegates  from  bodies  in  correspondence 
■with  tlie  General  Synod  have  a  seat  as  advisory  mem- 
bers, but  no  vote.  The  same  privilege  shall  be  accorded 
to  every  minister  and  elder  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
who  may  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  a  church  court. 
Ministers  from  other  denominations,  who  may  be  in 
attendance,  shall  be  recognized  and  welcomed  by  the 
president,  but  can  not  be  admitted  to  seats  as  advisory 
members. 

Article  54.  No  member  of  a  court  shall  be  allowed 
to  enter  a  protest  against  its  acts.  But  any  member  dis- 
senting shall  liave  the  right  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  vote  and  name  of  every  member  voting  on  the 
ijuestion  shall  Vje  entered  on  the  minutes. 

CONSISTORY. 

Article  55.  The  pastor  or  pastors,  the  elders  and 
the  deacons  of  a  congregation,  constitute  its  Consistory, 
to  which  the  general  oversight  and  government  of  the 
organization  are  committed. 

Article  56.  The  pastor  is  President  of  the  Consis- 
tory. If  there  be  two  or  more  pastors,  they  preside  in 
turn.  At  a  meeting  of  the  consistory,  a  majority  of  its 
members  constitute  a  quorum.  When  a  charge  is  va- 
cant, one  of  the  elders  shall  act  as  president. 

Article  57.  The  consistory  shall  hold  stated  month- 
ly, or  quarterly  meetings,  and  may  hold  such  special 
meetings  as  are  called  by  the  president ;  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence or  inability  to  act,  by  the  secretary,  when  request- 
ed in  writing  to  do  so  l)y  a  majority  of  the  members. 

Article  58.  The  consistory,  or  if  the  pastoral  charge 
embraces  more  than  one  congregation,  the  Joint  Consis- 
tory shall  annually  elect  delegates,  primarlus  and  secun- 
dus,  to  represent  the  charge  in  classis,  and  in  synod,  if 
it  meet  in  convention.  In  managing  the  general  affairs 
-of  the  congregation,  the  consistory  shall  call  congrega- 
tional meetings,  order  collections  for  benevolent  pur- 
poses, distribute  alms  through  the  deacons,  audit  the 
treasurer's  account,  and  make  due  provision  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  pastor.  It  shall  keep  a  full  and  accurate 
record  of  its  own  proceedings,  and  those  of  the  congre- 
gation, and  submit  it  to  classis  whenever  requested  to 
■do  so. 

Article  59.  In  calling  a  minister,  and  in  all  matters 
-of  general  interest,  the  consistory  can  determine  noth- 
ing conclusively,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  congregation   present  at  a  meeting 


Delegates  from 
c  o  r  r  e  s  p  ouding 
bodies. 


No  protest  to  be 
entered. 

Yeas  and  Nays 
may  be  record- 
ed. 


Consistory. 


Organization    and 
quorum. 


Meetings  of   the 
Consistory. 


Its  duties. 


General  matters  to 
be  decided  by 
congregation. 


118 


Election    and  call 
of  a  pastor. 


Spiritual  Council. 


Its    organization 
and  quorum. 


Its  duties. 


Jurisdiction. 


Meetings. 


Dismission 
members. 


of 


Pastor     may    sit 
alone  as  a  court. 


duly  called  for  the  purpose,  of  which  at  least  one  week's 
public  notice  shall  have  been  given. 

Article  60.  When  a  charge  is  without  a  pastor,  the 
consistory,  or  Joint  Consistory  shall  propose  a  candidate 
for  the  pastorate,  to  be  voted  upon  at  meetings  of  the 
congregations  called  for  the  purpose,  of  which  they 
shall  giv^e  public  notice  at  least  one  week  previously. 
The  members  shall  vote  by  ballot  simply  for  or  against 
him,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  be  cast  in  his  favor, 
he  is  elected,  and  the  consistory,  or  Joint  Consistory- 
shall  tender  him  a  call  according  to  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  General  Synod.  Under  no'circumstances  shall  a. 
congregation,  or  charge  vote  on  more  than  one  candidate 
at  one  and  the  same  meeting.  If  a  pastoral  charge  con- 
sists of  two  or  more  congregations,  the  election  shall  be 
held  in  each  on  the  same  day. 

SPIRITUAL  COUNCIL. 

Article  61.  The  pastor  or  pastors  and  the  acting 
elders  constitute  the  Spiritual  Council,  which  alone  ad- 
ministers the  spiritual  affairs  of  the  congregation. 

Article  62.  The  pastor  is  president  of  the  Spiritual 
Council;  if  there  be  two  or  more  pastors,  they  preside 
in  turn  ;  and  if  no  pastor,  one  of  the  elders.  A  majority 
of  its  members  constitute  a  quorum. 

Article  63.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Spiritual  Council  to 
watch  over  the  members  of  the  congregation,  guard  the 
doctrine  of  Christ,  and  maintain  strict  and  wholesome 
discipline.  It  alone  has  power  to  admit  members  to  full 
communion,  and  exclude  therefrom  any  who  may  err 
from  the  faith,  or  offend  in  morals. 

Article  64.  Original  jurisdiction  in  matters  of  disci- 
pline pertains  to  the  Spiritual  Council,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  Minister  of  the  Word. 

Article  65.  Stated  meetings  of  the  Spiritual  Council 
shall  be  held  after  the  examination  of  the  catechumens, 
and  immediately  after  every  preparatory  service ;  and 
special  meetings,  whenever  called  by  the  president,  or 
an  elder. 

Article  66.  The  Spiritual  Council  shall  furnish 
members  of  the  congregation,  not  under  discipline,  with 
certificates  of  dismission  to  an  orthodox  Protestant 
church,  whenever  applied  for. 

Article  67.  Should  the  Spiritual  Council  neglect  to 
convene  at  the  time  appointed  after  being  duly  notified, 
the  pastor  may  sit  alone  as  a  court  to  try  an  individual,, 
and  on  finding  him  guilty,  pronounce  sentence. 
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Article  68.  It  shall  keep  a  full  and  accurate  record 
of  its  proceedings,  and  submit  it  to  classis  for  review, 
whenever  requested  by  it  to  do  so. 

CLASSIS. 

Article  69.  Classis  consists  of  the  ministers,  resid- 
ing within  a  district  designated  by  the  sj'iiod,  and  of  the 
elders  delegated  by  the  pastoral  charges  situated  within 
these  limits,  and  has  jurisdiction  over  said  ministers 
and  pastoral  charges. 

Article  70.  It  shall  embrace  at  least  three  pastoral 
charges,  and  as  many  ordained  ministers.  It  shall  meet 
annually  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  Three  min- 
isters and  two  elders,  regularly  convened,  constitute  a 
quorum. 

Article  71.  Every  pastoral  charge  is  entitled  to  be 
represented  in  classis  by  its  pastor  or  pastors  and  one 
delegated  elder;  and  a  vacant  charge,  by  an  elder. 

Aktule  72.  The  annual  meeting  of  a  classis  shall 
be  opened  with  divine  service,  including  the  preaching 
of  a  sermon  by  the  president,  or  one  of  its  members  des- 
ignated by  himself,  or  the  classis  ;  after  which  the  organ- 
ization shall  be  effected  and  the  business  transacted  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  of  Order  prescribed  by  the  General 
Synod. 

Article  73.  Immediately  after  the  organization,  the 
president  shall  appoint  the  Standing  Committees  of 
Classis,  called  for  by  the  rules  of  order.  The  reports  of 
the  Committees  on  Minutes  of  Classis,  Minutes  of  Syn- 
od, and  Overtures,  shall  exhibit  those  items  w'hich 
claim  the  attention  of  classis,  either  as  subjects  on 
which  it  is  called  to  decide,  or  as  considerations,  by 
which  it  may  be  guided  in  forming  decisions. 

Article  74.  At  the  annual  meeting,  every  pastor 
shall  present  a  written  parochial  and  a  full  statistical 
report,  and  every  minister,  though  without  a  charge,  a 
report  of  his  labors.  If  expecting  to  be  absent,  they 
shall  forward  their  respective  reports  to  the  stated  clerk 
three  days  before  the  meeting.  The  parochial  report 
shall  contain  a  full  account  of  the  temporal  and  s|)iritual 
condition  of  the  charge,  and  of  the  labors  of  the  pastor. 
The  president,  or  any  memVjer  of  classis,  may  put  to  the 
pastor  and  elder  such  <iuestions  as  may  be  requisite  to 
elicit  additional  information,  among  which  questions 
may  be  such  as  pertain  to  church  discipline,  pastoral 
visitation,  and  the  payment  of  the  pastor's  salary.  The 
statistical  report  shall  be  prepared  according  to  the 
form  approved  by  the  CJeneral  Synod.     If  a  charge  be  va- 
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cant,  this  report  shall  be  furnished  by  the  consistory  or 
joint  consistory.  On  the  basis  of  all  these  parochial  and 
statistical  reports,  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Reli- 
gion shall  prepare  a  general  report  for  classis. 

Article  75.  In  every  classis  is  vested  the  power  to 
examine  and  license  students  of  theology,  ordain  licen- 
tiates, constitute  or  dissolve  pastoral  relations,  dismiss 
ministers  and  licentiates,  depose  or  otherwise  discipline 
according  to  his  desert  a  member  of  its  own  body  and 
re-instate  a  minister  whom  it  has  suspended  or  deposed, 
when  trustworthy  evidence  of  repentance  and  reforma- 
tion appears. 

Article  76.  Classis  may  review  all  congregational 
records  and  approve  or  disapprove  them  ;  and  shall  hear 
and  decide  all  cases  of  reference,  complaint  and  appeal, 
as  well  as  all  questions  respecting  ministers  or  congre- 
gations, which  may  arise  within  its  jurisdiction  and  are 
regularly  brought  before  it :  such  as  constituting  new 
congregations  ;  determining  boundaries  of  congregations 
and  charges ;  deciding  controversies  between  existing 
congregations ;  forming,  reconstructing,  or  dissolving 
charges,  as  may  be  requested,  or  classis  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. 

Article  77.  Neither  a  minister  nor  licentiate  shall  be 
received  by  a  classis,  until  he  has  presented  a  certificate 
of  dismission  from  the  classis  to  which  he  last  belonged, 
and  no  reception  of  a  minister  from  another  denomina- 
tion shall  be  final,  until  it  is  confirmed  by  synod. 

Article  78.  A  minister  or  licentiate  is  amenable  to 
the  classis  that  dismissed  him,  and  his  name  shall  be 
retained  on  its  roll,  until  it  has  been  officially  notified  of 
his  reception  by  the  classis  to  which  he  was  dismissed. 

Article  79.  A  classis  dismissing  a  minister  or  licen- 
tiate, shall  specify  the  particular  classis  and  synod,  or 
other  ecclesiastical  body,  to  which  he  is  dismissed ;  and 
in  receiving  a  minister  or  licentiate,  it  shall  in  like  man- 
ner specify  the  particular  classis  and  synod,  or  other  ec- 
clesiastical body,  from  which  he  was  received.  A  certi- 
ficate of  dismission,  in  the  case  of  a  minister  or  licentiate, 
is  valid  only  for  one  year  from  its  date. 

Article  80.  No  classis  shall  refuse  to  receive  a  min- 
ister or  licentiate  honorably  dismissed  to  it  by  another, 
unless  there  be  manifest  grounds  of  objection  against  his 
doctrine  or  morals,  in  which  case  the  certificate  of  dis- 
mission shall  be  returned  to  the  classis,  with  a  specific 
statement  of  the  grounds  of  objection ;  whereupon,  the 
classis   shall   take  these  objections  into  consideration, 
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and  if  it  fin<l  no  suflicient  reason  to  change  its  action,  the 
whole  question  shall  be  referred  to  synod  for  decision. 

Article  81.  Whenever  a  minister  or  licentiate  for  two 
consecutive  years  wilfully  neglects  to  attend  the  annual 
meetings  of  his  classis,  or  fails  to  report  to  it,  he  renders 
himself  liable  to  suspension  from  office,  and  classis  shall 
at  once  cite  him  for  trial,  and  proceed  in  his  case  accord- 
ing to  the  constitution  of  the  church,  or  strike  his  name 
from  the  roll,  if  he  cannot  be  reached. 

Article  82.  At  their  first  annual  meetings,  after  the 
Minutes  'of  the  General  Synod  have  been  distributed,  the 
classes  shall  act  on  such  ordinances  and  constitutional 
amendments,  as  have  been  approved  and  referred  to 
them  by  said  general  synod,  and  report  their  action 
thereon  to  its  next  stated  meeting. 

Article  83.  A  special  meeting  of  classis  may  be 
called  at  any  time  by  the  president  by  circular  addressed 
to  every  member,  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  meeting ; 
and  at  the  written  request  of  two  ministers  and  two 
elders  of  classis,  he  tihall  call  such  a  meeting,  if  assured 
that  the  party  or  parties,  for  whose  benefit  it  is  to  be 
called,  will  pay  the  expenses  incurred.  In  case  of  the 
death  or  removal  of  the  president,  or  if  the  business  to 
be  transacted  implicates  him,  the  power  of  calling  the 
meeting  is  vested  in  the  next  higher  officer,  the  treasurer 
excepted.  Should  either  of  these  contingencies  exist 
with  respect  to  the  remaining  officers,  two  ministers  and 
two  elders,  members  of  the  classis,  may  call  the 
meeting. 

Article  84.  Classis  shall  appoint  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee consisting  of  three  ministers,  of  which  the  presi- 
dent shall  be  chairman.  This  committee  represents 
classis  during  the  interval  between  meetings.  In  all 
cases,  where  between  the  parties  concerned  there  is  no 
([uestion  at  issue,  it  shall  have  power  to  dissolve  a  pas- 
toral relation,  dismiss  or  receive  a  minister  or  licentiate, 
confirm  a  call,  appoint  a  committee  to  ordain  a  licentiate 
or  install  a  pastor,  permit  a  minister  or  licentiate  to 
minister  to  vacant  congregations,  aid  a  vacant  charge  in 
securing  a  pastor  and  a  minister  in  obtaining  a  suitable 
field  of  labor,  authorize  the  organization  of  new  congre- 
gations, and  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  in- 
terests of  the  church,  within  the  bounds  of  classis.  The 
committee  shall  at  the  close  of  the  year  present  a  full  re- 
port of  its  doings  to  classis  for  revision  and  incorpora- 
tion in  its  minutes.  Classis  shall  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  this  committee. 
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Article  85.  The  stated  clerk  shall  have  charge  of  the 
books  and  papers  of  classis,  and  issue  all  its  official  doc- 
uments signed  by  himself  and  the  president,  with  the 
seal  of  classis  affixed.  At  least  ten  days  before  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  classis,  he  shall  furnish  every  pastor 
with  a  copy  of  the  blank  form  of  the  statistical  report. 
He  shall  transmit  to  synod,  at  its  annual  meetings,  a 
certified  copy  of  the  minutes  of  all  the  meetings  held 
during  the  year,  in  the  form  and  order  required  by  the 
rules  of  synod.  He  shall  furnish  pastoral  charges  and 
individuals  with  a  certified  copy  of  any  proceedings,  ia 
which  they  are  specially  concerned.  If  synod  meet  as  a 
delegated  body,  he  shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  its  an- 
nual meeting,  furnish  its  stated  clerk  with  the  creden- 
tials of  the  delegates,  primarii  and  secundi,  elected  to 
represent  classis.  He  shall,  also,  thirty  days  before  the 
stated  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  furnish  its  stated- 
clerk  with  the  credentials  of  the  delegates,  primarii  and 
secundi,  elected  to  represent  classis,  together  with  the 
roll  of  its  then  present  members,  and  also  a  certified 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  classis,  having  reference  to  Gen- 
eral Synod. 

Article  86.  If  a  classis  becomes  extinct,  the  synod 
with  which  it  was  connected  shall  have  jurisdiction  over 
its  members,  and  transfer  them  to  any  classis,  within 
whose  bounds  they  propose  to  reside.  It  shall  also  de- 
termine any  case  of  discipline  begun  by  the  classis  and 
not  concluded. 

THE  SYNOD. 

Article  87.  A  synod  is  composed  of  four  or  more 
adjacent  classes,  designated  by  the  General  Synod,  and 
has  jurisdiction  over  the  same.  It  shall  meet  annually, 
either  in  convention,  or  as  a  delegated  body.  If  in  con- 
vention, it  consists  of  all  its  ministers  and  one  elder 
from  each  pastoral  charge ;  if  as  a  delegated  body,  it 
consists  of  the  ministers  and  elders  chosen  by  its  classes, 
according  to  a  basis  of  representation,  adopted  by 
itself,  with  the  concurrence  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  its- 
classes.  A  suspended  or  deposed  minister  shall  not  be 
counted  in  the  basis  of  representation,  either  to  synod  or 
General  Synod. 

Article  88.  Any  number  of  members  convened  at 
the  time  and  place  appointed  for  a  meeting,  in  which  a 
majority  of  the  classes  is  represented,  and  of  whom  at 
least  one-third  are  elders,  constitutes  a  quorum. 

Article  89.  The  annual  sessions  shall  be  opened 
with  divine  service,  including  the  preaching  of  a  sermon 
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by  the  president,  or  some  member  designated  by  himself 
or  the  synod ;  after  which  the  organization  shall  be  ef- 
fected and  the  business  transacted  according  to  the  rules 
of  order  prescribed  by  the  General  Rynod. 

Article  90.  A  synod  shall  annually  review  the  pro- 
ceedings of  its  classes.  The  report  of  the  committee  on 
this  subject  shall  embrace  the  following  topics  : 

1.  Things  Censurable,  either  as  a  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  church,  an  offense  against  propriety,  or  a 
neglect  of  duty. 

2.  Requests  and  References  from  the  classes  to  the 
synod. 

3.  Complaints  and  Appeals  to  synod. 

4.  Decisions  of  classes  on  subjects  referred  to  them  by 
the  synod. 

5.  Licensures,  Ordinations,  ministers  received,  dis- 
missed, suspended  or  deposed.  Licentiates  received  or  dis- 
missed, and  licenses  revoked. 

6.  Time  and  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  each 
classis,  its  president,  stated  clerk,  treasurer,  and  number  of 
copies  of  Minutes  requested,  in  English  or  German. 

Article  91.  A  synod  has  power  to  examine  and  li- 
cense students  of  theology,  ordain  licentiates,  hear  and 
determine  complaints  and  appeals,  give  advice  in  a  case 
referred  to  it  by  a  classis,  establish  new  classes  within 
its  own  limits,  and  determine  all  controversies  between 
classes,  and  between  ministers  and  congregations  of  two 
or  more  classes.  An  existing  classis,  however,  can 
neither  be  dissolved,  nor  any  part  of  it  be  united  to  an- 
other, without  its  consent.  The  decision  of  a  synod  in 
all  cases  of  complaint  or  appeal  shall  be  final,  except  on 
questions  concerning  doctrine,  cultus,  and  the  constitu- 
tional construction,  or  when  the  legality  of  the  proceed- 
ings is  called  in  question. 

Article  92.  A  synod  by  itself,  or  in  connection  with 
one  or  more  adjacent  synods,  may  establish  and  main- 
tain colleges  and  other-  literary  institutions,  and  shall 
have  full  control  over  tlieiii.  The  professors  and  other 
officers  shall  be  amenable  only  to  the  synod  or  synods 
by  which  they  are  sustained,  subject  to  charter  regula- 
tions. 

Article  93.  A  synod  may  also  by  itself,  or  in  con- 
nection with  one  or  more  adjacent  synods,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  General  Synod,  establish  a  Theological  Semi- 
nary. The  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Boardof  Visitors 
shall  be  elected  by  said  synod  or  synods,  and  report  to 
them  annually. 
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Article  94.  Each  synod  shall  give  every  necessary 
attention  to  the  education  of  pious  young  men  for  the 
gospel  ministry,  to  the  cause  of  church  extension  and  of 
missions,  both  in  the  home  and  foreign  field.  Its  mis- 
sionary operations  shall  be  under  the  authority  and  con- 
trol of  the  Boards  of  General  Synod. 

Article  95.  A  synod  may,  either  by  itself  or  in  con- 
nection with  one  or  more  adjacent  synods,  establish  and 
maintain  a  Board  of  Publication,  whose  particular  pur- 
pose shall  be  the  publication  and  sale  of  such  church 
papers  and  religious  books,  as  are  adapted  to  promote 
sound  knowledge  and  true  religion  in  Sunday-schools  and 
among  church  members.  At  every  annual  meeting  of 
synod  or  synods,  the  board  shall  submit  for  revision  a 
full  statement  of  its  operations  during  the  year,  and  its 
present  condition. 

Article  96.  A  special  meeting  of  synod  may  be  called 
by  the  president  at  the  written  request  of  four  ministers 
and  four  elders,  members  of  synod,  specifying  the  par- 
ticular business  to  be  transacted.  At  least  three  weeks 
before  the  time  of  meeting,  the  members  shall  be  notified 
by  circular,  designating  the  time  and  place  of  meeting 
and  the  items  of  business,  issued  by  the  stated  clerk  by 
order  of  the  president. 

Article  97.  All  credentials,  calls  to  professors,  and 
agreements  to  which  synod  is  a  party,  shall  be  signed 
by  the  president  and  stated  clerk,  with  the  seal  of  synod 
attached.  The  stated  clerk  shall  subscribe  all  extracts 
from  the  records  of  synod,  and  have  charge  of  the  re- 
cords, papers  and  seal  of  synod ;  and  shall  submit  three 
or  more  printed  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  every  meet- 
ing held  during  the  three  years,  duly  authenticated,  to 
the  General  Synod  at  its  stated  meeting  for  examination 
and  review. 

GENERAL  SYNOD. 

Article  98.  The  General  Synod  represents  the  whole 
church,  and  is  composed  of  ministers  and  elders  dele- 
gated by  the  classes.  It  is  the  highest  church  court,  and 
the  last  resort  on  all  questions  concerning  the  govern- 
ment, doctrine,  and  cultus  of  the  church.  It  bears  the 
following  title:  "The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States." 

Article  99.  In  the  General  Synod,  a  classis  consist- 
ing of  not  more  than  twelve  ministers,  is  entitled  to  be 
represented  by  one  minister  and  one  elder;  a  classis  of 
more  than  twelve  ministers  and  not  more  than  twenty- 
four,  by  two  ministers  and  two  elders,  and  so  on  in  the 


125 


same  ratio.  Any  number  of  delegates  convened  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed  for  a  meeting,  in  which  the 
majority  of  the  classes  is  represented,  and  one-third  of 
whom  at  least  are  elders,  constitutes  a  (juoruni. 

Article  100.  The  General  Synod  shall  meet  triennially 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  The  sessions  shall  be 
opened  with  divine  service,  including  the  preaching  of  a 
sermon  by  the  president,  or  some  member  designated  by 
himself  or  the  general  synod  ;  after  which  the  organiza- 
tion shall  be  effected  and  the  business  transacted  ac- 
cording to  its  rules  of  order. 

Artri.e  101.  A  special  meeting  of  the  General  Synod 
may  be  called  by  the  president,  at  the  written  request  of 
twenty  members,  representing  a  majority  of  the  synods, 
and  of  whom  one-third  are  elders.  At  least  six  weeks 
before  the  time  of  meeting,  the  members  shall  be  noti- 
fied by  circular  designating  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
ing and  the  items  of  business,  issued  by  the  stated  clerk 
by  order  of  the  president. 

Article  102.  The  General  Synod  shall  review  the 
proceedings  of  the  synods,  a«d  approve  or  disapprove 
their  acts.  It  has  power  to  maintain  correspondence 
with  sister  churches,  hear  and  determine  complaints  and 
appeals,  within  the  limits  laid  down  in  this  constitution 
(see  Article  91),  decide  controversies  between  synods, 
and  classes  of  difTerent  synods,  and  also  give  counsel  in 
cases  referred  to  it  by  one  or  more  synods.  It  may  at 
the  request  of  four  adjacent  classes,  in  which  the  same 
language  prevails,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  synod  or 
synods  within  whose  bounds  they  lie,  constitute  them  a 
synod. 

Article  103.  The  General  Synod  shall  diligently  pro- 
secute the  work  of  home  missions  and  foreign  missions 
by  two  specific  boards,  which  are  to  be  elected  and  after- 
wards governed  in  their  proceedings,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  their  respective  charters.  At  every 
triennial  meeting  of  the  (Jeneral  Synod,  each  board  shall 
submit  for  revision  a  full  statement  of  its  operations  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years,  and  its  present  condition. 

Article  104.  The  General  Synod  shall  ap[)oint  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  seven  members,  representing  at  least 
five  synods,  and  may  change  it  either  wholly  or  in  part  at 
a  stated  meeting,  who  shall  be  empowered  at  any  time, 
when  deemed  necessary,  to  examine  into  the  doctrine,  cul- 
tus,  and  management  of  any  one  or  all  of  the  theological 
seminaries  of  the  Keformed  Ghurch  in  the  United  States. 
Said  committee  shall  report  to  each  session  of  the  gen- 
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eral  synod,  and  if  an  examination  has  been  instituted, 
submit  the  result  of  their  inquiries ;  and  any  items 
reported  may,  at  the  discretion  of  tlie  general  synod,  be 
referred  to  the  synod,  or  board  or  committee,  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  premises.  Said  committee  shall  not, 
however,  interfere  with  any  arrangement  or  authority  of 
the  respective  synods,  or  their  boards  or  committees. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  may,  at  any  time,  and 
shall,  when  requested  in  writing  by  three  members  of 
the  committee,  institute  an  examination  as  aforesaid, 
within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the  request,  notifying 
each  member  of  the  committee  of  time  and  place  of 
meeting,  at  least  ten  days  previously. 

Article  105.  The  General  Synod  shall  prepare,  and 
at  a  stated  meeting  may  alter  or  amend  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds,  forms  of  a  Charter  for  a  Congregation  ;  a  Consti- 
tution for  a  Congregation ;  a  Constitution  for  a  Joint 
Consistory;  Certificate  of  Licensure  ;  Testimonials  of  Or- 
dination ;  Certificate  of  Dismission  of  a  Minister ;  Call  to 
a  Minister ;  Call  to  a  Professor  of  Theology ;  Certificate 
of  Dismission  of  a  Church  Member ;  Certificate  of  Mar- 
riage ;  Statistical  Report  of  a  Pastoral  Charge ;  Statis- 
tical Report  of  a  Classis ;  Statistical  Report  of  a  Synod ; 
a  Church  Register;  Accusations  ;  Citation  of  an  Accused 
Person ;  Citation  of  a  Witness ;  Form  for  Swearing  a 
Witness  and  Form  for  Affirming  a  Witness ;  Order  of 
Business  and  Rules  of  Order  for  the  Classes,  the  Synods, 
and  the  General  Synod. 

Article  106.  All  proposed  ordinances,  or  changes  in 
the  ordinances  of  the  church,  such  as  this  constitution, 
a  catechism,  a  hj'^mn  book,  and  a  liturgy,  must  first  be 
approved  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  general  synod 
at  a  stated  meeting,  and  then  submitted  to  all  the  class- 
es for  adoption  or  rejection.  If  at  the  next  stated  meet- 
ing of  General  Synod,  it  appears  that  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  classes  have  negatived  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance  or  amendment  to  the  constitution,  approved 
and  submitted  as  aforesaid,  the  same  is  rejected  and 
shall  be  so  declared ;  otherwise  it  is  adopted,  and  gen- 
eral synod  shall  declare  that  fact,  and  it  shall  be  of 
binding  authority  in  the  whole  church. 

Article  107.  The  original  records  of  all  proceedings 
of  the  General  Synod,  and  all  documents,  letters  and 
papers,  having  reference  to  its  proceedings,  shall  be 
carefully  preserved  by  the  stated  clerk,  and  deposited  in 
such  a  place  as  the  General  Synod  shall  direct ;  and  no 
document  or  paper  shall  be  removed  therefrom  by  any 
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person  wliatever,  without  leave  previously  obtained 
from  the  general  synod,  or,  during  its  recess,  from  its 
stated  clerk. 

Article  108.  At  least  forty  days  before  the  stated 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  its  Stated  Clerk  shall  fur- 
nish the  stated  clerks  of  the  several  classes  with  a  copy 
of  the  blank  form  of  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  to 
general  synod. 

STUDENTS  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 

Article  109.  Before  a  student  is  entitled  to  bene- 
ficiary aid  from  or  through  a  classis,  he  shall  submit  to 
an  examination ;  and  if  the  result  be  satisfactory,  place 
himself  under  the  care  of  classis,  which  shall  exercise 
supervision  over  his  studies  and  Christian  deportment. 

Article  110.  At  every  annual  meeting  of  his  classis, 
be  shall  submit  a  written  report  of  the  progress  he  has 
made  in  his  studies,  and  also  his  circular  or  circulars  of 
the  institution. 

Article  111.  Every  student  of  theology  shall — if  he 
has  not  already  done  so — place  himself  under  the  care 
of  a  classis.  For  this  purpose  it  shall  institute  an  ex- 
amination, and  if  the  result  be  satisfactory,  take  him  un- 
der its  care,  and  exercise  proper  supervision  over  his 
studies  and  Christian  deportment.  He  shall  pursue 
his  course  of  study  at  a  theological  institution  of  the 
church,  unless  classis  by  a  majority  vote  permits  him  to 
pursue  his  studies  elsewhere. 

Article  112.  A  student  of  theology  shall  annually 
submit  to  his  classis  a  written  report  of  the  progress  he 
has  made  in  his  studies.  He  can  not  exercise  minister- 
ial functions.  He  may,  however,  during  his  senior  year, 
with  the  consent  of  the  faculty  of  the  seminary,  occa- 
sionally preach,  when  invited  to  do  so  by  a  pastor,  or,  in 
case  of  a  vacancy,  by  those  who  have  control  of  the  pul- 
pit. 

LICENTIATES. 

Article  113.  A  licentiate  is  a  student  of  theolog3% 
who,  after  examination  by  his  classis,  has  been  author- 
ized to  preach  the  gospel,  and  accept  a  call  from  a  pas- 
toral charge  or  missionary  field. 

Article  114.  A  student  of  theology,  applying  for 
licensure,  shall  present  to  his  classis  a  written  request 
to  that  effect,  and  the  certificate  from  the  theological 
seminary  or  institution.  He  shall  submit  to  an  exami- 
ination,  whichshall  be  open  to  all  the  members  of  class- 
is,  and  embrace  at  least  the  main  sultjects  taught  in  the 
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theological  seminary.  Particular  attention  shall  be  paid 
to  his  piety,  the  purity  of  his  intentions  in  seeking  the 
ministry,  his  orthodoxy,  and  his  ability  to  teach.  The 
report  of  such  examination  shall  not  enter  into  particu- 
lars, but  simply  state  the  result  as  satisfactory  or  unsat- 
isactory. 

Article  115.  For  good  reasons,  applicants  for  licen- 
sure may  be  admitted  to  the  ministry,  who  have  not 
completed  the  full  course  of  study  prescribed  for  the 
theological  seminary  ;  but  in  all  such  cases,  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  classis  is  required  to  authorize  the  license. 

Article  116.  The  examination  of  the  applicant  prov- 
ing satisfactory  and  the  report  of  the  examiners  being 
adopted,  he  shall  read  aloud  before  classis,  or  synod, 
and  subscribe  the  following  formula,  in  a  book  kept  for 
that  purpose : 

"I,  one  of  the  undersigned,  hereby  testify,  that  I 
honestly  and  truly  accept  the  doctrine  of  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism  as  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God,  and 
promise,  moreover,  faithfully  to  preach  and  defend  the 
same.  I,  also,  declare  and  promise,  that  I  will  care- 
fully observe  and  comply  with  all  the  ordinances  which 
now  are,  or  may  hereafter,  be  enacted  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  church;  and,  also,  that  I  will  cheerfully  and 
readily  receive  and  submit  to  all  their  admonitions  and 
decisions  so  long  as  I  remain  in  connection  with  the 
Reformed  Church. 

"  In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereby  subscribe  my  name,, 
the  day  and  year  written  opposite  to  it." 
Name. .  Date. 

Having  thus  attested  his  adherence  to  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  in  its  doctrines  and  disci- 
pline, he  shall  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  of  licen- 
sure, bearing  the  seal  of  classis,  or  synod,  and  the  sig- 
natures of  the  president  and  stated  clerk. 

Article  117.  A  licentiate  is  permitted  to  preach  the 
Word ;  but  shall  neither  administer  the  sacraments, 
perform  the  rite  of  confirmation,  pronounce  the  benedic- 
tion, nor  solemnize  marriage.  He  is  under  the  care  and 
jurisdiction  of  his  classis,  must  attend  its  meetings  and 
submit  a  written  report  of  his  labors ;  but  has  neither  a 
vote  in  classis,  nor  can  he  represent  it  in  a  higher  court. 

Article  118.  A  licentiate  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
ordination  until  he  is  twenty- one  years  of  age,  and  has 
received  a  call  from  a  pastoral  charge,  or  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  a  mission  ;  and  a  classis  shall  not  ordain  him,, 
unless  his  call  proceed  from  a  pastoral  charge  within  its 
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bounds .  In  the  case  of  a  licentiate,  the  acts  of  ordina- 
tion and  installation  may  take  place  at  the  same  time. 
If,  however,  appointed  to  a  mission,  or  called  to  a  pro- 
fessorship in  an  authorized  theological  or  literary  insti- 
tution of  the  church,  he  may  be  ordained. 

Article  119.  A  licentiate  shall  neither  statedly  nor 
from  time  to  time  preach  for  a  vacaixt  congregation  or 
pastoral  charge,  without  the  consent  of  classis.  He 
shall  be  a  member  of  that  classis  within  whose  bounds 
he  resides. 

Articlk  120.  Licentiates  from  other  ecclesiastical 
l)odies  must  be  examined  in  the  same  manner  as  stu- 
dents of  theology. 

THE  SACRAMENTS. 

Article  121.  The  Sacraments  of  the  Church,  accord- 
ing to  the  institution  of  Christ,  are  two :  Holy  Bap- 
tism, and  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Akticle  122.  Children  are  ingrafted  into  the  church 
by  baptism,  and  subject  to  its  care  and  discipline.  It  is 
their  duty,  as  soon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  learn  the 
catechism  and  to  be  benefitted  by  the  pastor's  instruc- 
tion, to  become  members  of  the  catechetical  class. 

Akticle  123.  A  child  may  be  baptized  if  one  of  its 
l)arents  be  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  but  if 
neither  of  them  be  such,  it  must  remain  for  the  present 
unbapti/.ed.  Should,  however,  one  of  its  parents  mani- 
fest a  desire  to  be  admitted  to  the  communion  of  the 
church,  and  promise  to  profit  by  the  next  opportunity, 
the  child  may  be  baptized. 

Article  124.  Sponsors  may  be  admitted  in  the  bap- 
tism of  infants;  but  the  parents  themselves  must  also 
assume  every  obligation.  No  person,  however,  shall  be 
a  sponsor,  who  is  not  in  full  communion  with  a  branch 
of  the  Christian  Church.  This,  in  conjunction  with  the 
previous  article,  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 
persons,  who  adopt  orphans  or  other  children  into  their 
families,  from  offering  them  to  Cod  in  baptism. 

Article  125.  Adults  shall  be  baptized,  if  the  minis- 
ter has  ascertained  that  they  possess  correct  views  of 
Christian  doctrine,  give  evidence  of  true  repentance  and 
faith,  and  are  willing  to  yield  obedience  to  the  reijuire- 
ments  of  Christ.  But  if  in  the.se  respects  he  discover 
deficiencies,  he  shall  direct  them  to  attend  the  usual 
catechetical  instructions,  and  afterward  proceed  in  rela- 
tion to  them,  as  with  catechumens.  If  this,  however, 
be  impracticable,  he  shall  in  some  way  suitably  instruct 
them. 
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Article  126.  Baptism  ought  to  be  administered  pub- 
licly in  the  church.  The  offices  provided  in  the  Liturgy 
of  the  Church  shall  be  used.  In  the  case  of  adults,  the 
rite  of  confirmation  shall  follow  immediately  upon  their 
baptism. 

Article  127.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
shall  be  publicly  observed  in  every  congregation  at  least 
twice  a  year,  and  the  celebration  conducted  acc<irding  to 
the  established  order  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Article  128.  A  service  shall  be  held  preparatory  to 
the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper;  and  the  names  of 
all  communicants  shall  be  recorded.  Before  the  com- 
munion is  administered,  the  spiritual  council  shall  dili- 
gently inquire  whether  any  member  has  departed  from 
the  faith,  doctrine  or  practice  of  the  church,  to  the  end 
that  all  improper  persons  may  be  excluded  from  the 
Lord's  table;  and  if  the  elders  neglect  this  duty,  the 
pastor  is  empowered  to  exercise  this  discipline  alone. 

Article  129.  Only  confirmed  members  of  the  church, 
who  are  not  under  discipline,  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
communion  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Members  in  good 
standing,  of  sister  congregations,  and  of  other  denom- 
inations, holding'  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  gospel, 
may  be  invited  to  unite  in  the  observance  of  this  sacra- 
ment. 

Article  loO.  The  Lord's  Supper  may  be  adminis- 
tered to  the  sick  and  infirm,  who  are  not  able  to  come 
to  the  house  of  God,  and  yet  desire  to  receive  it.  The 
bread  and  wine,  consecrated  in  the  church,  shall  be 
used.  An  elder  may  convey  the  elements  to  the  sick 
and  infirm,  to  whom  the  pastor  cannot  personally  min- 
ister. One  or  more  persons  should  join  in  the  private 
communion ;  and  one  or  more  elders  ought  to  be  pres- 
set.  It  may  also  be  administered  at  any  other  time,  the 
pastor  satisfying  himself  as  to  the  spiritual  preparation 
of  the  applicant. 

CHURCH  RITES. 

Article  131.  Confirmation,  ordination,  and  marriage 
are  sacred  church  rites,  which  shall  be  administered  ac- 
cording to  the  order  prescribed  in  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Church. 

Article  132.  Every  pastor  shall  give  special  atten- 
tion to  the  instruction  of  the  youth  in  his  pastoral 
charge,  with  particular  reference  to  their  preparation  for 
confirmation.  The  Heidelberg  Catechism  shall  be  used 
in  such  instruction.  No  other  shall  be  employed,  unless 
it  has  been  approved  by  the  church  courts. 
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Article  133.  Before  confirmation  the  Spiritual  Coun- 
cil shall  be  satisfied  that  the  candidates  understand  the 
fundamental  truths  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  are 
governed  by  tliem,  manifesting  a  purpose  to  lead  a  pious 
life.  Those  who  continue  ignorant  of  the  gospel,  and  do 
not  warrant  a  reasonable  hope  that  the)'  will  be  faithful 
to  Christ,  shall  not  be  admitted  to  confirmation. 

Article  134.  In  the  act  of  ordination  and  installa- 
tion, whether  in  the  case  of  a  minister,  an  elder  or  a 
deacon,  only  regularly  ordained  ministers  of  the  church 
shall  take  part.  A  person  once  ordained,  whether 
he  be  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  an  elder  or  a  deacon,  is 
ordained  to  his  particular  office  for  life. 

Article  135.  Marriage  is  an  ordinance  of  God,  and 
as  such  should  be  solemnized  by  a  minister  of  religion, 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  Church  and  State. 

Article  136.  Members  of  the  church,  having  died 
in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gospel,  shall  be  honored 
with  a  decent,  Christian  burial.  The  burial  service 
shall  be  conducted  according  to  the  order  prescribed  in 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church. 

WORSHIP. 

Article  137.  No  order  of  worship  shall  be  observed, 
and  no  selection  of  hymns  used,  unless  approved,  or 
recommended  by  the  General  Synod. 

Article  ];58.  The  chief  Festivals  of  the  Church 
Year — Christmas,  Good  Friday,  Easter,  Ascension, 
Pentecost,  and  Trinity  Sunday — and  all  days  appointed 
by  proper  ecclesiastical  or  civil  authority,  for  fasting  or 
thanksgiving,  ought  to  be  duly  respected  and  observed 
by  congregations  and  families. 

Article  139.  The  Lord's  Day  (Sunday)  shall  be 
kept  as  a  holy  day,  devoted  to  the  public  worship  of  the 
Lord  in  the  sanctuary ;  to  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
private  devotions,  and  to  works  of  love  and  mercy. 
Meetings  for  prayer,  and  family  worship  are  also  com- 
mended as  important  religious  services. 

DISCIPLINE. 

Article  140. — Section  .v.  Christian  Discipline  is  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  and  the  application  of  those 
laws,  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  established  in 
his  Church,  to  preserve  its  purity  and  honor,  and  pro- 
mote the  spiritual  welfare  of  its  members.  All  Chris- 
tian Discipline  is  spiritual ;  and  nothing  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  matter  of  accusation,  or  considered  an  otlense, 
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which  can  not  be  proved  to  be  such  from  the  Scriptures, 
or  the  regulations  of  the  church.  The  following  sins 
especially  claim  the  attention  of  the  church  courts,  and 
merit  discipline:  heresy,  blasphemy,  schism,  perjury, 
fornication,  adultery,  fraud,  contentiousness,  intemper- 
ance, gross  profanation  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  any  oth- 
er offenses  against  the  Ten  Commandments. 

Sec.  b.  Discipline  shall  be  exercised  by  admoni- 
tion, censure,  erasure  of  names,  suspension,  deposition, 
and  excommunication. 

Article  141.  All  members  of  the  church,  confirmed 
or  unconfirmed,  are  subject  to  discipline.  If  the  un- 
confirmed fall  into  sinful  ways,  the  pastor  and  elders 
shall  remind  the  parents  and  sponsors  of  their  duty  in 
regard  to  them,  and  shall  also  by  direct  approach,  seek 
to  bring  them  to  the  obedience  of  Christ. 

Judicial  proceedings  against  alleged  offenders  can 
only  be  instituted  on  accusation  of  a  communicant  mem- 
ber, or  a  judicatory  finding  it  necessary  to  investigate  an 
offense. 

Article  142. —  Sec.  a.  Prosecution,  initiated  by  a 
judicatory  of  the  church,  shall  be  brought  in  the  name  of 
"Tlie  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  iStates,"  as  plaintiff; 
in  all  individual  matters,  the  name  of  the  accuser  or 
prosecutor,  shall  stand  as  plaintiff,  the  person  or  persons 
accused,  as  defendants. 

Sec.  b.  The  judicatory,  initiating  a  prosecution, 
shall  appoint  a  committee  of  one  or  more  of  its  own 
members  to  conduct  the  prosecution  in  all  its  stages  un- 
til its  final  issue  is  reached ;  this  committee  may  be 
changed  by  the  judicatory  that  created  the  same,  or  said 
judicatory  may  appoint  assistant  counsel  in  the  case  at 
any  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Sec.  c.  Any  plaintiff  or  defendant  may  be  repre- 
sented by  counsel ;  but  no  person  can  appear  as  a  coun- 
sel or  attorney  in  a  church  court,  except  he  be  a  minis- 
ter, or  an  elder  of  the  church,  in  good  and  regular  stand- 
ing. 

Sec.  d.  No  person  who  is  a  party,  a  prosecutor  of 
his  own  motion,  or  by  appointment,  or  a  counsel  in  a 
case,  shall  have  a  vote  on  any  question  affecting  the  de- 
cision of  the  case  at  issue. 

Article  143.  Prosecutions  in  individual  matters 
shall  not  be  allowed,  unless  those  means  for  reconcilia- 
tion have  been  tried,  which  are  required  by  our  Lord, 
Matthew  xviii :  15-17.  "If  thy  brother  shall  trespass 
against  thee,  go  and  tell  him  of  his  fault  between  thee 
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and  him  alone  ;  if  he  shall  hear  tliee,  thou  hast  gained 
thy  brother.  But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take 
with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or 
three  witnesses  every  word  may  be  estsblished.  And  if 
he  shall  neglect  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the  church." 
This  shall  not  be  required,  if  the  prosecution  is  in  the 
name  of  the  church ;  but  nevertheless,  in  every  case  ef- 
forts should  be  made  by  private  conference  with  the  ac- 
cused, to  avoid  if  possible  the  necessity  of  actual  pro- 
cess. 

Akticle  144.  Members  of  the  church,  who  upon  be- 
ing convicted  of  an  offense  reject  the  admonitions  of 
the  Spiritual  Council,  or  of  the  Church  Judicatory  that 
found  them  guilty,  or  who  have  committed  an  act  of 
public  scandal,  shall  be  suspended  from  the  communion 
of  the  church.  Those  thus  suspended  shall  be  treated 
not  as  enemies,  but  as  erring  brethren,  and  shall  be  ad- 
monished as  such,  in  accordance  with  the  Apostolic  di- 
rection, II.  Thess.  iii:t)-15.  But  if  this  suspension  and 
these  admonitions  be  ineffectual,  offenders  shall  be  ex- 
-comraunicated.  "If  he  neglect  to  hear  the  church,  let 
him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican." 
Matthew  xviii :  17.  A  suspension  may  or  may  not  he 
announced  publicly  at  the  discretion  of  the  church  judi- 
catory that  tried  the  case ;  a  sentence  of  excommunica- 
tion, however,  shall  always  be  publicly  pronounced. 

Akticle  145.  If  a  member  after  admonition  by  the 
pastor  or  elders,  continue  to  neglect  his  duty  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  or  permanently  absent  himself  from 
public  worship  of  the  congregation,  such  conduct  shall 
be  considered  an  offense  against  the  church  and  render 
the  offender  liable  to  discipline.  But  if  he  has  estranged 
himself  from  the  church,  so  as  to  make  it  impossible  for 
the  Spiritual  Council  to  reach  hiiu,  his  name  shall  be 
erased  from  the  Church  Register. 

Akticle  146.  If  a  minister,  an  elder,  or  a  deacon, 
conmiits  an  offense  which  brings  dishonor  upon  the 
<;hurch,  or  is  punishable  in  the  criminal  courts,  he  shall 
upon  trial  and  conviction,  if  an  elder  or  a  deacon,  be  re- 
moved from  his  otKce  by  the  Spiritual  Council,  or  if  a 
minister,  by  his  classis.  In  case  of  a  minister,  the 
•Spiritual  Council  shall  temporarily  ])revent  him  from 
further  exercising  his  ministerial  functions,  and  refer 
him  at  once  to  classis  for  trial. 

Aktici  E  147.  If  an  ill  report  concerning  the  moral 
conduct  of  a  minister,  an  elder  or  a  deacon  be  in  circu- 
lation, the  Spiritual  Council  shall  institute  an  immediate 
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investigation,  and  proceed  as  the  interest  of  religion  and 
justice  to  tiie  individual  may  require.  If  the  Spiritual 
Council  neglect  to  investigate  ill  reports  concerning  a 
minister,  the  classis  or  its  executive  committee  shall  in- 
vestigate the  case,  without  waiting  to  be  requested  by 
the  Spiritual  Council.  But  if  classis  discover  that  the 
Spiritual  Council  is  already  occupied  with  it,  they  shall 
await  a  reasonable  time  the  result  of  this  inquir^^  No 
prosecution  based  on  evil  rumors  shall  be  instituted,  ex- 
cept a  particular  sin  or  sins  are  specified,  the  rumors  are 
general  and  extensively  circulated,  permanent  and  not 
transient,  and  are  accompanied  with  strong  presump- 
tion of  truth. 

Article  148.  If  a  pastor  be  suspended  or  deposed 
from  his  ministerial  office,  and  no  appeal  in  his  case  is 
pending,  the  relation  existing  between  him  and  his  pas- 
toral charge  is  thereby  dissolved,  and  the  church  court 
shall  declare  his  pulpit  vacant. 

Article  149.  Prosecutions  must  be  based  upon  writ- 
ten accusations,  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  party  plain- 
tiff, and  addressed  to  ihe  judicatory  having  jurisdiction 
in  the  case.  The  names  of  parties,  plaintiff  and  defen- 
dant, shall  be  clearly  stated  at  the  head  of  the  document. 
Each  offense  shall  be  set  forth  as  a  separate  charge^ 
clearly  and  unequivocally.  Each  charge  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  specifications,  setting  forth  the  facts  relied 
upon  to  sustain  it,  giving  as  near  as  possible,  the  time, 
place  and  circumstances  of  the  offense. 

If  a  prosecution  is  brought  by  an  individual  for  per- 
sonal injuries,  the  accusation  must  state  that  the  law  of 
the  church,  as  laid  down  in  Article  143  of  this  Constitu- 
tion and  in  Matthew  xviii :  15-17,  was  followed  and  ob- 
served by  him,  but  remained  unheeded  by  defendant; 
the  prosecutor  shall  also  state  in  his  accusation,  that  he 
has  good  and  sufficient  reason  to  believe  the  facts  set 
forth  in  his  accusation  to  be  true  and  correct,  and  that 
he  is  not  actuated  by  malice  or  ill-M'ill  in  making  the 
charge,  and  he  shall  sign  the  accusation  in  his  own 
proper  handwriting. 

Accusations  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  church,  shall 
be  signed  by  the  appointed  prosecutor  or  prosecutors  in 
their  official  capacity,  viz  :  "  N.  N.,  committee  appoint- 
ed by  N.  N.  for  the  prosecution  of  this  case."  If  an 
accusation  is  brought,  upon  an  investigation  of  public 
rumors,  this  fact  must  be  stated  therein,  together  with 
the  manner,  form  and  result  of  the  preliminarj'  investi- 
gation. 
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Artui.k  150.  Accusations  must  be  filed  in  duplicates 
with  the  stated  clerk  or  secretary  of  the  judicatory  to 
which  it  is  directed  ;  one  copy  thereof  to  be  for  the  use 
of  the  prosecution,  and  the  other  copy  for  the  use  of  the 
defense.  The  clerk  or  secretary  shall  immediately  in- 
form the  president  of  the  judicatory  of  the  filing  of  an 
accusation. 

If  an  accusation  be  against  the  clerk  or  secretary  of 
the  judicatory,  it  shall  be  tiled  with  the  presiding  otiicer, 
and  he  shall  proceed  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  clerk 
or  secretary,  until  another  clerk  or  secretary  is  appoint- 
ed for  the  occasion ;  and  if  it  is  against  the  presiding 
officer,  the  secretary  or  clerk  shall  proceed  to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  presiding  officer  in  the  case,  until  the 
judicatory  can  meet  and  appoint  a  presiding  officer  for 
the  cccasion. 

Akticle  151.  The  jiresident  of  the  court  in  which  an 
accusation  has  been  filed  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  in  case 
of  his  disqualification,  ttie  secretary  or  clerk,  shall  call  a 
meeting  of  said  court  for  the  hearing  of  the  case,  in.man- 
ner  and  form  as  such  court  is  usually  called  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  The  secretary  or  cl^-rk  of  the  court, 
or  in  case  of  disiiualification,  the  president,  shall  make 
out,  and  in  his  official  (capacity  sign  a  citation  directed  to 
the  defendant,  or  defendants  named  in  the  accusation, 
demanding  him  or  them  to  appear  in  said  court,  naming 
time  and  place,  and  to  answer  the  charge  or  (diarges 
contained  in  the  accusation.  Such  citation  and  one  of 
the  copies  of  the  accusation  filed  shall  be  served  on  the 
defendant,  or  defendants  by  hiinding  a  copy  of  the  cita- 
tion aiid  a  copy  of  the  accusation  to  each  defendant,  or 
leaving  them  at  his  last  known  place  of  residence,  with 
an  adult  member  of  his  family  or  household,  at  least  ten 
days  before  the  trial.  The  prosecutiim  shall  also  be  no- 
tified of  the  time  and  place  of  the  trial,  by  the  secretary 
or  clerk  of  the  court,  or  in  case  of  his  disipialification,  by 
the  president,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  hearing. 

Article  152.  Testimony  may  be  taken  by  either  party 
before  a  Notary  Public,  or  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  wit- 
nesses who  cannot  ajipear  at  the  trial  of  a  case  on  account 
of  distance,  ill-health,  or  other  unavoidable  circumstan- 
ces ;  providi'il,  the  party  in  whose  interest  the  testimony 
is  taken  notify  the  opposite  party  at  least  ten  days  pre- 
vious, when  and  where  the  testimony  is  to  be  taken,  and 
what  he  expects  to  prove.  The  opposite  party  may  be 
present  and  cross-examine  the  witnesses,  or  send  cross- 
questions,  which  shall  be  asked  and  answered  by  the 
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witness ;  the  Notary,  or  Justice  certifying  thereto  that 
said  witnesses  were  first  sworn,  or  affirmed  to  testify  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  in  the 
matter,  that  it  was  reduced  to  writing  by  him,  and  that 
it  wa-<  taken  at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the  notice, 
and  when  so  authenticated,  the  same  may  be  read  at 
any  and  all  stages  of  the  trial. 

Proceedings       on  Article  153.     If  the  accused  refuse  to  obey  the  sum- 

ntn-appearaiice.  mons,  he  shall  be  cited  a  second  time  to  appear  as  soon 
as  the  court  may  deem  reasonable,  not  less  than  ten 
days ;  and  if  he  still  refuse  to  appear,  he  shall  not  only 
be  liable  to  censure  for  contumacy,  but  the  court  may 
l^roceed  with  the  investigation  and  decision  of  the  case, 
as  though  he  were  present. 

Article  154.  The  President,  Clerk,  or  Secretary  of 
the  Church  Judicatory,  which  is  to  hear  the  case,  shall, 
when  requested,  issue  subpoenas,  requiring  the  witness- 
es named  therein  to  appear  before  said  judicatory  to  tes- 
tify in  the  case,  stating  therein  the  time  and  place  of  the 
hearing,  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  the  party  in  whose 
interest  they  are  expected  to  testify.  Such  subpoenas 
shall  be  served  by  handing  to  each  witness  required  to 
appear  a  copy  thereof,  or  by  leaving  the  copy  at  his 
place  of  residence  with  an  adult  member  of  the  family 
with  which  he  resides.  A  person,  disobeying  a  subpoena 
thus  issued  and  served,  is  guilty  of  disobedience  and 
contempt  of  court,  and  may  for  such  ofi'ense  be  suspend- 
ed from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  church,  or  repri- 
manded by  the  church  judicatory. 

Article  155. — Sec.  a.  Trials  shall  be  conducted  in 
open  or  secret  session,  as  the  majority  of  the  court  may 
determine. 

Sec.  b.  Exceptions  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  or 
the  qualification  of  any  of  its  members,  must  be  made 
immediately  after  the  court  is  opened,  either  before  or 
after  the  charge  or  charges  are  read,  and  questions  aris- 
ing in  regard  thereto  must  be  decided  before  proceeding 
with  the  hearing  of  the  case  ;  and  if  none  are  made,  all 
objections  shall  be  deemed  waived. 

Plea  or  answer.  Sec.  c.     After   the   jurisdiction   of   the  court  and  the 

qualification  of  its  members  are  settled,  or  no  objections 
thereto  have  been  raised,  and  the  charge  or  charges 
have  been  read  in  open  court,  the  defendant,  or  defend- 
ants must  enter  a  proper  plea  or  answer  to  each  charge ; 
a  refusal  to  plead  or  answer  shall  be  taken  as  a  plea  of 
not  guilty. 

Evidence.  Sec.  d.     If  facts  are  disputed,  or  evidence  is  needed  to 
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throw  more  light  upon  facts  not  disputed,  the  witnesses, 
after  being  sworn,  or  solemnly  affirmed  by  the  president, 
or  any  member  of  the  court  whom  he  may  appoint,  shall 
be  examined,  and  may  be  (TOSS-examined  by  the  oppo- 
site party.  In  the  examination  of  witnesses  and  pre- 
sentation of  the  law  and  the  evidence,  the  rules  of  the 
common-law  courts  shall  be  followed  as  nearly  as 
possible. 

Sec.  e.  All  persons,  whether  parties  or  otherwise,  are 
•competent  witnesses,  except  such  as  do  not  believe  in 
the  existence  of  God,  or  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments,  or  have  not  sufficient  intelligence  to  under- 
stand the  obligation  of  an  oath.  Any  witness  may  be 
challenged  for  incompetency,  and  the  judicatory  shall 
decide  the  question. 

Sec.  f.  a  member  of  the  judicatory  may  be  called 
upon  to  testify  in  a  case  which  comes  before  it.  He  shall 
be  (lualilied  as  other  witnesses  are,  and  after  having 
given  his  testimony,  may  immediately  resume  his  seat 
as  a  member  of  the  judicatory. 

Sec.  g.  Exceptions  to  any  of  the  rulings  of  the  court 
must  be  taken  at  the  time  they  are  made,  or  shortly 
thereafter,  while  the  same  subject  is  under  considera- 
tion. All  decisions  and  rulings  of  the  court,  to  which 
exceptions  are  taken,  as  well  as  the  objections,  shall  be 
distinctly  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  court,  to  be  avail- 
able in  case  of  an  appeal,  or  review. 

Sec.  II.  The  whole  proceedings,  and  all  the  evidence 
in  the  case,  shall  be  accurately  and  fully  recorded,  and 
copies  thereof  furnished  to  the  parties  promptly,  if  de- 
manded, at  their  expense.  The  fees  charged  for  copies 
of  the  record  and  papers  filed  in  a  case,  shall  not  be  more 
than  ten  cents  for  each  one  hundred  words  written,  in- 
cluding certificate  of  correctness  attached  to  the  copy. 

Article  156.  After  the  final  submission  of  the  cause, 
the  court  shall  retire  into  secret  session  for  consultation 
and  decision,  to  which  no  attorney,  prosecutor,  or  party 
interested,  shall  be  admitted.  Decisions  in  judicial  pro- 
ceedings must  be  rendered  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
members  of  the  court  present  during  the  entire  progress 
of  the  trial,  the  presiding  officer  having  no  vote,  except 
in  case  of  a  tie  lie  shall  liave  the  casting  vote.  A  sepa- 
rate vote  must  be  taken  on  each  (charge.  No  sentence 
of  excommunication  of  a  member,  suspension  or  deposi- 
tion of  a  minister,  elder,  or  deacon  from  office,  shall  be 
valid,  except  by  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers voting.     Decision  and  sentence  of  the  court  shall  be 
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publicly  pronounced  by  the  president,  in  the  presence  of 
the  defendant  or  defendants,  in  case  of  their  appearance  ; 
under  all  circumstances,  it  shall  be  read  in  open  court. 
Exceptions  thereto,  motions  for  a  new  trial  or  for  a  miti- 
gation of  sentence,  shall  at  once  be  heard  and  decided. 
Decision,  sentence,  exceptions,  further  proceedings 
thereon,  and  notices  of  appeal,  shall  be  duly  recorded  in 
the  minutes  of  the  trial,  in  the  order  they  occur. 

Article  157. — Sec.  a.  Any  member  of  the  church,  in 
good  and  regular  standing,  shall  have  the  right  of  com- 
plaint by  petition  directed  to  any  of  the  church  judica- 
tories for  grievances,  other  than  those  that  necessitate 
an  accusation  and  a  judicial  proceeding  by  trial ;  provid- 
ed, that  due  notice  is  given  to  the  party  complained  of. 

Sec.  b.  Such  complaints  shall  be  duly  examined  by 
the  court  and  disposed  of  as  it  may  deem  right  and  pro- 
per, giving  all  parties  concerned  ample  notice,  time  and 
opportunity  for  hearing,  so  that  a  just,  correct  and  intel- 
ligent conclusion  may  be  reached. 

Sec.  c.  If  the  complaint  is  against  an  individual  or 
individuals,  and  of  such  a  nature  that  a  judicial 
proceeding  by  trial  must  be  had  to  meet  the  aims  and 
ends  of  right  and  justice,  the  judicatory  having  the 
matter  under  consideration  shall  inform  the  complainant, 
that  his  remedy  is  by  judicial  proceeding. 

Sec.  d  If  the  official  act,  or  decision  of  an  officer  of 
the  church,  is  the  ground  of  complaint,  the  complaint 
shall  be  brought  before  the  judicatory  in  whose  name  or 
authority  he  acted,  and  the  said  officer  shall  be  served 
with  an  exact  copy  of  this  complaint,  at  least  ten  days 
before  it  is  heard. 

Sec.  e.  If  the  official  decision  of  a  church  judicatory 
is  complained  of,  the  complaint  shall  be  brought  in  the 
next  higher  court;  such  complaint,  and  the  reasons 
therefore,  must  be  filed  with  the  stated  clerk  or  secre- 
tary of  the  body  complained  of,  within  thirty  days  after 
the  decision  was  rendered.  The  clerk  or  secretary 
shall  thereupon  notify  the  president  of  the  judica- 
tory, who  shall  appoint  a  committee  to  defend  the  action 
of  such  judicatory,  and  such  complaint  shall  be,  bj^  the 
secretary  or  clerk,  entered  upon  the  records  for  trans- 
mission to  the  next  higher  tribunal,  and  such  complaint 
shall  be  heard  at  its  next  session,  unless  thirty  days 
have  not  intervened  between  the  filing  of  such  com- 
plaint and  the  session  of  said  higher  tribunal. 

Sec.  f.  If  an  appeal  is  taken  from  the  decision  of  a 
court  in  a  case  of  complaint,  the  court  that  rendered  the 


189 


decision  sluill  be  the  respondent  and  defend  its  position 
in  the  appellate  (.-onrt,  by  and  through  such  representa- 
tive as  said  respondent  may  deem  proper  to  appoint — 
said  representatives,  however,  being  ministers  or  elders 
of  the  church. 

Article  158. — Sec.  a.  A  party  to  a  judicial  case,  or 
complaint,  who  feels  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  a 
lower  court,  may,  unless  the  action  be  necessarily  final, 
appeal  to  the  next  higher  court. 

Sec.  b.  Irregularity  in  the  proceedings;  refusal  to 
entertain  an  appeal,  or  complaint;  refusal  of  reason- 
able indulgence  to  a  party  on  trial ;  receiving  improper, 
or  declining  to  receive  important  testimony ;  disregard 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  or  of  a  preponderance  of 
unimpeachable  evidence;  undue  haste;  manifestation 
of  prejudice  in  the  conduct  of  the  cause;  mistake  or  in- 
justice in  the  decision,  or  in  any  of  the  rulings  of  the 
court  in  matters  appertaining  to  the  case,  or  undue  se- 
verity of  sentence,  are  good  and  suHicient  reasons  for  an 
appeal. 

Sec.  c.  Notice  of  an  appeal  must  be  filed  in  open 
court  before  the  close  of  the  session,  and  within  thirty 
days  after  adjournment  of  court,  the  reasons  for  such 
appeal  must  be  filed  with  the  stated  clerk  or  secretary 
of  the  court  appealed  from. 

Sec.  d.  The  stated  clerk  or  secretary  of  the  judica- 
tory appealed  from,  shall  file  with  the  stated  clerk  of 
the  appellate  court,  the  records  and  papers  filed  in  a 
case,  in  which  an  appeal  was  regularly  taken,  or  a  cer- 
tified copy  thereof,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  the 
next  stated  session  of  said  appellate  court. 

Sec  e.  An  appeal  arrests  the  execution  of  a  sen- 
tence;  but  if  the  sentence  be  suspension,  deposition  or 
excommunicatiDH,  it  shall  remain  in  force  until  finally 
reversed. 

Article  159. — Si;c.  .\.  All  cases  of  appeal,  of  which 
the  records  and  papers,  or  certified  copies  thereof,  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  stated  clerk  of  the  appellate 
court,  shall  be  called  up  by  him  as  soon  as  possilile 
after  permanent  organization  of  the  court;  he  shall 
state  the  names  of  the  original  j^arties,  read  the  accusa- 
tion or  complaint  and  the  decision  and  sentence,  state 
the  names  of  the  appellants  and  aiipcllees.  and  read  the 
reasons  filed  for  the  appeal. 

Sec  b.  In  case  the  secretary  or  stated  clerk  of  the 
lower  court,  failed  to  file  the  records  of  an  appeal,  as 
provided  in  the  previous  article  of  this  constitution,  he 
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shall  be  reprimanded  by  the  court,  and  referred  to  his 
judicatory  for  punishment;  and  the  appellant  or  ap- 
pellee may  furnish  a  copy  thereof,  certified  to  as  being 
correct  by  the  clerk  of  the  lower  court,  and  such  shall 
be  taken,  as  if  it  had  been  filed  by  the  clerk. 

Sec.  c.  The  appellant  shall  appear  in  person,  or  by 
counsel,  before  the  appellate  court  on  or  before  the  close 
of  the  second  day's  sessions  of  its  stated  meeting,  next 
ensuing  the  date  of  the  filing  of  his  notice  of  appeal, 
and  shall  lodge  an  additional  copy  of  his  appeal, 
and  specifications  of  the  errors  alleged,  with  the  clerk 
of  the  appellate  court  within  the  time  above  specified. 
If  he  fails  to  do  so  and  to  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court  that  he  was  unvoidably  prevented  from  so  doing, 
his  appeal  shall  be  considered  abandoned,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  lower  court  stands.  The  court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  hear  an  appeal,  the  appellee  appearing  or  not, 
except  it  appears  that  notice  of  appeal  was  not  served 
on  him  properly. 

Sec.  d.  No  testimony,  which  has  not  been  brought 
before  the  lower  court,  shall  be  admitted  in  the  higher 
court  in  the  hearing  of  an  appeal,  except  by  the  consent 
of  both  parties.  If  new  evidence  arises,  which  is  likely 
to  alter  the  aspect  of  the  case  materially,  it  must  be 
sent  back  to  the  lower  court  for  a  new  investigation. 

Sec.  e.  After  an  appeal  is  called  up  and  stated  by 
the  clerk,  the  presiding  oflicer  of  the  court  shall  appoint 
a  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of 
all  the  records  and  papers  in  the  case,  examine  the 
same  thoroughly  and  report  thereon  : 

(1)  Whether  or  not  the  appeal  is  regular  and  ready 
for  hearing. 

(2)  Propose  to  the  court  the  day  and  hour  the  appeal 
shall  be  heard. 

(3)  The  time  to  be  granted  each  party  to  present  the 
case. 

Sec.  f.  When  the  time  appointed  for  the  hearing  of 
an  appeal  arrives,  it  shall  have  precedence  over  all 
other  business,  and  shall  be  heard  in  manner  following : 

(1)  The  papers  and  record  in  the  case,  from  begin- 
ning, shall  be  read  in  proper  order,  except  what  may  be 
omitted  by  consent. 

(2)  The  parties  shall  be  heard,  the  appellant  open- 
ing and  closing. 

(3)  The  vote  shall  then  be  separately  taken,  without 
debate,  on  each  specification,  the  question  being  taken 
in  form  :  "Shall  the  specification  be  sustained?"  The 
specification  being  read  by  the  clerk   and  the  question 
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put  by  the  president,  the  roll  shall  be  called,  and  the 
vote  taken.  If  no  one  of  the  speoilications  be  sus- 
tained, and  no  error  found,  the  judgment  of  the  inferior 
court  shall  be  atiirmed.  If  one  or  more  errors  be  found, 
the  appellate  court  shall  determine  whether  the  judg- 
ment of  the  lower  judicatory  shall  be  reversed,  or  mod- 
ified, or  the  case  remanded  for  a  new  trial ;  and  the 
judgment,  accompanied  with  a  recital  of  the  error  or  er- 
rors found,  shall  be  entered  on  the  record.  If  the  judi- 
catory deem  it  wise,  an  explanatory  minute  may  be 
adopted,  which  shall  be  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  case. 

Sec.  (i.  The  parties  to  a  case,  and  those  Mho  acted  as 
prosecutors,  attorneys,  counselors,  or  representatives 
of  plaintifl"  or  defendant,  and  also  those  who  voted  on 
the  decision  of  a  case  in  any  of  the  lower  courts,  shall 
have  no  vote  in  the  appellate  court  in  the  review  of  a 
judicial  case,  on  any  question  touching  the  same.  In  the 
revision,  however,  of  any  other,  except  a  judicial  case, 
every  member  of  said  appellate  court  shall  have  the 
right  to  vote. 

Sec.  h.     The  decision  of   the  last  court  to  which  an 
appeal  is  taken  is  valid  and  binding. 
RESTORATION. 

Article  160.  ^lembers  of  the  church,  deacons, 
elders,  licentiates  or  ministers,  who  are  under  discip- 
line, may  be  reinstated  either  by  the  church  court, 
which  disciplined  them,  or  with  its  official  consent  by  a 
co-ordinate  church  court;  provided,  however,  the  evi- 
dence of  their  repentance  and  amendment  is  satisfactory. 
The  reinstatement  of  a  minister  shall  not  be  final,  until 
it  is  approved  by  synod. 

A  minister,  who  has  been  deposed  for  the  sin  of  adul- 
tery or  fornication,  or  for  any  offense  that  affixes  a  pub- 
lic scandal  to  his  character,  which  no  after  repentance 
can  remove,  ought  not  to  be  restored  to  the  ministry. 

Article  161.  If  a  minister  be  not  excommunicated, 
he  shall  be  considered  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  lay- 
member,  and  classis  shall  furnish  him  with  a  certificate 
to  any  congregation,  with  which  he  may  desire  to  con- 
nect himself,  in  which  shall  be  stated  his  exact  relation 
to  the  church. 

Article  162.  All  laws  and  ordinances  heretofore 
passed  or  adopted  by  any  judicatory  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  and  now  considered  valid 
and  in  force,  that  are  not  in  harmony  with,  or  are  con- 
trary to  any  of  the  articles  and  provisions  of  this  con- 
stitution, are  hereby  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 


Manner    of  decid- 
ing it. 


Excluded     from 
voting  on  appeal. 


Decision      to      be 
final. 


Restoration. 


Rights  of  a  Minis- 
ter not  e.\com- 
municated. 


Repealing  clause. 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
reported  in  item  11  that  a  special  committee  was  continued, 
having  been  raised  in  1884,  under  item  10  in  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes,  with  in- 
structions to  report  to  this  synod.  Thereupon  the  committee 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

Your  committee  would  report  that  the  two  items  of  an  over- 
ture of  Philadelphia  Classis  to  General  Synod,  (Min.  1884, 
page  87)  inadvertently  omitted  at  the  meeting  at  Baltimore, 
on  which  a  deliverance  is  asked  for,  are  as  follows  : 

b.)  The  reception  of  persons  into  the  church  by  re-profes- 
sion. 

G.)  The  appointment  of  a  day  as  an  annual  day  of  prayer 
for  colleges  and  seminaries. 

b.)  The  constitution  xjrescribes  three  different  modes  of  re-- 
ceiving  persons  into  membership  of  the  church,  namely,  (1,) 
by  baptism  and  confirmation,  (2,)  on  the  presentation  of  a 
certificate  of  dismissal  from  an  acknowledged  ecclesiastical 
body,  and  (3,)  in  the  absence  of  such  credentials,  by  re-pro- 
fession. 

In  reference  to  the  latter  mode,  the  practice  amongst  us 
greatly  varies.  In  some  churches  such  applicants  become 
members  by  simply  paying  a  fixed  amount  annually  for  its 
support.  In  other  instances  the  name  of  the  applicant  is  pre- 
sented to  the  consistory  and  a  resolution  passed  as  to  their 
admissibility  or  inadmissibility,  the  i^ersons  themselves  never 
appearing  before  the  spiritual  council,  or  the  congregation, 
thus  remaining  comparative  strangers  to  both. 

In  reference  to  this  item  your  committee  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  all  persons  applying  for  admission  into  the 
church,  having  no  valid  certificate  of  church  membership, 
shall  be  strictly  examined  as  to  their  moral  and  spiritual 
qualifications  before  they  are  admitted,  by  the  spiritual  coun- 
cil, and  that  their  reception  thereafter  be  accomplished  for- 
mally by  the  pastor,  in  the  presence  of  either  the  congrega- 
tion or  the  spiritual  council.    Furthermore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  a  suitable  formula  be  prepared  for  the  re- 
ception of  persons  to  church  membership   by  re-profession, 
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and  tluit  tlie  same  be   hereal'ter  unilormly  used  on  such  oc- 
casions. 

c.)  In  regard  to   the   other  item,  your   committee   recom- 
mend the  following  action,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  pastors  and  members  of  our  church  be 
earnestly  re( [nested  to  remember  in  their  pul)lic  and  private 
praj'ers  all  literary  and  theological  institutions,  but  especially 
those  of  our  own  communion,  imploring  the  Holy  Spirit  so  to 
inlluence  their  teachers  and  students,  as  to  promote  true 
knowledge  and  the  cause  of  Christ  in  general. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  GEHK, 

Chairman. 


Mercersburg  Classis,  as  reported  during  Monday  afternoon 
session,  in  item  19,  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
English  Classes,  requested  General  Synod  to  give  a  deliver- 
ance in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  Article  49  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Church,  with  a  special  reference  to  the  time  of 
electing  delegates  by  classis  to  synod. 
On  motion,  the  following  deliverance  was  adopted: 
Resolved.^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  General  Synod  that 
Article  49  of  the  Constitution  does  not  require  that  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates  to  higher  judicatories  by  the  classes  be  de- 
ferred until  all  other  business  has  been  transacted,  as  the  con- 
stitution simply  enumerates  the  items  of  l)usiness  to  be  at- 
tended to,  and  does  not  define  the  order  in  which  they  shall 
be  taken  up. 


THE  DIRECTORY  OE  WORSIIII'. 

1.     Distribution  of  Directory  of  Worship. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  8  that 
the  stated  clerk  was  instructed  to  forward  one  copy  of  the 
Directory  of  Worship  to  each  of  the  stated  clerks  of  the  re- 
spective classes,  and  to  inform  said  clerks  by  letter  in  regard 
to  the  further  action  of  the  synod  on  the  subject.  In  response 
the  ibllowing  report  was  received  and  adopted  : 
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It  is  hereby  reported  that,  in  accordance  with  the  action  of 
the  last  General  Synod  in  the  matter,  through  the  efficient 
co-operation  of  Mr.  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Chairman  of  the 
Publishing  Committee,  a  copy  of  the  Directory  of  Worship 
was  forwarded  to  each  stated  clerk  of  the  respective  classes, 
accompanied  by  an  explanatory  circular  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Kelker.  I  also  informed  each  of  said  clerks  by  circular  letter 
respecting  the  further  action  of  the  synod  on  the  subject  in 
question. 

As  to  the  number  of  copies  circulated  or  sold,  I  can  not 
speak  definitely,  but  I  presume  this  fact  will  be  reported  by 
the  Publishing  Committee,  or  indicated  in  the  report  of  the 
treasurer  of  synod. 

Resjiectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER, 
Stated  Clerk. 


2.     Report  o?i  Puhlicatiou  of  Directory  of   Worship. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morn- 
ing session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  18  the  reception  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  of  the  Directory 
of  Worship,  and  also  a  supplement  exhibiting  the  vote  of  the 
several  classes  on  the  question  of  the  constitutional  adoption 
or  rejection  of  the  Directory  of  Worship.  The  report,  hav- 
ing been  first  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  English  Classes,  was  read  during  the  morning  session  on 
Monday,  and  adopted ;  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Unit- 
ed States: 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — The  undersigned  sur- 
viving members  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Synod  of  1884  ''to  take  charge  of  the  publication  of  all  future 
editions  of  the  Directory  of  Worship,  and  to  whom  were 
transferred  the  remaining  copies  of  the  first  edition  of  the 
Directory  of  Worship  to  dispose  of  them  at  such  place  and 
upon  such  conditions  as  may  seem  best  in  their  judgment," 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  thus  vested  in  them, 
and  with  a  view  to  fulfill  the  instructions  of  General  Synod, 
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they  on  the  17th  of  April,  1885,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
stated  clerk  of  each  ol'  tiie  lit'ty-two  classes,  ol'  whicli  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy : 

Dkar  Brother: — If  your  classis  has  already  either  ap- 
proved or  rejected  the  Directory  of  Worship  for  the  Reform- 
ed Church  in  the  United  States,  approved  by  General  8ynod 
at  Baltimore,  in  May,  1884,  please  send  us  a  certified  copy  of 
their  action  in  the  premises. 

If  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  thereon,  please  advise  us 
without  delay,  in  the  manner  aforesaid  oi'  the  action  which 
may  be  taken  at  your  approaching  annual  meeting.  We  ask 
particular  attention  to  this  request,  as  it  is  exceed! rifjlj/  im- 
portant that  we  should  i)0ssess  the  information  sought,  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Address  your  reply  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  at 
Ilarrisburg,  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Yours  in  Christian  fellowship  and  love. 

RUDOLPH  F.  KELKER, 
LEWIS  11.  STEINER, 
THOMAS  J.  CRARi, 
BEXJAMIN  KUHNS. 
Snrviving  memhers  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Di- 
rectory of   Worship  appointed  by  General  Synod. 

On  the  14th  day  of  October,  1885,  replies  having  by  that 
time  been  received  from  all  the  classes  excepting  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  committee  met  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  Pres- 
ent, Elders  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  I).,  Benjamin  Kuhns,  C'in-is- 
tian  G.  Gross,  Treasurer  of  General  S3^nod,in  the  place  of  his 
sainted  father  then  lately  deceased,  and  Rudolph  F.  Kelker, 
chairman.  A  letter  was  received  and  read  from  Elder  Thom- 
as J.  Craig,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend.  On  examining 
the  official  returns  of  the  respective  classes,  they  were  found 
to  be  as  follows : 

I.    SvNoi)  IN  TMK  United  States — !)  Classes. 

Approved  by  I]ast  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Philadelphia, 
Lancaster,  West  Sus((uehanna,  Goshenhoppen,  Tohickon  and 
Lehigh.    8. 

The  (-lassis  of  East  Sustpiehanna  has  posti)()ned  action  un- 
til its  meeting  in  188(i. 
10 
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II.    The  Synod  of  Ohio. — 10  Classes. 
Approved^by  Miami,  Lancaster,  Tuscarawas,  Tiffin,  Eastern 
Ohio,  Northern^  Illinois,  Shelby,  Iowa,  St.  Joseph  and  Kan- 
sas.    10. 

III.  Synod  of  Northwest. — 9  Classes. 

Approved  by  Zion's,  Minnesota,  Nebraska  and  Chicai>o.    4. 

Rejected  by  Sheboygan,  Milwaukee,Ursinus  and  Missouri.   4. 

Abstained  from  voting,  Indiana.  1.  "This  classis  declined 
to  vote  for  or  against  an  English  liturgy,  and  leaves  it  to  the 
decision  of  those  classes  in  which  an  English  liturgy  is  re- 
quired." 

IV.  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. — 5  Classes. 

Approved  by  Westmoreland,  Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  Somerset 
and  Allegheny.     5. 

y.    Synod  of  the  Potomac. — 10  Classes. 

Approved  by  Zion's,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Gettysburg,  Juniata  and  Portland-Oregon.     7. 

Approved  conditionally  by  Carlisle.     1. 

Rejected  by  Mercersburg.    1. 

Unheard  from,  San  Francisco.    1. 

VI.    German  Synod  of  the  East. — 5  Classes. 

Approved  by  New  York,  German  Philadelphia,  and  West 
Penns3dvania.     3. 

Rejected  by  West  New  York  and  German  Maryland.    2. 
VII.    Central  Synod. — 4  Classes. 

Approved  by  Heidelberg  and  St.  John's.     2. 

Reijected  by  Erie.    1. 

Abstained  from  voting,  Cincinnati.  1.  "Abstained  from 
voting  on  an  English  edition  of  the  Directory  of  Worship." 

SUMMARY. 
Number  of  classes  in  existence  at  the  time  of  meeting  of  General 

Synod  in  1884 52 

Number  of  classes  required  by  the  Constitution  to  make  the  Direc- 
tory of  Worship  an  ordinance  of  the  church  (two-thirds) 35 

Number  approved 39 

Number  rejected 8 

Number  approved  conditionally  1 

Not  yet  reported 2 

Abstained  from  voting 2 

Total 52 
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More  than  the  required  number  of  classes  having  voted  to 
approve  the  Directory,  the  following  resolution  was  olfered 
by  Elder  L.  H.  Steiner  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  have  subsequent  editions  of  the  Di- 
rectory of  Worship  printed  and  bound  whenever  the  demand 
for  copies  over  and  above  the  number  now  on  hand  may  jus- 
tify such  i)ublication. 

The  chairman  reported  that  live  hundred  and  eighty-one 
copies  of  the  edition  printed  for  use  of  General  Synod  re- 
mained on  hand,  and  lie  was  unanimously  directed  to  have 
two  hundred  of  the  same  bound  in  cloth  and  the  remainder 
in  imitation  morocco.  The  price  of  those  to  be  bound  in 
cloth  was  fixed  at  fifty  cents,  and  in  imitation  morocco  at  one 
dollar  per  c(?py. 

The  chairman  was  also  authorized  to  place  the  Directory 
on  sale  at  Philadelphia,  Cleveland  and  Dayton  as  soon  as  ar- 
rangements could  be  made.  All  moneys  arising  from  the  sale 
thereof  payable  to  Christian  G.  Gross,  treasurer  of  General 
Synod,  (P.  O.  box  1226,)  3716  Haverford  St.,  Philadelphia. 

The  traveling  expenses  of  Elders  Kuhns,  Gross  and  Steiner, 
were  then  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  General  Synod,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  forty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($46.50)  and  were 
immediately  donated  by  them  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  committee,  the  chair- 
man made  the  following  disposition  of  the  remaining  copies 
of  the  Directory  of  Worship  after  they  had  been  bound,  the 
various  publication  houses  receiving  them,  to  sell  them  at  the 
prices  fixed  by  the  committee,  and  to  account  for  the  proceeds 
to  Elder  Christian  G.  Gross,  treasurer  of  General  Synod. 

To  Reformed  Publication  Board,  Philadelpfiia,  Rev.  Charle.s  G.  Fislier, 
Superintendent,  viz: 

1.     110  copies  (cloth)  at  50  cents. .t55  00 

One-third  off 18  33 

$36  67 

231  copies  (im.  Morocco)  at  .$1 |231  00 

One-fourth  off 57  75 

173  25 

$209  92 
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2.  Reformed  Publishing  Co,  Dayton,  Oiiio,  viz: 

132  copies  (im.  Morocco)  at  $1 !f;i32  00 

One-fourth  off 33  00 

99  00 

68  copies  (cloth)  at  50  cents $34  00 

One-third  off 11  33 

22  67 

$121  67 

3.  German  Publishing  House,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Rev.  A. 
Beclier,  Agt.,  viz : 

12  copies  (im.  Morocco)  at  $1 $12  00 

One  fourth  ofF 3  00 

9  00 

12  copies  (cloth)  at  50  cents $6  00 

One-third  off 2  00 

4  00 

$13  00 

$344  59 

4.  The  chairman  sold  for  cash  a  few  copies  for  $6.59  net. 

This  sum  was  applied  towards  the  expenses  paid  by  him  for 
expressage,  telegrams,  and  boxing  and  shipping  the  books. 

The  treasurer  of  synod  paid  Lane  S.  Hart  for  binding,  in 
full,  $205.00. 

The  committee  would  add  that,  by  an  official  letter  received 
by  the  chairman  dated  June  IS,  1SS6,  East  Susquehanna  Clas- 
sis  had  rejected  the  Directory. 

The  committee  record  with  profound  sorrow  the  departure 
from  this  life  of  two  of  their  members,  viz :  Elder  William 
D.  Gross  and  Elder  Thomas  J.  Craig.  They  now  rest  from 
their  labors  and  sleep  in  Jesus.  Their  love  for  the  Reformed 
Church  was  evinced  by  their  assiduous  devotion  for  many 
years  to  her  interests,  both  local  and  general.  Unblemished 
in  their  reputation,  they  have  left  a  bright  and  shining  exam- 
ple worthy  of  imitation  by  all  who  love  the  Savior's  name, 
Respectfullv  submitted. 

RUDOLPH  F.  KELKER, 
LEWLS  H.  STEINER, 
CHRISTIAN  G.  GROSS, 
BENJAMIN  KUHNS. 

Committee. 
Harrisburg,  May  20,  1887. 
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3.     Constitutional  Adoption  of  Directory  of  Worship. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Englisli  Classes, 
during  the  evening  session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  2, 
«,)  the  names  of  the  chisses  approving  the  adoption  of  the 
Directory  of  Worsliip,  and  h^)  of  those  disapproving  thereof. 
This  item,  together  with  the  supplement  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  of  the  Directory  of 
Worship,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
the  chairmen  of  the  committees  on  minutes  of  classes  and  of 
the  committees  on  minutes  of  district  synods,  namely :  Kevs. 
Dr.  William  Rupp,  Dr.  Peter  Greding,  Dr.  Edmund  R.  Esch- 
bach,  John  F.  Busche,  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  John  A. 
Peters,  John  M.  Kendig,  John  H.  Stepler  and  Charles  F. 
Kriete. 

This  committee,  during  the  morning  session  on  Tuesday, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

Your  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  official 
report  of  the  committee  having  in  charge  the  publication  of 
the  Directory  of  Worship,  together  with  certilicates  of  the 
stated  clerks  of  the  classes,  addressed  to  said  committee,  and 
certifying  the  action  of  the  classes  on  the  Directory  of  Wor- 
ship, would  respectfully  report,  that  having  examined  these 
documents,  they  find  tliat  thirty-nine  classes  have  voted  to 
approve  of  the  Directory  of  Worship,  nine  classes  have  voted 
to  disapprove  of  the  same,  four  classes  have  abstained  from 
voting,  and  one  classis  has  not  been  heard  from. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  RUPP,  Chairman. 


Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  report,  on 
motion,  tlie  following  action  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  Directory  of  AVorship  has  received  the 
affirmative  vote  of  the  number  of  classes  required  by  the  con- 
stitution for  adoption  of  an  ordinance  in  the  church  ;  tlierefore 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Directory  of  Worsliip  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  constitutionally  adopted  as  the  Directory  of 
Worship  in  the  Reformed  Cliurch  in  the  United  States. 
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4.     Committee  on  Puhlication  of  Directory  of  Worship. 
Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Lewis  PI.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Frederick,  Md. 
Benjamin  Kulins,  Daj^ton,  Ohio. 
Christian  G.  Gross,*  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


St.  John's  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  German  Classes  in  item  8,  J,)  overtures  Gener- 
al Synod  to  have  a  free  German  translation  made  of  the 
Directory  of  Worship.     On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved.,  That  the  request  be  granted,  and  that  Rev.  Dr. 
Nicholas  Gehr,  Dr.  Peter  Greding  and  Prof.  John  Van  Haag- 
en  be  appointed  to  translate  the  Directory  of  Worship,  and 
report  the  translation  in  printed  form  to  the  next  General 
Synod. 


REPORT   ON   PREPARATION   OF   ENGLISH   HYMN   BOOK. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  9  that 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  new  English  Hymn 
Book  for  the  whole  English  portion  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States.  Thereupon  the  committee  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  undersigned  members  of  said  committee  beg  leave  to 
report :  That  having  received  no  call  for  a  meeting  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Dr.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  after  waiting  for 
nearly  two  years,  we  were,  upon  inquiry,  informed  by  the 
stated  clerk  that  the  chairman  had  resigned  as  a  member  of 
the  committee. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  remainder  of  the  committee, 
in  view  of  the  short  time  remaining,  felt  unwilling  to  proceed 
in  so  great  a  work. 

Your  committee,  however,  take  pleasure  in  reporting  to 
your  reverend  body   that  the  Revs.   John  M.   Schick  and 

*NoTE.— By  some  oversight,  the  General  Synod  took  no  action  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  the  permanent  Committee  on  Publication  of  the  Directory  of  Worship,  caused  by 
the  death  of  Wm.  D.  Gross  and  Thos.  J.  Craig.  But  as,  according  to  the  action  of 
synod  in  1884,  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  is  to  be  a  member  thereof,  the  name  of 
the  present  treasurer  was  added. — Stated  Clerk. 
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Hiram  King  have  prepared  a  collection  of  hymns  from 
the  "Reformed  Hymnal,"  and  "Hymns  for  the  Reformed 
Ohnrch,""  numbering  580  hymns,  which  is  respectfully  pre- 
sented for  your  consideration. 

We  would  also  respectfully  ask  to  be  relieved  from  further 
service  on  this  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  KEN  DIG, 
JAMES  I.  GOOD. 


On  motion,  in  this  connection,  the  ibllowing  resolution  was 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  collection  of  hymns  selected  by  Revs. 
John  M.  Schick  and  Hiram  King,  and  reported  by  the  hymn 
book  committee  appointed  by  the  synod  in  1884,  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee  to  report  some  action  in  regard  thereto. 

This  special  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Calvin  S.  Gerhard, 
John  0.  Bowman,  Dr.  John  A^ogt,  and  Elders  Ephraim  B. 
Shuey  and  Robert  Bell. 

This  committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday, 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Hymn  Book,  presented  by  a  mem- 
ber of  synod,  respectfully  report  that  in  their  judgment,  the 
subject  is  too  important  to  be  finally  acted  upon  at  this  meet- 
ing of  synod,  as  the  time  is  too  brief  to  make  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  l)ook.  AVe  therefore  recommend  the 
following : 

Resolved.,  Tiiat  a  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Harry  M. 
Kielfer,  John  A.  Hotriieins,  John  M.  Schick  and  Dr.  H.  H. 
W.  Ilibschman  be  appointed,  to  whom  the  book  under  con- 
sideration be  referred  for  examination,  with  instructions  to 
present  a  hymnal  to  the  next  General  Synod  for  ai)proval, 
consisting  either  of  the  book  before  us,  or  such  a  collection  as 
the  committee  deem  best  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States. 

We  furtiier  report  that  the  pajjeron  hymnology,  referred  to 
to  your  committee,  has  been  carefully  considered,  and  that  its 
contents  do  not  require  any  action  at  our  hands. 
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The  overture  from  Lebanon  Classis,  requesting  the  General 

Synod  to  prepare  an  English  hymn  book  for  the  use  of  the 

whole  church,  is  covered  in  our  lirst  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  S.  GERHARD, 

J.  C.  BOWMAN, 

J.  VOGT, 

E.  B.  SHUEY, 

ROBERT  BELL. 

Committee. 
On  motion, 

Remlvfd.,   That  the  thanks  of  this  synod  be  tendered  to 

Rev.  Jolm  M.  Schick  for  his  labors  in  the  preparation  of  a 

hvmn  book. 


DIGEST   OF   DECISIONS    OF   SYNODS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  atternoon  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  12 
that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  "  a  digest  of  the 
decisions  of  the  several  synods  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  having  appellate  or  original  jurisdiction  on 
questions  of  doctrine,  morals,  customs  and  constitutional 
interpretation."  (Min.  1884,  page  97.)  On  motion,  this  item 
was  laid  on  the  table  until  the  said  committee  report,  and  the 
president  of  synod  (Rev.  Geo.  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D.)  was 
appointed  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 

The  committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday, 
submitted  tlie  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

Your  committee  on  preparation  of  a  Digest  of  the  decisions 
of  the  several  synods  for  the  use  of  the  church,  would  report 
that,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances,  the  committee  was 
never  called  together,  and  notliing  has  been  done  in  the  way 
of  such  preparation.  Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  WELKER, 
EDMUND  R.  ESCHBACH. 


On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted  with  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  of  a  digest  and  committee  thereon  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  on  a  digest  of  the  decisions 
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of  the  several  synods  be  reorganized  and  be  composed  of 
seven  members ;  and  that  this  committee  report  their  work 
to  the  next  General  Synod. 

The  committee,  as  appointed,  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  George 
W.  Welker,  Dr.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Reiter, 
John  P.  Stein,  Elder  Christian  M.  Boiish,  Revs.  Ellis  N. 
Kremer  and  Cvrus  Cort. 


REFORMATION   FESTIVAL. 

The  Central  Synod,  as  reported  in  item  2  by  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  said  synod,  during  the  evening 
session  on  Monday,  requested  t  he  General  Synod  "  to  desist " 
from  changing  the  time  of  the  Reformation  Festival. 

With  respect  to  tliis  request,  on  motion,  the  following 
action  Avas  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That,  while  the  General  Synod  continues  its 
recommendation  for  Reformation  Day,  as  made  at  Baltimore 
in  1884,  it  is  not  to  be  construed  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere 
with  the  freedom  of  the  brethren  of  the  Central  Synod  in 
retaining  their  custom  of  celebrating  the  Reformation  on  the 
31st  of  October. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  in  the 
United  States,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Thursday, 
reported  in  item  4  that  said  synod  petitioned  General  Synod 
to  set  apart  Reformation  Day  for  special  otferings  in  aid  of 
theological  education.  This  item  was  adopted,  and  the  sub- 
ject matter  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  John  A.  Peters  and  Elder 
Christian  M.  Boush. 

This  committee  reported,  during  tlie  morning  session  on 
Tuesday,  when  item  10  in  the  report  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  ^MinuteiTol"  English  Classes,  having  reference  to  special 
collections  on  Reformation  Day  in  aid  of  theological  educa- 
tion, was  taken  up  and  considered  in  connection  with  this 
rei)()rt.     The  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  IbHows : 

The  committee  to  wliom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Synod  in  the  United  States,  (Min.  1886,  page  81,)  that  si)ecial 
collections  be  taken  on  Reformation  Day  in  aid  of  theological 
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education,  and  kindred  items,  beg  to  report  the  following- 
recommendations  : 

That  the  churches  within  the  bounds  of  this  synod  be 
earnestly  requested  to  take  up  contributions  at  their  celebra- 
tion of  Reformation  Day  on  the  third  Sunday  in  January  (or 
any  other  day  they  may  adopt,)  in  aid  of  the  theological 
schools  of  our  church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER, 
JOHN  A.  PETERS, 
CHRISTIAN  M.  BOUSH. 

Committee. 


WICHITA    CLASSIS    AND    A    NEW    SYNOD   AUTHORIZED,    &C. 

Wichita  Classis,  as  reported  in  item  6,  by  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes,  during  the  morn- 
ing session  on  Monday,  asked  General  Synod  to  be  enrolled 
and  recognized  as  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Synod.  Also,  the 
said  committee  at  the  same  session  reported  in  item  7  that 
Northern  Illinois  and  Kansas  Classes  petitioned  General  Syn- 
od to  constitute  a  new  district  synod  of  the  classes  of  Northern 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas  and  Wichita ;  and  that  Kansas  Classis 
further  requested  that  authority  be  given  by  General  Synod 
to  organize  said  new  synod  in  the  St.  Paul's  Reformed^ 
Church,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  September  29,  A.  D.,  1887,, 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Moreover,  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Ohio 
Synod,  during  Monday  evening  session,  reported  in  item  7 
that  the  Ohio  Synod  recommended  to  the  General  Synod  the 
organization  of  a  new  district  synod. 

These  items,  on  motion,  were  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Williard,  Oliver  H. 
Strunck  and  Elder  Christian  M.  Boush.  This  committee, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Tuesday,  submitted  their  final 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Minutes  of  the  Wichita  Classis, 
in  which  they  ask  recognition  by  this  synod,  and  the  action  of 
the  Synod  of  Ohio  respecting  the  organization  of  a  new  syn- 
od, were  referred,  would  respectfully  report : 
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That  they  have  carefully  considered  the  documents  placed 
in  their  hands,  and  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  request  of  the  Wichita  Classis  be  y;ranted,  as 
they  have  fully  complied  with  the  instructions  of  the  Synod 
of  Ohio,  as  is  evident  from  their  minutes  upon  the  subject  as 
referred  to  your  committee. 

2.  That  the  Synod  of  Ohio  at  its  sessions  in  Cedarville, 
111.,  gives  its  consent  and  also  recommends  to  this  General 
Synod  the  organization  of  a  new  synod  as  soon  as  the  requir- 
ed number  of  classes  so  request,  giving  its  consent  to  the 
Northern  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Kansas  Classes  to  go  into  such 
organization,  and  instructing  the  Kansas  Classis  to  divide  so 
that  the  requisite  number  of  classes  be  found  to  constitute 
said  new  synod. 

3.  That  four  classes  now  uniting  in  the  request  to  this 
General  Synod,  viz.,  the  Northern  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas  and 
Wichita,  to  be  constituted  a  district  synod,  your  committee 
would  recommend  that  their  request  be  granted,  and  said 
synod  be  constituted  by  this  General  Synod ;  and  that  the 
place  and  time  of  the  meeting  for  organization  be  the  St. 
Paul's  Reformed  Church,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September 
29th,  A.  D.,  1887,  at  7: 30  p.  m.,  and  that  Rev.  Dewalt  S. 
Fouse  preside  on  the  occasion. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  AV.  WILLIARD, 

Chairman. 


SEAL   OF   GENERAL   SYNOD. 

The  Standing  (-ommittee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  13 
that  the  officers  of  General  Synod  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  i)rovide  a  seal  for  the  use  of  said  synod.  In  affirmation 
of  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned,  the  following  report 
was  received  and  adopted : 

The  officers  of  the  General  Synod,  having  been  appointed 
in  1884  (Mill.  p.  98)  a  committee  to  jjrovide  an  ollicial  seal  for 
the  use  of  the  General  Synod,  would  respectfully  report : 

That  the  committee,  after  some  correspondence  and  consul- 
tation, mutually  agreed  upon  the  plan,  form  and  device  of 
the  seal,  impressions  of  which  are  herewith  submitted  for  the 
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examination  of  synod.    The   seal,  which  is  circular  in  form 
and  two  inches  in  diameter,  may  be  thus  briefly  described : 

The  device.  In  the  center  is  an  open  Bible,  on  which  rest 
a  cross  and  anchor,  emblematical  of  faith  and  hope,  with  the 
word  love  above  the  Bible,  a  fitting  representation  of  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Faith  abideth  in 
the  sense  of  confidence  in  God  and  Clirist,  and  hope  as  the 
joyous  looking  forward  to  a  blessed  eternity,  while  love,  the 
root  and  ground  of  faith  and  hope,  is  the  greatest  of  the 
three,  and  will  abide  forever.  And  all  these  (Bible,  faith, 
hope  and  love)  are  adorned  with  a  crown,  which  is  symbolic- 
al of  victory,  exaltation  and  glory.  The  two  keys,  crossing 
each  other  under  the  Bible,  and  protruding  on  the  right  and  the 
left,  are  significant  as  a  symbol  of  authority,  which,  in  its  re- 
lation to  the  church,  is  to  be  exercised  with  intelligent  consid- 
eration and  Christian  firmness,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  truth  and  right,  while  all  things  are  to  be 
permeated  and  tempered  with  the  spirit  of  love. 

The  motto^  placed  in  the  inner  circle,  below  the  Bible,  is 
Immanuel,  which  being  interpreted,  God  with  us.  And  if 
God  be  with  and  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us '(  In  Him  is 
life,  and  wisdom,  and  power,  and  redemption ! 

The  title,  together  with  the  year  of  its  organization,  is  ap- 
propriately placed  between  the  outer  and  inner  circles  of  the 
seal,  and  reads:  "The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States.     1863." 

The  seal,  which  is  regarded  as  beautiful  in  design,  symmet- 
rical in  arrangement,  and  significant  in  sentiment,  was  manu- 
factured by  Mr.  F.  I.  Hoefle,  engraver,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  It 
works  well,  and  makes  a  full  and  distinct  impression.  The 
total  cost,  including  the  press  and  expressage,  was  $8.25, 
which  has  been  settled  by  the  treasurer. 

In  behalf  of  the  committeee. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Cleric. 


Schuylkill  Classis,  as  reported  in  item  13,  by  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes,  during  the  morn- 
ing session  on  Monday,  requested  General  Synod  to  provide 
separate  columns  for  deaths   of  confirmed   and   unconfirmed 
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members  in  tlie  statistical  tables,  and  also  columns  ior  Sun- 
day-school teachers  and  officers.  In  regard  to  tliis  request, 
on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  this  request  be  granted  so  far  as  to  add  one 
column  to  the  statistical  table,  headed  Sunday-school  teach- 
ers and  officers,  giving  the  number. 


On  motion,  the  following  action  in  regard  to  a  revision  of 
the  several  Forms  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  a^jpointed  to  revise 
all  existing  formulas,  and  prepare  other  formulas  necessary 
for  the  use  of  our  pastors,  congregations,  judicatories  and  in- 
stitutions, and  report  in  printed  form  a  full  set  of  necessary 
formulas  in  the  English  and  the  German  language  to  the  next 
General  Synod. 

The  committee,  as  appointed,  consists  of  Revs.  Isaac  H. 
Reiter,  D.  I).,  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  and  Christian  M.  Boush, 
Esq. 


On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  attention  of  classes  and  of  stated  clerks 
of  classes  l)e  called  to  the  action  of  the  General  Synod,  in  re- 
porting the  names  of  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  at  least 
thirty  days  before  eai-li  triennial  meeting  to  the  Stated  Clerk 
of  General  Svnod. 


On  motion,  during  Tuesday  nn)ruing  session,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  Rev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  Assistant 
Clerk,  because  of  special  pastoral  duty,  be  excused  lor  the  re- 
mainder of  this  day,  and  that  Rev.  Charles  F.  Kriete  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  his  place  as  Assistant  (^lerk,  pro  tempore  for 
the  time  being. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

SYNODICAL    ARCHIVES. 

1.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  in 
items  7,  8,  1>,  10,  11  and  17,  a.)  and  d.),  that  certain  books  and 
pamphlets  had  been  referred  to  them,  and  which,  having  been 
acted  upon,  were  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the  archives  of 
svnod. 


158 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church 
presented  a  report,  carefully  prepared  by  the  Stated  Clerk, 
containing  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  the  ministers  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  who  have  died  during  the  intervening  three 
years  from  May,  1884,  to  June  1,  1887.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  appears  in  a  foot  note  in  connection  with  the  re- 
port on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

3.  In  memoriam  of  Elder  William  D.  Gross,  late  treasurer 
of  synod,  the  following  action  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  General  Synod  has  heard  with  sorrow  of 
the  death  of  its  late  treasurer.  Brother  William  D,  Gross,  at 
his  home  in  Philadelphia ;  therefore 

Resolved.,  That  we  hereby  testify  our  appreciation  of  his 
high  Christian  character  and  worth,  and  that  we  tender  our 
sincere  sympathy  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  praying  that 
the  blessing  of  God  and  the  comfort  of  the  Spirit  may  be 
theirs  in  the  time  of  their  affliction. 

Resolved.,  That  the  stated  clerk  be  requested  to  send  a  copy 
of  this  action  of  synod  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 


ARTICLE  XX. 
FINANCE. 

The  following  reports  and  items  of  a  financial  character 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod  during  its  pres- 
ent sessions : 

I.   REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

William  D.  Gross,  Treasurer ,  in  account  with  the  General  Synod  of  the 

Reformed  Church,  in  the  United  States. 

DR. 

1884.  RECEIPTS. 

May  0,  To  balance  in  treasury |1,124  91 

"  "  Cash  from  sale  of  copies  of  Directory  of  Worship,  during  ses- 
sion of  synod 83  60 

"    "  Cash  from  sale  of  copies  of  rules  of  General  Synod 7  75 

"  "  "  For  Church  Extension  Claim,  from  D.  B.  Mauger,  treas- 
urer of  Goshenhoppen  Classis 10  CO 

"  20,  "  For  Church  Extension  Claim,  from  J.  Meily,  treasurer  of 
Synod  in  theUnited  States,  from  Tohickon  Classis  $35  00 

"    "     "     East  Pennsylvania  Classis 50  00       85  00 

Nov   3,  "     From  Rev.  J.  H.  Good,  D.  D.,  treasurer  of  Ohio  Synod,  in 

full  for  assessment  to  Contingent  Fund   235  00 

"  20,  "  Per  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  amount  of  legacy  of  Elizabeth 
Dieffenbacher,  Cass  Co.,  Michigan,  bequeathed  to  Gen- 
eral Synod  for  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  purposes..    1,350  61 

$2,897  47 


10  00 

17  00 

15  00 

1.-)  00 

21  00 

1  35 

12  00 

25  00 

8  80 
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CR. 

1884.  EXl'KNDITURKS. 

May  It,  By  cash  to  Rev.  C.  Clever,  for  expenses  incurred  during  sef- 

sion  of  General  Synod 

"     "      "     to  Rev.  J.  H.  Buser,  one-third  traveling  expenses  to 

General  Synod 

"     '•      "     to  Rev.  H.  Bdir,  one-third  traveling  expenses  to  Gen- 
eral Synod 

"     "      "     to  Rev.  E.  Erb,  one-third  traveling  expenses  to  Gen- 
eral Synod 

"     "      "     to  Rev.  O.   J.   Greenwald,   one-third  traveling  ex- 
penses to  General  Synod 

"     "      "     to  H.  E.  Huber  ct  Son,  for  printing  records  of  com- 
mittee  

"     "      "     to  Price-Current  Printing  House,  for  printing  500 

copies  of  the  Rules  of  Order 

31,  "      "     to  Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  salary  as  Stated  Clerk  of 

General  Synod 

June  2,    "      "     R.  F.  Kelker,  expenses  as  per  bill 

"  14,  "  "  to  Rev.  M.  Vitz,  one-third  traveling  expenses  to  Gen- 
eral Synod 14  00 

Aug.  4,  "  "  to  Rev.  Kefauver,  traveling  expenses  to  Synod  of 
Reformed    Church    in    America,  at    Grand    Rapids, 

Mich 14  50 

Oct.  4,  "  "  to  Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  for  printing  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,  traveling  expenses,   stationery,   &c,. 

(see  bill) .56-5  40 

"  18,  "  "  traveling  expenses  of  members  of  Committee  for 
Revision  of  Constitution,  meeting  held  at  Meadville, 

Pa 

Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D $30  00 

"     N.  S.  Strassburger 22  25 

•'     J.  Bossard,  D.  D 30  00 

"     J.  Dahlman,  D.  D 3  50 

"    30,    "      "     to  (lerman    Publishing   House,    Cleveland,  O.,    for 

printing  German  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  &c 

Nov.  1.  "  "  to  Rev,  J.  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  Assistant  Clerk  of  General 
Synod,  his  salary,  traveling  expenses  to  meeting  of 

same,  &.e.,  (see  bill) 

"   20,    "      "     to  R.  F.  Kelker,  for  expenses  incurred  in  collecting 

legacy  of  Elizabeth  DielTenbacher,  (see  documents) 
"    "     "      "     to  R.  F.  Kelker,  treasurer  of  Foreign  ^fissions,  one- 
half  share  of  legacy  of  Elizabeth  Dieffenbacher 

"  "  "  "  to  Chas.  Santee,  treasurer  of  Home  Missions  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  one-half  share  of  legacy  of  Elizabeth  Dief- 
fenbacher    655  31 

Dec  30,  by  balance  transferred  to  account  of  C.  G.  Gross,  appointed 
treasurer  pro  tcm.,  by  the  officers  of  General  Synod, 
W'm.  D.  Gross  having  died  Dec.  7,  1884  151  2.> 
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75 

30".) 

71 

151 

10 

40  00 

655 

30 

12,897  47 
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Christian  G.  Gross,  Treasurer  pro  tern.,  in   account    mllh  the   General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

DR. 

1884.  RECEIPTS. 

Dec.  30,  To  balance  from  account  of  Wm.  D.  Gross,  dec'd 151  25 

1885. 

July  2,  "  cash  from  F.  W.  Scheele,  treasurer  of  Synod  of  North- 
west, for  Church  Extension  CI  lina,  less  rebite  for  in- 
terest .3  mouths  'see  Min.  page  101) 166  43 

"  "  "  "  from  F.  W.  Scheele,  treasurer  of  Synod  of  North- 
west, rebate  of  interest  as  above,  credited  to  account 

of  assessment  of  contingent  expenses 1.57 

"  14,      "     "     from  Reformed  Publishing  Co.,  Dayton,  O.,  for  sale 

of  Directory  of  Worship 5  44 

"  "       "     "     from  H.  Schroer,  treasurer  of  Central  Synod,  in    full 

for  assessment  of  Contingent  Expenses 185  00 

1886. 

Jan.  14,  "  "  from  Reformed  Publication  Board,  Philadelphia,  for 
balance  due  on  Sept.  21st,  ISSo,  for  sale  of  Directory  of 
Worship 65  54 

"    "     "     "     from  R.  F.  Kelker,  proceeds  from  sale  of  Directory  of     ■ 

Worship 6.59 

July  15,  "  "  from  Geo.  Hil!,  Esq.,  treasurer  of  East  Susquehanna 
Cldssis,   for  account  of   Contingent    Fund    assessed 

against  Synod  in  the  United  States 100  00 

"  27,  "  "  from  John  Meily,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  being  balance  in  full  for  assessment  of  Con- 
tingent Expenses 720  00 

Sept.  4,  "  "  from  C.  Breidenbach,  treasurer  of  the  German  Synod 
of  the  East,  in  full  for  assessment  of  Contingent  Ex- 
penses       115  00 

"  23,  "  "  from  F.  W.  Scheele,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  of  North- 
west, balance  in  full  for  assessment  of  Contingent  Ex- 
penses (.$1..57  received  July  2,  1885) 153  43 

"  "  "  "  from  F.  W.  Scheele,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  of  North- 
west, in  full  for  assessment  for  Harbor  Mission  155  00 

1887. 

Feb.  3,  "  "  from  Henry  Wirt,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  of  Potom- 
ac, in  full  for  assessment  for  Contingent  Expenses 345  00 

May  ;•,  "  "  from  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  at  Phila., 
per  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  for  sale  of  Directory  of  Worship, 

to  date,  as  per  statement  rendered 31.33 

"  4,  "  "  from  Rev.  John  H.  Prugh,  acting  treasurer  of  Pitts- 
burgh Synod,  in  full  for  assessment  for  Contingent 

Expenses        145  00 

"  19,    "     "     from  Reformed  Publishing  Co.,  Dayton,  O.,  for  sale  of 

Directory  of  Worship 38  42 

.|2,385  00 
May  19,  to  balance  in  treasury .111,223  63 
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CR. 

1885.  EXl'KSDITURES. 

Jan.  2,  By  cash,  to  Geo.  Junkin,  Escj.,  for  the  indebtedness  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  to  the  Alliance  of  the  Reformed  Churches 

holding  the  Presbyterian  system 288  00 

"  12,  "  "  to  Mrs.  S.  Wildasin  (per  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Runkel,)  for 
traveling  expenses  to  General  Synod  of  Elder  Samuel 
Wildasin,  Wilton,  Iowa 17  00 

May  20  "      •'     to  Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  bill  due  him  as  Stated  Clerk 

of  General    Synod 9  50 

Aug.  17  "  "  to  the  following  members  of  Committee  on  Revision 
of  Constitution,  in  session  Aug.  4,  18S5,  at  Akron,  O.: 

Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D ?28  00 

Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger 25  00 

Rev.  J.  B.  Kniest,  D.  !• 30  00 

C.  M.  Bouseh,  Esq 7  25 

N.  L.  Brewer,  Esq 6  60       96  85 

Oct.  14,  "  "  to  the  following  members  of  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion of  Directory  of  Worship,  met  at  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Oct.  14,  1885,  traveling  expenses: 

Benjamin  Kuhns $35  00 

Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner 5  00 

C.  G.  Gross,  Treas 6  40       46  40 

Nov.  18  "  "  to  Inquirer  Printing  Co.,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.  for  print- 
ing 500  copies  of  Constitution 40  00 

Dee.  7,  "      "     to  Lane  S.  Hart,  for  binding  578  copies  of  Directory  of 

Worship 205  00 

1886. 

Jan.  15,  "  "  to  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  treasurer  of  Mission,  being  amounts 
received  for  Church  E.Ktension  claim  as  follows: 

May  9, 1884,  of  Goshenhoppen  Classis $10  60 

"20,      "     of  Tohickon  (Jlassis :V3  00 

"   "       "     of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis 50  00 

July  2.  1885,  Synod  of  Northwest 166  43     262  03 

"  "  "  "  to  R.  F.  Kelker,  for  expressage,  &c.,  for  sending  copies 
of  Directory  of  Worship  to  publishing  houses  in  Phil- 
adelphia, Cleveland,  O  ,  and  Dayton,  0.,  on  sale  6  59 

Sept.  29  "  "  to  Chas.  Santee,  treasurer  of  Home  Missions  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  for  assessment  for  Harbor  Mission  received 
of  Synod  of  Northwest 155  00 

1887. 

Mar.  29,  "  "  to  members  of  Committee  on  Translation  of  Con- 
stitution, met  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  traveling  expenses: 

Rev.  J.  n.  Kniest,  D.  D      ■ $29  00 

Rev.  J.  Dahlman,  D.  D 5  50 

C.  M.  Bousch,  Esq 50      35  00 

May  19,  By  balance  In  treasury 1,22;J  63 

$2,385  00 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHRISTIAN  G.  GROSS, 

Treasurer  pro  tern. 
11 
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II.      REPOKT   ON   STANDING   COIMMITTEE    ON   FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  during  the  morning 
session  on  Wednesday,  submitted  the  following  rej)ort,  which 
was  received,  and,  together  with  the  report  of  the  treasurer, 
adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing items  as  having  come  into  tlieir  hands,  to  wit : 

1.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod. 

2.  The  action  of  synod  granting  one-half  of  the  traveling 
expenses  of  the  delegates  to  General  Synod  from  Kansas  and 
Wichita  Classes,  and  one-third  of  the  traveling  expenses  of 
all  other  delegates  from  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

3.  Aid  to  the  Reformed  Church  in  Bohemia  of  $800.00. 

4.  Harbor  Missions  to  the  amount  of  $2,000.00. 

We  have  examined  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod, 
and  compared  it  with  vouchers  on  hand,  and  find  it  to  be 
correct.  The  balance  from  the  previous  three  years  amount- 
ed to  $1,124.91  on  hand,  together  with  receipts  in  the  inter- 
im amounts  to  $4,006.31.  The  disbursements  during  the 
same  time  amounted  to  $2,782.68,  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $1,223.63. 

The  apportionment  made  by  the  last  General  Synod  for 
contingent  expenses,  has  been  paid  in  full  by  the  several 
district  synods. 

The  one-half  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  delegates 
from  Kansas  and  Wichita  Classes  amounts  to  the  following : 
Revs.  D.  B.  Shuey,  $21.50;  T.  F.  StauflFer,  $20.45;  R.  L.  Ger- 
hart,  $13.50;  Elders  J.  H.  Brown,  $21.50;  and  J.  W.  Keefer, 
$18.00,  being  a  total  of  $94.95. 

The  traveling  expenses  of  the  other  delegates  from  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River  are  as  follows :  Revs.  D.  S.  Fouse, 
$9.00;  C.  Baum,  $8.70;  G.  Loos,  $8.00;  and  Elder  J.  R.  Weth- 
erell,  $11.00,  being  a  total  of  $36.70. 

Your  committee  have  apportioned  the  following  amounts 
in  round  numbers  among  the  several  district  synods,  namely : 

Contingent  expenses $2,500  00 

Bohemia  Church  aid  800  00 

Harbor  Missions 2,000  00 
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THE   FOLLOWING   IS   THE    APP0RTI0N3IENT   FOR   EACH   SYNOD 


Synods. 

Members. 

Contingent 
Expenses. 

Bohemia 

Church 

Aid 

Harbor 
Missions. 

Total. 

Synod  in  the  U.  S 

Synod  of  Ohio 

Synod  of  the  Northwest  . 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh  

Synod  of  Potomac     

Gter.  Synod  of  the  East  . . 
Central  Synod  

76,030 
20,691 
15,708 
12,989 
30,674 
12,153 
15.7S5 

$1,064  42 
290  07 
220  92 
181  85 
429  44 
170  14 
220  29 

$342  09 
93  15 
71  90 
58  41 
138  16 
54  72 
70  83 

$836  33 
227  60 
173  58 
142  87 
337  41 
133  58 
173  08 

$2,242  84 
610  82 
466  40 
383  13 
904  91 
358  44 
464  20 

183.980 

$2,577  13 

$829  16 

$2,024  45 

$5,400  74 

Your  committee  luis  also  a  paper  of  statements  of  accounts 
on  the  Directory  of  Worship  by  the  Treasurer  of  General 
Synod,  showing  the  amounts  due  from 

Reformed  Publication  Board,  Philadelphia $178  59 

Reformed  Publishing  Company,  Dayton 73  29 

German  Publishing  House,  Cleveland 13  00 


$264  88 
It  is  recommended  that  the  treasurer  elected  at  this  synod 
continue  to  care  for  the  accounts  above  mentioned,  and  that 
he  make  settlement  for  the  same  from  time  to  time  as  occa- 
sion may  require. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
GEORGE  WOLFF, 
CALVIN  S.  GERHARD, 
THEODORE  J.  BACHER, 
JEREMIAH  Z.  HILDEBRAND, 
WILLIAM  E.  SCHMERTZ. 

Committee. 


On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by 
synod : 

Resolved^  That  the  General  Synod  hereby  appropriates 
forty  dollars  to  Grace  Reformed  congregation  for  the  use  of 
its  church  during  the  sessions  of  synod,  and  instructs  its 
treasurer  to  pay  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  one-third  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  all 
the  delegates  to  this  synod  from  the  classes  west  of  the'  Miss- 
issippi River  l)e  i)aid  by  tliis  synod,  except  the  delegates  from 
the  Kansas  and  Wichita  Classes,  the  one-half  of  whose  travel- 
ing expenses  shall  be  paid. 
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Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  be 
authorized  to  advance  the  amount  of  $800.00  assumed  by  this 
synod  for  the  relief  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Bohemia,  out 
of  funds  now  in  the  treasury,  this  amount  to  be  refunded  to 
the  treasury  by  the  assessment  made  for  said  object  upon  the 
district  synods. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 
PUBLICATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Saturday,  reported  in  item  14 
that  the  stated  clerk  had  been  instructed  to  have  3,500  copies 
of  the  Minutes  published  in  English,  and  1,500  in  German,, 
and  to  make  a  proper  distribution  thereof.  The  following 
report  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  undersigned  hereby  reports  that,  according  to  the 
instructions  of  synod,  he  had  3,500  copies  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  last  General  Synod  officially  published  in  the  English,, 
and,  through  the  assistant  clerk,  1,500  copies  in  the  German 
language;  and  that  they  were  distributed  among  the  several 
district  synods,  in  accordance  with  the  rates  of  the  apx)ortion- 
ment  for  contingent  expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 


On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted : 
Resolved.,  That  the  stated  clerk  be  instructed  to  have  4,000' 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  General  Synod,  duly 
authenticated,  published  in  the  English,  and  2,000  in  the 
German  language,  and  distribute  them  among  those  entitled 
to  receive  them. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

NOMINATIONS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

Thfe  Standing  Committee  on  Nomination,  during  the  morn- 
ing session  on  Monday,  submitted  their  report  through  the 
chairman.  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.  The  report  was 
received,  and  as  amended  adopted,  and  the  stated  clerk  was 
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instructed  to  have  500  copies  of  the  nominations  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  synod.  The  election  of  boards  and  delegates 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
afternoon. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  election  was  held.  Revs.  Allen 
K.  Zartman,  George  H.  Souder,  Elders  James  T.  Reber  and 
Horace  Ankeney  were  appointed  tellers,  who,  having  distrib- 
uted the  tickets  among  the  members  of  synod,  received  and 
■counted  the  ballots,  and  subsequently  reported  the  residt. 
For  the  result  of  the  election,  see  Articles  XL,  XIII.,  and 
XIV. 

After  the  roll  of  tlie  General  Synod  had  been  completed, 
and  a  quorum  was  found  present,  the  several  officers  of  the 
synod,  except  those  holding  their  positions  permanently, 
were  duly  elected,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices 
respectively.  For  the  result  of  this  election,  see  Article  III., 
Election  of  Officers. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

THE   NEXT   SIEETING   OF   GENERAL   SYNOD. 

On  motion,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  tlie  synod  now  proceed  to  select  the  place 
and  fix  the  time  for  its  next  triennial  meeting. 

The  First  Reformed  Church  of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania, 
througli  its  pastor  and  consistory,  extended  a  cordial  invita- 
tion to  the  General  Synod  to  hold  its  next  triennial  meeting 
there. 

Thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  General  Synod  hereby  cheerfully 
accepts  said  invitation,  and  decides  to  liold  its  next  triennial 
meeting  in  the  First  Reformed  Cluircli  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  and 
jfixes  the  time  to  be  the  lirst  Wednesday  alter  Whit-Sunday, 
May  28,  A.  D.,  181>0,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  open  its  sessions  by  a 
preparatory  service  on  the  evening  of  its  convention,  to  be 
followed  bv  the  holv  communion  on  the  following  morning. 
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RAILKOAD   ARRANGEMENTS   FOR   NEXT    SYNOD. 

On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  Many  ministers  and  elders  were  obliged  to  pay 
full  fare  on  different  railroads  running  to  Akron,  thus  incur- 
ring at  least  $200  additional  expense  to  the  church  ;  and 

Whereas,  Other  religious  bodies  secure  reduced  rates  to 
their  meetings :  therefore 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  on  railroad  accommodations, 
consisting  of  Revs.  Cyrus  Cort,  Jonas  B.  Shontz,  Dennis  B. 
Shuey,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Welker,  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  and  Dr. 
Franklin  W.  Kremer,  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
accordingly  for  the  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  in  1890. 


On  motion,  during  the  morning  session  on  Thursday,  the 
following  action  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  Rev.  Charles  M.  Schaaf  claims  a  seat  in  this 
body  as  a  delegate  from  San  Francisco  Classis ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate 
said  claim. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  T.  O.  Stem,  Dr.  Geo. 
Wolff,  Louis  B.  C.  Lahr,  Elders  Henry  L.  Crider  and  William 
Stienecker.  This  committee,  during  the  morning  session  on 
Saturday,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  claim  of  Rev. 
Chas.  M.  Schaff  to  be  recognized  as  a  delegate  to  this  body 
from  San  Francisco  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  respectful- 
ly submit  that  no  documents  were  referred  to  us,  neither 
have  we  been  able  to  secure  any  other  definite  information 
regarding  the  claim.  In  the  absence  of  any  official  papers 
bearing  on  the  case,  we  would  recommend  the  following  for 
adoption : 

Resolved^  That  this  synod  can  not  recognize  the  Rev.  C. 
M.  Schaaf  as  a  delegate  from  San  Francisco  Classis,  and 
therefore  deny  his  request  to  be  seated  as  a  member  of  this 
body.  Respectfully, 

T.  O.  STEM,  Chairman. 
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On  motion,  durinj;-  the  morning  session  on  Thursday,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  Rev.  Max  F.  Dumstrey  be  appointed  as 
reporter  for  the  German  papers,  including  the  Reformirte 
Kirchenzeitung. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  John  H. 
Prugh,  Dr.  J.  Spangler  Iviell'er,  Cyrus  Cort  and  Michael 
Loucks,  be  appointed  to  report  lor  the  Associated  Press  and 
the  church- papers. 

The  following  rei)ort,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  the 
last  day  of  the  sessions,  was  submitted  by  the  reporters,  and 
it  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  to  the  daily  papers  and 
the  Associated  Press,  respectfully  submit  the  following : 

That  they  furnished  reports  to  our  church  papers,  and 
assisted  in  preparing  reports  for  the  Daily  Beacon  of  Akron. 
On  the  basis  of  these  reports  furnished  to  the  agent  of  the 
Associated  Press  in  Cleveland  through  the  sub-agent  at 
Akron,  we  were  informed  that  a  daily  dispatch  would  be 
forwarded  to  the  papers  throughout  the  country.  In  behalf 
of  the  committee,  Respectfully  submitted, 

CYRUS  CORT. 


Tiie  following  action  was  adopted  by  synod  with  respect  to 
the  evils  of  intemperance : 

Resolved^  That  we  view  with  profound  regret  and  sorrow 
the  great  evil  of  intemperance,  and  especially  its  sad  and 
deadly  fruits,  crime,  poverty,  and  temporal  and  eternal  death, 
and  that  we  here  and  now,  before  God  and  the  nation,  record 
our  protest  against  it,  and  earnestly  call  upon  our  synods, 
classes  and  churches  to  unite  with  us  in  zealous  and  persist- 
ent Christian  efforts,  looking  towards  its  speedy  extermina- 
tion. 


During  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  on  motion,  Revs. 
Frederick  A,  Rupley,  Franklin  F.  Bahner,  and  Flder  Ezra  E. 
Troutman  were  appointed  a  committee  through  whom  all 
applications  for  leave  of  absence  shall  be  made.     This  com- 
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mittee,  through  the  cliairman,  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley,  shortly 
before  the  final  adjournment  of  synod,  presented  their  report, 
which  was  accepted. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

VOTE    OF   THANKS. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  this  General  Synod,  in  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  kind  hospitality  we  have  enjoyed  at  the 
hands  of  the  pastors  and  members  of  the  Reformed  Churches 
and  citizens  of  Akron,  hereby  returns  its  hearty  thanks,  and 
invokes  upon  them  the  divine  blessing;  and  we  hereby 
instruct  the  stated  clerk  to  furnish  pastors  Shontz  and  Dahl- 
man,  and  the  synodical  reporter,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  request  the  former  to  read  it  from  their  pulpits,  and 
the  latter  to  publish  the  same  in  the  city  papers. 

Resolved^  That  this  synod  acknowledges  with  thanks  the 
courtesy  shown  it  by  the  press  of  the  city  in  publishing  the 
acts  and  proceedings  of  this  body. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  synod  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  B.  F.  Bond,  Esq.,  General  Ticket  Agent  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  the  road  which  he  repre- 
sents, for  special  favors  granted  to  delegates  to  tliis  synod; 
and  also  to  A.  E.  Chirk,  Esq.,  Assistant  General  Passenger 
Agent  of  the  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Railroad,  for 
reduction  of  fare  over  all  the  railroads  in  the  "Central 
Traffic  Association." 


The  roll  of  tlie  General  Synod  was  called,  and  none  were 
found  absent  without  permission  or  excuse. 

The  minutes  of  the  two  sessions  of  to-day  were  read  and 
approved;  and  they  were  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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ARTICLE  XXY. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  now  adjourns  to  meet  again  in  triennial 
sessions  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  at  Lebanon,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  first  Wednesday  after  Whit-Sunday,  May  28, 
A.  D.,  1890,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  General  Synod  adjourned  on  Wednesday,  June  8,  at  a 
quarter  after  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  closed  its  ses- 
sions with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  uniting  in 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  benediction  by  the  president. 

GEORGE  WM.  WELKER,  President. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 
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COMPARATIVE  SUMMARY 

Of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  exhibiting  tlie 
results  secured  lor  the  year  designated  at  the  head  of  each 
column,  and  also  for  the  three  years  ending  in  each  instance 
with  the  date  given  : 

1878.  1881.  1884.  1887. 

Synods    t>  6  7  7 

Classes. 45  48  52  54 

Ministers 710  752  783  802 

Congregations 1,369  1,403  1,465  1,481 

Members 147,788  161,002  109,.530  183,980 

Members  unconfirmed 90,993  96,147  103,112  108,724 

Baptisms— infants,  eacii  year 12,323  13,213  12,665  14,199 

infants  in  tiiree  years 39,059  40,388  38,737  42,299 

adults,  given  year 880  1,096  1,017  1,741 

adults,  in  three  years 1,882  3,362  3,088  4,254 

Confirmed,  given  year 8,456  9,113  9,233  10,733 

in  tliree  years 26,733  28,240  27,223  30,558 

Certificate,  given  year 3,716  4,113  5,013  5,582 

in  three  years  11,1*1  12,263  14,046  16,472 

Communed 120,681  132,709  136,897  146,436 

Dismissed,  given  year 1,566  2,249  2,122  2,551 

inthreeyears 5,175  5,791  5,819  7,250 

Excommunicated,  given  year 174  123  68  38 

"                 inthreeyears 567  227  168 

Erased,  given  year  512  1,593  1.699  2,381 

"       inthreeyears  3,869  5,351  6,301 

Deaths,  given  year 4,887  4,591  4,787  4,638 

inthreeyears 14,102  14,492  15,292  14,207 

Sunday-schools 1,237  1,346  1,378  1,422 

Sunday-school  scholars 89,982  103,511  114,720  122,695 

Students  for  the  ministry  157  141  145  186 

Benevolent  contributions,  given  year. $61,727  $73,400  $101,148  $141,122 

inthreeyears 207,417  194,869  327,889  382,493 

Congregational  purposes,  given  year.. 531,929  630,189  779,572  804,321 

inthreeyears  1,305,905  1,738,213  2,193,018  2,298,228 

Note.— As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  comparative  tabular  statement,  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  is  making  steady  and  substantial  progress.  With  respect 
to  the  particulars  here  desiguated,  the  gains  during  the  last  three  years,  as  compared 
with  the  triennial  summary  in  1884,  are  16  congregations,  14.150  members,  5,012  un- 
confirmed members,  3,562  infant  baptisms,  1,166  adult  baptisms,  3,335  confirmations, 
2.126  by  certilicate.  44  Sunday-schools,  7,975  Sunday-school  scholars,  $51,594  contrib- 
uted for  benevolent  purposes  and  $105,210  for  congregational  purposes. 

Moreover,  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  1887,  there  were  two  new  classes  organ- 
ized, namely,  Wichita,  April  15ih.  and  Wyoming,  June  29th,  making  now  the  total 
number  of  clas.scs  (ifty-four  (51).  There  ha.s  also  been  an  increase  in  the  ministry, 
even  within  the  last  year,  as  during  May  28  or  30  young  men  graduated  from  our  the- 
ological institutions;  and  these  meanwhile  have  been  mostly  licensed,  and  many  of 
them  already  ordained  and  engaged  in  the  practical  work  of  the  ministry.  The 
names  of  some  of  these  do  not  appear  in  the  present  statistical  tables,  as  they  could 
not  be  obtained  in  time  to  be  properly  placed  there.  Hence,  while  the  number  of 
ministers  is  reported  in  the  synodical  statistical  summary  of  1886  as  802,  and  as  now 
revised  817,  the  actual  number  is  at  least  825.— Stated  Clerk. 
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INDEX  TO  THE  SCHEDULES. 


Containing  the  Statistical  Reports,  together  with  the  names 
of  the  Synods,  Classes,  Ministers  and  Licentiates,  and  the 
number  of  the  page  where  they  may  be  found : 

I.    The  Synods. 

The  Synod  iu  the  United  States  organized  September  29, 1747 170 

The  Synod  of  Ohio  organized  Jane  14,  1824 177 

The  Synod  of  the  Northwest  organized  May  29, 18G7 183 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  organized  February  12, 1870 188 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  organized  April  18, 1873 190 

The  German  Synod  of  the  East  organized  January  12,  1875 195 

The  Central  Synod  organized  November  3, 1881 197 


Allegheny 189 

Carlisle 193 

Chicago 187 

Cincinnati 199 

Clarion 188 

Eastern  Ohio 181 

East  Pennsylvania  . .  170 

East  Susquehanna 173 

Erie 197 

Gettysburg 193 

Goshenhoppen 175 

Heidelberg ....197 

Illinois,  Northern 181 

Indiana 185 

lovtra 181 

Juniata 194 

Kansas   183 

Lancaster  (Syn.  U.  S.)..172 


II.    The  Classes. 
Lancaster  (O.  Syn.)  . .  .178 

Lebanon 171 

Lehigh    176 

Maryland 190 

Maryland,  German.  . .  .196 

Mercersburg 191 

Miami 177 

Milviraukee . .  185 

Minnesota 186 

Missouri 187 

Nebraska. 186 

New  York 195 

North  Carolina 193 

Philadelphia 171 

Philadelphia,  German  196 

Portland-Oregon 195 

St.  John's  198 

St.  Joseph 182 


St.  Paul's 189 

San  Francisco 195 

Schuylkill 177 

Sheboygan 184 

Somerset 189 

Tiffin 180 

Tohickon 175 

Tuscarawas 179 

Ursinus 187 

Virginia 192 

Westmoreland 188 

West  New  York 195 

West  Pennsylvania  ...  197 
West  Susquehanna  ...174 

Wichita 183 

Wyoming 177 

Zion's  (Syn.  N.  W.)....183 
Zion's  (Syn.  Pot.) 190 
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111.    THE  MINISTERS  AND  LICENTIATES. 


Accola,  Oswald  J..  New  Philadelphia,  O. 
Addams,  George  E..  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Albright,  Daniel  B..  Orwigsburg,  Pa. 
Albright,  John  H.,  ('olon,  Mich. 
Alspach,  Joel  W.,  Kverclt,  i'a. 
Alt,  Solomon  A.,  lola.  Kansa.s. 
Andreas,  Henry,  La  Crosse,  Wis. 
Andrews,  W.  M.,  North   Washington,  Pa. 
Appel,  Richard  S.,  Hamburg,  J'a. 
Appel,  Or.  Theodore,  Lancaster.  Pa. 
Apple,  Andrew  T.  G.,  Charlesville,  Pa. 
Apple,  Dr.  Joseph  H.,  Saegerstown,  Pa. 
Apple,  Dr.  Thomas  G.,  Lanca.ster,  Pa. 
Assman,  Robert  G.,  Hazleton,  Pa. 
Aughinbaugh,  Dr.  G.  W.  Mercersburg,  Pa 

Bacher,  Theodore  J.,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 
Bachman,  Adam  J.,  Schaefferstown,  Pa. 
Bachman,  James  N.,  Lynuport,  Pa. 
Bachman,  John,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Bachman,  Marcus,  Biiltimore,  Md. 
Badertscher,  Christian,  BlniUon,  O. 
Baeder,  Andrew,  Bern,  Minn. 
Bahner,  Franklin  F.,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 
Baichly,  Alpheus  K.,  Farmersville,  O. 
Bair,  Henry,  Forreston,  111. 
Balliet,  Thomas  M.,  Reading,  Pa 
Bank,  Charle.'^,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
Barber,  Joseph  \V.,  Payne,  O. 
Barkley,  Thomas  J.,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
Barringer,  Pawl,  China  Grove,  N.  C. 
Barth,  Sebastian   Crotliersvillf,  hid. 
Bartholomew,  Abraham,  Lehighton,  Pa. 
Bartholomew,  Allen  R.  Pottsville,  Pa. 
Bates,  William  H.,  Johnstown,  Pa. 
Bauert,  E.  E.,  Watertown,  Wis. 
Baum,  Christian,  Wheatland,  Iowa. 
Bauman,  Adolph  H.,  Mink,  Oregon. 
Bauman,  Elias,  Portland.  Oregon. 
Bauman,  Fred  C,  Zwingli,  Iowa. 
Bauman,  John  N.,  Delmont,  Pa. 
Bausman,  Dr    Benjamin,  Reading,  Pa. 
Bausman,  B.  F.,  .Shepherdstown,  W.  Va. 
Beade,  Jonathan  C.,  Waterloo,  Ind. 
Beam,  Samuel  Z.,  St.  Petersburg,  Pa. 
Beck,  Edward  M.,  (iermantown,  O. 
Beck,  John  H.,  Mt.  Katon,  O. 
Becker,  Augustus,  Cleveland,  O. 
Becker,  Charles,  Florence,  Ind. 
Becker,  Charles,  Scranton,  Pa. 
Becker,  Cyrus  J.,  (;atasau(|ua,  Pa. 
Becker,  Philip,  South  Whitley,  Ind. 
Beisser,  Gottlieb,  Spencerville,  O. 
Bentz,  Henry,  Yankton,  Dakota. 
Berkey,  Alfred  G.,  Waynesburgh,  O. 
Berleman,  Fred.  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Beyer,  Christian  E.  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bielfeld,  Herman,  Frederick,  MiL 
Biery.  Benj.  F.,  Orefield,  Pa. 
Biery,  John,  Kelley's  Island,  O. 
Binkley,  Henry  K.,  Reading,  Pa. 
Black,  Albert  A  .  Saegerstown,  Pa. 
Bloom,  Nathan  W.,  Petersburg,  O. 
Boley,  Adam,  Williamsport,  Pa. 
Bollenbacher,  Jacob,  Cnilton,  Wis. 
Bolliger,  Abraham,  New  Basel,  Kan. 
Bomberger,  Henry  A.,  Pt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 
Bomberger,  John  H.,  Columbiana,  O. 
Bomberger,  Dr.  J.  H.  A.,  Collegeville.  Pa. 
Bonekemper,  Wm.,  Sutton,  Nob. 
Borcher,  (Conrad,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Bowling,  Robert  ('.,  Kittanning,  I'a. 
Bowman,  John  ('.,  Hanover,  Pa. 
Braun,  Jacob  15.,  Albany,  Oregon. 
Braun,  William,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 
Brecht,  John  J.,  Sauk  City,  Wis. 


Brendle,  Dr.  Daniel  F.,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
Bretz,  John  L.,  Canal  Fulton,  O. 
Bridenbaugh,  Samuel  R  ,  Norristown,  Pa 
Brown,  Franklin  W.,  Schellsburg,  Pa. 
Brown,  .■^imon  1^.,  Dnnoannon,  Pa. 
Bruenger.  Henry.  Monticcllo,  Wis. 
Brugger,  L.,  Elk  Rapids.  Mien. 
Brunner,  Casper,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Brunoehl,  Ernst,  Ada,  Wis. 
Bucher,  Dr.  JohnC,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
Burger,  Isaiah  N.,  Jenner  X  Roads,  Pa, 
Busehe,  Dr.  John  F.,  New  York  City. 
Buser,  John  H.,  Ft.  Seneca,  Ohio. 
Butler,  Joseph  F.,  Altamont,  111. 

Caldwell,  David  S.,  Nevada,  O. 
Callender,  Dr.  S.  N.,  Mt.  Crawford,  Va. 
Carnahaii,  B.  R.,  Meyerhoeffer's  Store, Va 
Casselman,  Amos,  Lyons,  Kansas. 
Cecil,  Jesse  W.,  Thomasville,  N.  C. 
Christ,  Jacob,  SVaukon,  Iowa. 
Christman,  David  M.,  Baltimore,  O. 
Clapp,  Dr.  Jacob  C.  Newton,  N.  C. 
Clayton,  Lewis  B.,  Salamonia,  Ind. 
Clever,  Conrad,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Clouser,  Wm.  W.,  White  Deer  Mills.  Pa. 
(Jomfort,  Henry  I.,  Burkittsville,  Md. 
Cook,  Henry  E.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 
Coon,  Charles  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Cort,  Cyrus,  Greeneastle,  Pa. 
Crawford,  James,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cremer,  William  C,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 
(;rist,  John  J.,  Catasauqua,  Pa. 
Crooks,  Robert  F.,  China  Grove,  N.  C. 
Crum,  Robert  E.,  DuBois,  Pa. 

Dahlman,  Abr.  Emil,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Dahlman,  Dr.  Jacob,  Akron,  O. 
Daniel,  Horace,  Nazareth,  Pa. 
Darbaker,  Harry  H.,  McKeesport,  Pa. 
Davis,  Benj.  F.,  Kinnickinnick.  O. 
Davis,  Dr.  Peter  S.,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Deatrich,  Wm.  R.  H.,  Newport,  Pa. 
Deatrick,  E.  Ranson,  W'oodberry,  Md. 
Deatrick,  Dr.  Wm.  M.,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Deatrick,  Wm.  W.,  Rimersburg,  Pa. 
Dechant,  Augustus  L..  Peiinshurg.  Pa. 
Dechant,  Fredericik  W.,  Reading.  Pa. 
Dechant,  George  B.,  Catawissa.  Pa. 
De  Long,  John  F.,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
Delorme,  Erdman,  Magley,  Ind. 
De  Lyre,  Theodore  G..  .Vnpa  City,  Cal. 
Deng'ler.  James  G..  Sellersville,  Pa. 
Denny,  Melchior,  BernstHdt.  Ky. 
Derr.  Joshua  H.,  Catawissa.  Pa. 
Dcrr,  Levi  K.,  Reading,  I'a. 
Derr,  lilghman,  Millersburg,  Pa. 
Detrich,  Josiah  D.,  Flourtown,  Pa. 
Dieckman,  Frederick,  Wheatland,  Iowa. 
Dieckman,  Henry,  Titusville,  Pa. 
l)ie(kman,  John  F.  H.  Buttalo,  N.  Y. 
Dieckman,  William,  New  IJremen,  O. 
Dicll'ciibncher,  Cyrus  H.,  Greensliurg,  Pa. 
DieHcutiHcher,  Diodorus  S.,  .Mtoona,  Pa. 
DicllLiibrtcher,  E.  H  ,  Pleasant  Unity,  Pa 
Diefenderfer,  Moses  H.,  Allentown,'Pa. 
Diehin,  Wm.,  Storm  Lake.  Iowa. 
Diet/.,  Tilghman  R.,  New  Berlin,  Pa. 
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"  "         Collection  on,  for  theological  education 154 

Religious  services.  Report  of  Committee  on  English  19 

"  "  Report  of  Committee  on  German  20 

Reporters  appointed  and  reports  presented  by  them 167 

Re-profession,  Reception  of  members  on > 142 

Rules  of  Order,  Report  of  Committee  on  revision  of 8 

"  "       as  amended  and  adopted  9 

"  "       Report  of  Committee  on  translation  of  15 

"  "       Committee  to  revise  translation  15 

Sehaaf,  Rev.  C.  M.,  Report  on  his  claim  as  delegate 106 

Seal  of  General  Synod.  Report  of  Committee  on 155 

Society  for  Relief  of  Ministers,  Report  and  action  on  90 

Standing  Committees  as  appointed  16- 

Stated  Clerk,  Duties  assigned  to 9,96,158,164 

Stated  Clerks  of  Classes  to  report  names  of  delegates,  &e  157 

Statistical  reports  of  the  several  classes  170 

Statistical  Summary  of  synods  and  classes  200 

Statistics,  Comparative,  of  Reformed  Church  in  U.  S 203 

Sunday-schools,  C  reation  of  Board  of  94 

"  "        The  Board  of,  to  prepare  helps  and  service 95 

"  "        One  statistical  column  to  be  added  for,   157 

"  "         State  and  National  S.  S.  Associations,  commended 95 

Synod,  General,  Officers  of 7 

"  "         Opening  of 3,  165 

"  "         Place  and  time  of  next  meeting  of 165,169 

Synods,  District,  Reports  of  Committees  on  Minutes  of  22 

"  "         Apportionment  on 163 

Telegrams  of  fraternal  greeting  38,  39,    96 

Thanks,  Resolutions  of,  passed  by  General  Synod   168 

Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  Report  of  the 158 

"  "  "       Payments  to  be  made  by 162-4 

Wichita  Classis,  The  organization  of,  recognized 151 
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